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A farewell to good ol’ Ralph 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vaeweekly.com 
arring any unforeseen cataclysm, the May 18 wrap-up of the spring sit- 
ting of the Legislature means that Premier Ralph Klein has endured his 
final day under the dome. Of course, Klein will remain premier until 
early next year, but all those annoying questions from the Opposition and 
pesky democratic debates.on policy are a thing of the past for Klein. 

Klein has been premier since Dec, 1992, and as he enters the final stretch of 
his political career, we're all in for months of fawning stories and tear-jerking 
retrospéctives about his many accomplishments as he rides into the sunset. 
He will no doubt be remembered as the popular premier who never lost the 
common touch—the man who tamed the debt crisis and ushered in the pres- 
ent economic boom. 

Having spent almost half my life in Ralph’s world, | have a few fond memo- 
ries of my own, which I'll be thinking of as the sycophants lavish praise on the 
outgoing premier. 

I'll remember the 1993 cuts that butchered spending on health, education 
and other services vital to society. I’ll remember the deregulation of the elec- 
tricity market that resulted in skyrocketing prices and multi-billion dollar pay- 
outs to quell public anger. I'll remember when a drunk and abusive premier 
had the audacity to throw money at residents of a homeless shelter. I'll remem- 
ber, of course, how much further Klein has taken our public health care system 
down the road to privatization, and how much further he wanted to go. 

But Klein’s most notably legacy is the harm he has done to democracy in 
this province. The expansion of the Public Affairs Bureau. The tightening up of 
FOIP rules to make it harder for the public to find out what the government is 
doing. The practice of governing through regulations and orders in council, 
rather than allowing even the evasive and arrogant show that passes for 
debate in the Legislature. The arbitrary and unaccountable spending of billions 
in “unbudgeted” surpluses. No spending limits for parties during elections. The 

profligate use of closure to end debate and push through controversial bills. 

Care about the public healthcare system? You’re a left-wing nut. Dare to 
organize with others to oppose the government? You're a special interest group, 

A troubling democratic deficit and the alienation of regular Albertans from the 
political process in the province is the main legacy of Klein's stint as premier. 

Thanks for everything, Ralph. Don’t let the door hit your ass on the way out. W 
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TOTALLY NOSTALGIC 


| just wanted to share that your column 
("Totally new, totally local, totally gay!,” 
May 11 - 17) brought back a memory of 
mine! 

When | was in junior high there was 
this really sweet guy who every once in 
while wore one of those Vuarnet 
shirts—pink. He got teased about it, 
and he never came out until after high 
school, but even throughout those years, 
he caught all the girls’ eyes and we 
always said, “It must be because he's 
so secure with himself.” 

Thank you again for making me 
smile—your column is quite refreshing! 
HOLLY 


NEXT ACT ACCEPTS AWARD, KEEPS. 
PODIUM SPEECH SHORT 


Thank you for your "award" regarding 
our establishment, as being the best 
place for noshing off of Whyte Ave 
("The envelope, please? Award for best 
shopping nosheries off Whyte Avenue 
goes to The Next Act,” May 11-17). _ 
\'m excited that you enjoyed lunch 
enough to write about it. We are a low- 
key pub that has been around for some 
time. We are actually, quite literally, the 


oldest, longest-running pub on the Ave. 
We enjoy an eclectic clientele and all 
of our business comes via word-of- 
mouth, and that's the way we like it— 
kind of unassuming. | have worked here 
for four years and I'm trying to match 
the old-style charm with Whyte Ave's 
ever-evolving demographic. While 
Whyte Ave continues to change, | kind 
of enjoy being off-Whyte. | use the anal- 
ogy of off-Broadway. Some of the best 
shows in New York are off-Broadway 
and | am happy you felt the same vibe 
about being off-Whyte. 
JASON JACKSON 
MANAGER, THE NEXT ACT 


NO TEARS SHED (ANYMORE) FOR 
LOCAL BAND'S PLIGHT 


| can't begin to explain how sick and 
tired | am of hearing about the "tragedy" 
that befell Dudley Dawson and the 
Burning Heart Choir (“Local band’s new 
album so last year,” May 11 - 17). 

After countless newspaper articles at 
the time of the break-in incident, to the 
benefit shows, which brought on even 
more articles, to your article this previ- 
ous week, | think the entire city has 
been subjected to this tired story 
enough. 

| even hesitated to write this letter 
because it will only add another in-print 
mention of the break-in. While | am not 
suggesting that the break-in itself was 
in any way good, the aftermath and the 


condemnable behaviour of the two 
bands whose gear was ripped off over- 
shadowed the sympathy elicited from 
the music community. Accusing every- 
one from scene members to the Easter 
Bunny of being responsible for the theft, 
the members of Dudley Dawson and the 
Burning Heart Choir are responsible for 
tarnishing the reputations of a number 
of upstanding community members and 
shouldn't be allowed to trot this tired 
old story out in order to sell records. 

Furthermore, reporting on an event 
that happened almost a year ago |s 
shoddy journalism, don't you think? 

For an example of a band whose gear 
was ripped off but refused to falsely 
point fingers, one needs only to look at 
7 and 7 is. Their gear was ripped off, 
they played a benefit show on borrowed 
gear, they bought new gear and some 
new jam space locks, and we in the 
general public never had to hear about it 
again. Thank god Edmonton contains 
bands that can get up and go without 
being whiny crybabies. 

ENRIQUE QUEJARTE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
e-mail (letters@yueweekly.com) or by 
fax (780.426.2889). Preference is given 
to feedback about articles in Vue Week- 
ly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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Here’s your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm -7 pm 

Saturda' 

Sam-2pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
aes hook an appointment, 


_ SUNGLASSES 


NAME Lysa Downey 

OCCUPATION Dance instructor 

BOUGHT SUNGLASSES AT Robes & Relics 
HOW MUCH? $20 


WHY THESE ONES? “1 got these because | lost my last pair of sunglasses from the 
same place—t only have one pair.” 


NAME Christopher Corrigan 

OCCUPATION Bike courier 

BOUGHT SUNGLASSES AT Decadence (“you know, the other Divine”) 
HOW MUCH? $5 


WHY THESE ONES? “The other couriers noticed | kept scratching my nice shades. So 
| bought a few of these. I've gone through three already.” 


NAME Amy Hannan 
OCCUPATION Professional sunglass model 
SERIOUSLY? “Well, sometimes” 


BOUGHT SUNGLASSES AT Promotional gift from Oakley (she is a bloody sunglass 
model, after all) 


HOW MUCH? nothing, obviously, although they look expensive-y. 


WHY THESE ONES? “1 like them because they are big, solid and they're two-toned. 
And they were, you know, free.” 


Spet the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as some of you are fond of 
pointing out, so we can pretty much guarantee that there's a typo, 
grammatical error or some other boo-boo in this issue. The first 
several people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send an e-mail to car- 
olyn@vueweekly.com detailing such a find win their pick from the 
astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in our offices. And we're losing 
the battle—our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, several found that the “cantidacy” for the leader- 
ship race was flawed, and spotted that self-effacing “Canadaian.” 
Marie Sedivy, Caroline Bampfylde, Vicki Henry, Grant Rundle and, 
er, Jimmy Buffet will soon be the proud new owners of some bad 
CDs. Thanks for making us look like chumps! 


Martini (MONDAYS 


$5.25 MARTINIS a A 
ENTER TO WIN AN Gil MALS 
IPOD NANO 


Sr 


HAPPY HOUR DAILY FROM 2PM TO 7PM! 
$3.74 PINTS OF SLEEMAN AND 15%OFF MUNCHIES 


THURSDAY MAY is 
SHAMELESS RECORDS 


WITH AMY SEELY .DEON BLYAN 


ACOUSTIC SETS FROM POP NDEE DARLINGS ON SHAMELESS RECORDS 


FRIDAY MAY 19 


BENEFIT FORTHE CAPOERIA ASSOCIATION OF EDMONTON === 


SOULJAH FYAH 


BRAZILIAN DANCE AND REGGAE BEATS COLLIDE FOR FOOT KICHING FUN 


SATURDAY MAY 20 


THE DOERS 


wirH DOWN NORTH. THE SECRETARIES 
VANCOUVER DOES RETURN TO THE STAGE THAT MADE 
‘THER INFAMOUS! WE'RE A DOER TOO! 


SUNDAY MAY 21 


MUSTARD SMILE 


wirr DJ DUDEMAN! 
GET HERE EARLY FOR THE EPIC LONG WEEKEND SUNDAY) 
‘THE SUNDAY NIGHT GONG SHOW WILL BE EXTNA GONG-V 


MAVERICK MONDAYS 


OPEN STAGE wrrn HOST BEN SPENCER 
MONTON'S BEST STAGEAT rvs MEW HOME! OPM START 
EVERVONE WELCOME - MAVEFECK LAGER UNTIL apis 


TUESDAY MAY 23 


THE SUMMERLAD 


wir TWIN FANGS ann WAX MANNEQUIN 
THREE FINES THE ODT ROCK OM ONE SOLID OIL. CALGARY MEETS 
EDMONTON MEETS HAMILTON MEETS YOu! 


WEDNESDAY MAY 24 


CORBIN MURDOCH 
& THE NAUTICAL MILES 


wir ROBIN HUNTER 
ROOTS ROCK FROMM OUT WEST AMD THE LOVING RETURN OF 
MR. HUNTER AMD HIS ROMANTIC GUITAR 


THURSDAY MAY 25 


GRANNY DYNAMITE 


EDesOrrroeSs GEST COVER BAND EMTERTAINS THE MASSES - VEY 


FRIDAY MAY 26 


THE JOHNSONS 


wir THE ROCKY FORTUNE ano PIND 


PUNK PUNK ROCK WITH A NEW RECORD! GYPSIES FOR LUTE! 


FRIDAY MAY 27 


THE PINK 
MOUTAINTOPS 


wirn FAUNTS anv JUNIOR BLOOMSD: 
ALREADY MALF SOLD OUT FOR VANCOUVEN'S PmrT. 
Gar YOUR TICKETS nOWT 


*10238-104ST * 


ALL SHOW DETAILS ARE AT SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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EMMA SASSE / emma@vueweekly.com 
or Katherine, there has never 
F been a journey as dreadful and 
lonely as her unintended preg- 
nancy at the age of 17. 

Now 31, she recalls that time in her 
life as traumatic, saying it was “like 
the Sword of Damocles had split me 
into shards ... a bunch of competing 
pieces, pulling me in different direc- 
tions. 

“There are so many forces at 
work—guilt and shame, of course,” 
she says, “but at the same time, 
you're trying to make your rational 
self work for you, trying to make deci- 
sions. Meanwhile, your body's gone 
completely haywire.” 

Myriad services exist in Edmonton 
for women like Katherine who find 
themselves in crisis pregnancies. The 
advertisements are everywhere: in the 
LRT, in buses, on bus shelters, on the 
internet, in the Yellow Pages and in 
women’s magazines. 

Some, such as the bus ads for 
Birthright, are simple and hopeful. 
“Pregnant?” they ask. “You have 
options,” is the ad's answer, and a 
toll-free number is offered. 

Other services, such as the Preg- 
nancy Care Centre and the Pregnancy 

Crisis Centre, advertise themselves as 
being able to offer women in Edmon- 
ton non-judgmental counselling serv- 
ices and free pregnancy tests. 

Given these centres’ wide advertis- 
ing blanket, it’s easy for women in 
search of answers to stumble across 
one of them. Online resources for 
women, such as the Edmonton 
Woman Magazine website, list 
Birthright, the Pregnancy Care Centre 
and the Pregnancy Crisis Centre 
alongside Planned Parenthood and 
Capital Health's Birth Control Centre, 
each offering free counselling servic- 
es. But does free mean good? 

“Good counselling asks the client 
what her values are, and tries to cre- 
ate a plan so that she can live out 
those values,” says Bev Muendel- 
Atherstone, a chartered psychologist 
and family counsellor. “But it does not 
try to impose; it is open-ended. Bad 
counselling doesn’t ask you what your 
beliefs are—it tries to impose its val- 
ues on the client by pressuring, blam- 
ing or shaming. It’s not counselling, 
really; it's coercion.” 

Of the many available services in 
the city, which ones provide women 
with what Muendel-Atherstone con- 
siders good counselling? To find out, | 
assembled a team of undercover vol- 
unteers to check out Edmonton’s 
pregnancy counselling centres: three 
different women visited two of the 
centres, and | phoned Birthright and 
Planned Parenthood, 


THE PREGNANCY CRISIS CENTRE 

11227 JASPER AVENUE 

The woman who walks up the creaky, 
dank steps of a ‘70s downtown office 
building is not me. She’s a made up 
character: she’s pregnant as a result 
of sexual assault, and there can be 
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no doubt that she is in crisis. 

The sandwich board she passes on 
the way up, like the bus ads and yel- 
low pages listing she has seen, lead 
her to believe she’s found a place that 
can help. 

The office smells like it needs a 
steam-clean. Mother Teresa peers 


Picking a crisis centre takes a pregnant pause 
VUE WEEKLY INVESTIGATES WHAT WOMEN IN TROUBLE FACE WHEN THEY GO LOOKING FOR HELP | 


down from a crooked metal frame, 
and Pope John Paul II peeks out from 
another office. 

I am quickly spirited into a closed- 
door office when I indicate I’ve come 
to “talk to someone about my prob- 
lem.” 

I make it clear that my crisis preg- 
nancy is a result of a rape. The coun- 
sellor, who tells me she’s a volunteer 
when | ask about her credentials, is 
flippant in response. “It's not your 
baby’s fault that happened to you.” 


Before I can ask more questions, 
she asks a couple of period-timing 
questions, calculates my due date and 
declares, beaming as if she’s just 
delivered the child herself, that I am 
due November 19. There is no follow- 
up regarding my rape: had | had an 
STD test? Gone to the police? I am not 
asked these questions, but I am told 
that the baby will arrive “right before 
Christmas.” 

When the counsellor’s back is 
turned, I pick up a pamphlet called 


Incest. \t tells me “there is no evidence 
that abortion will be a psychologica| 
benefit to the incest victim,” that 
there is “a low incidence of pregnancy 
from incest” and, finally, that there are 
“two victims to consider in cases o{ 
pregnancy resulting from incest.” 

{ bring the conversation back {o 
referrals. | want answers on the ques 
tion of sexual assault—this is, afte, 
all, billed as a crisis centre. The coun- 
sellor offers to go get the phonebook 
for the number of a sexual assau); 
centre. I decline the offer, mumbling 
that I know the alphabet and have the 
yellow pages. 

Instead, | pick up another pam 
phlet, Should rape be an argument jor 
abortion? The leaflet aggressively 
argues that “not one pregnancy as a 
result of assault rape has been record- 
ed by the [federal government] ... the 
possibility of pregnancy is reduced by 
the severe stress reaction related to 
assault rape.” 

Statistics, purporting to provide sci 
entific credence for the biological 
claims in the pamphlet, range from 
1939 to 1986 data. | 

| ask about abortion—we'd already | 
been through adoption, and | had 
received a pile of literature for Christ- 
ian adoption services. 

1 ask if abortion costs money, and © 
am told that it costs “hundreds of dol- 
lars.” This is false: abortions are cov- 
ered by Alberta Health. 

l ask if the Morgentaler Clinic offers 
counselling. “Not at all—you're no‘ a 
person, just a thing.” This is also false 
the clinic offer counselling and coun- 
selling referrals. 

What is the abortion process like? 
"It’s disgusting—they squish the 
baby’s head and turn it around so that 
the procedure is legal. It takes a few 
hours to go through it all.” Also false 
the procedure involves cervical dila- 
tion, takes about 10 minutes and 
involves removing the lining of the 
uterus by aspiration. Plus, there is no 
head at less then 12 weeks. 

As for the risks of abortion, she 
adds that “failed abortions are com- 
mon and result in, you know, the baby 
being implanted in the tube.” This, | 
know, is physically impossible. 

| leave feeling ill. I've gone there 
under the pretense of a crisis. I leavé 
with a stack of political pamphlets 
and not one phone number for a doc 
tor, for a real counsellor, for future 
sexual health resources or for a real 
clinic. 

I go back to the coffee shop on the 
corner and trade off with Mirand@ 
(not her real name), who creates her 
story before going to the centre I'vé 
just left. 

Miranda fears being kicked out 0! 
her church for getting pregnant while 
she’s separated from her husband 
who is, she tells the counsellor, “ver 
bally and emotionally abusive.” 

The counsellor, a different one tha’ 
mine, assures Miranda that me! 


CONTINUES ON WEXT PAG 
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“come around” when they're given the 
‘ews of an impending child, telling 
her that “he might surprise you.” 

The counsellor offers to approach 
her church for her, and Miranda is 
told that she will be seen as a leader 
in her community. She is not given 
any information on how to broach 
the subject with her family, the 
father or her church. She isn’t given 
any resources on how to get out of 
an abusive relationship. She is told 
that abortion is the “only medical 
procedure where the doctor doesn’t 
have to give any information to the 
patient about what he’s doing.” This, 
too, is false. 

Miranda, a Christian in real life, 
leaves aghast at the distortion of her 
faith. “The theological concept of 
Grace is supposed to comfort and lift 
up people in pain,” she says. “Christ- 
ian theology never indicates that it is 
OK to use one’s faith to provide false 
information or as an excuse to pro- 
vide substandard, unprofessional 
services.” 

Later, I called the Pregnancy Crisis 
Centre for more information. The 
woman who answered the phone 
would not give her name, but provid- 
ed me with straightforward answers. 

I ask about the training counsellors 
receive and am told, “We are all very 
concerned about women who are 
pregnant, and that’s all the qualifica- 
tion we need.” 

She says that funding for the centre 
comes from church-based fundraisers 

and donors, in particular the Mother's 


Information 


Session 
Saturday | May 27 


Day rose sale at Catholic parishes 
around Edmonton. 

But most importantly, the crisis 
centre claims to provide information 
on abortion. "We feel that women 
should be well informed before mak- 
ing such an important decision.” 

I ask whether the abortion informa- 
tion is factually accurate, to which | 
receive a terse and emphatic “yes.” 


PREGNANCY CARE CENTRE 
10707 - 100 AVENUE 


Another undercover volunteer visits 
the Pregnancy Care Centre, a church- 
supported service offered since 1984. 
According to its website, the PCC is 
also a registered charity, meaning that 
donors receive tax benefits for their 
contributions, an indirect form of gov- 
ernment subsidy. 

The centre is booked up for the 
afternoon, but Nancy gets in to see the 
director when she declares to the 
receptionist that she wants to talk to 
someone about her options before she 
goes ahead and books an abortion, 
which she plans to do the next day. 

Nancy, or at least her persona, is 
the quintessential career woman: she 
is confident, well informed and has a 
great career. She has found herself 
pregnant from a consensual one- 
night stand. 

Nancy is told she'll have to wait six 
weeks for an abortion. This is false; 
according to Alberta Health and Well- 
ness, the wait is a maximum of three 
weeks. 

She is lectured about post-abortion 
syndrome and told that many women 
who get abortions end up “hating 


Do you have what it takes to attend The 
Art Institute of Vancouver, one of North 
America’s leaders in creative education? 

At The Art Institute, we believe an education in the creative and 
applied arts should be hands on and practical, not to mention 


inspiring. It should prepare you for opportunities in the workplace 
as it gives your ideas and talent a place to take shape. 


men three to five years later.” 

Nancy is also privy to her counsel- 
lor’s personal stories aboutthe joys of 
having babies and repeatedly assured 
that her employer really “wouldn't 
mind” that she got pregnant. The 
counsellor offered her personal guar- 
antee that most employers admire 
women who make decisions that 
involve “thinking beyond yourself.” 

Nancy was asked several times if 
she felt alone and helpless—as most 
women in crisis do. Nancy says “yes,” 
and, in response, the counsellor 
advised her that their organization 
was there for her and that they would 
be the only ones who could really 
help her. 

Nancy also leaves with a veritable 
forest of pamphlets. But like me and 
Miranda, she isn’t given any informa- 
tion about Capital Health, the Support 
Network or any other mainstream 
resources. Instead, she’s given infor- 
mation on abstinence, the risks of the 
morning after pill and how to commit 
one’s self to Christian marriage. 

I phoned the Pregnancy Care Cen- 
tre a few days later, and they con- 
firmed that they are volunteer-run, a 
registered charity and provide infor- 
mation on abortion, but do not show 
videos. 


BIRTHRIGHT 
Birthright, the world’s largest chain of 
pregnancy centres since 1968, boasts 
500 offices, 400 chapters and a North 
American-wide toll-free number. 

The Birthright Charter indicates its 
volunteers shall “refrain in every 
instance from offering or giving 


Register with The Art Institute of Vancouver to attend an 
information session at the: 


10135 - 100th Street, Edmonton 
Starts at 10:00 am sharp! 


advice on the subjects of contracep- 
tion or sterilization, and to refrain 
from referring any person to another 
person, place or agency for this type 
of service.” It goes on to indicate that 
a woman “must be given the freedom 
to choose this evil [abortion] just as 
God gives us the freedom to choose 
evil over good.” 

Despite this, Birthright is described 
in the Edmonton Woman Magazine 
online resources page as “Providing 
caring, non-judgmental support to 
any women facing an unplanned 
pregnancy.” 

A quick call to the toll-free line (the 
Birthright counselling centre is only 
open a few hours a week) provided 
me with referrals and a straight 
answer to the question of abortion 
alternatives: “we don’t provide that 
sort of information.” 

While Birthright ads claim they 
“have options,” the man who 
answered the phone (he wouldn't dis- 
close his location but had an Ameri- 
can accent and told me he was in an 
eastern time zone) said they “help 
girls with whatever they need 
everything except abortion.” 


PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
9912 - 106 STREET 


Planned Parenthood Edmonton is 
funded by the United Way, the City of 
Edmonton (through its preventative 
social services program) and some 
provincial programs. Part of the Cana- 
dian Federation for Sexual Health, 
Planned Parenthood offers a variety of 
services related to sexuality, from 
queer acceptance to STD awareness 


Planned Parenthood employs four 
full-time counsellors, all of whom 
hold post-secondary training in coun- 
selling methods 

“What we hope women leave with 
is an action plan. We identify their 
options with them, and give them the 
tools to implement their options,” says 
the counsellor | spoke with, who did 
not wish to be named in this article 

“We work with women to make 
sure they can deal with whatever is 
going on in their lives ... We provide 
support around the pregnancy issue 
but we also work with the woman 
around other services [in cases of vio- 
lence in the woman's life]. We make 
sure women leave with a list of refer- 
rals and an action plan.” 

The Planned Parenthood counsellor 
added that they often get calls from 
women who went to the Pregnancy 
Crisis or Pregnancy Care Centres first 

“Often they are very distraught,” 
she says, “because they've called 
those places believing they are going 
to get support... [but] women call 
those places and get no information 
or ask questions and are told a num- 
ber of things that are upsetting to 

them 

“I've worked as a counsellor for 
many years,” she continues. “Some 
of the most difficult situations that | 
have had to work with are women 
that accessed those organizations 
It’s like they've been traumatized 
They still need support around the 
unintended pregnancy, whatever 
that looks like, but we first have to 
spend a lot of time undoing the 
things they did.” wv 
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Halliburton unveils 
the SurvivaBall 


=| TECHNOLOGY 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

ttendees of the Catastrophic 
A Loss Conference, held at the 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Amelia 
Island, Florida May 8 - 9, were given the 
first look at a new technology aimed at 
protecting corporate executives from 
the impacts of climate change. 

The Halliburton SurvivaBall, an 
orb-shaped inflatable protective suit 
with integrated communication sys- 
tems, the capacity to gather nutrients, 
onboard medical facilities and 
defence capabilities, was touted by 
presenters as “the only rational 
response to abrupt climate change.” 

Fred Wolf, a Halliburton represen- 
tative who presented the new tech- 
nology, told the conference, which 
included leaders from the insurance 
industry in the United States, “The 
SurvivaBall is designed to protect the 
corporate manager no matter what 
Mother Nature throws his or her way. 

“It's essentially a gated communi- 
ty for one,” said Wolf. “The Surviva- 
Ball builds on Halliburton’s 
reputation as a disaster and conflict 


industry innovator.” 

Members of the audience reported- 
ly asked about the effectiveness of the 
SurvivaBall against terrorism and the 
cost feasibility of the unit. 

The prank was carried out by the 
Yes Men, a pair of culture-jamming 
activists who say the point of their 
“identity corrections” is to bring atten- 
tion to issues which corporations try 
to ignore. 

The group was invited to speak at 
the conference by organizers after 
setting up the fake company websil 
www halliburtoncontracts.com. 

Previous Yes Men actions have 
included posing as Dow Chemical 
representatives taking responsibility 
for the Bhopal chemical spill and 
posting a corrected World Trade Orga- 
nization website at www.gatt.org, 
which also garnered the duo invita- 
tions to address various groups on 
behalf of the organization. w 


Dose: toast! 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 
ose, Canada’s first nationwide 
D=: daily, ceased publication 
May 17, owner CanWest has 
announced 

“we feel the printed publication will 
not produce the financial results we 
expect over the long term,” said Can- 
West MediaWorks CEO Peter Viner in 
a press release 

The daily magazine, published five 
days a week in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Toronto and Ottawa, has 
lost money since it began publication 
in April 2005. 

Fifty people will lose their jobs 
because of the move, while ten 
employees will be kept to maintain 
the online portion of the magazine, 
which will continue to provide daily 
content as normal. 

"The Dose team is a very dedicated 
and talented group, and we regret the 
impact on the staff which has invest- 
ed a great deal in the project over the 
past year,” Viner continued. 
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“We plan to keep the best elements 
of Dose and weave these into our 
web, mobile and general content 
strategies. The internet is clearly a key 
medium in reaching the 18 - 34 year 
old [demographic].” 

The youth-targeted daily had an 
unusual design aesthetic that featured 
random facts along the top and bot- 
tom of the pages, large colour spreads 
and advertising that seemed to pose 
as editorial content. 

“it just didn't seem to be gaining 
the advertising support that a very 
ambitious product (Dose) needs to 
sustain itself,” said Bryan Cantley, a 
spokesperson for the Canadian News- 
paper Association. “A national prod- 
uct trying to tackle several markets in 
a country as big as ours is an amazing 
challenge. A newspaper is a business 
and it has to pay the bills.” w 


————— —— OO 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 
Ciena won't meet its interna- 
tional Kyoto Protocol commit- 
ments aimed at reducing 
emissions to slow climate change, the 
federal government has admitted. 

“We would have to pull every truck 
and car off the street, shut down 
every train and ground every plane to 
reach the Kyoto target that the Liber- 
als negotiated for Canada,” federal 
Environment Minister Rona Ambrose 
claimed during question period in the 
House of Commons on May 11. 

“we could shut off all the lights in 
canada tomorrow, but that still would 
not be enough. To reach the Kyoto tar- 
get the Liberals negotiated, we would 
have to shut off all the lights and shut 
down the entire agriculture industry 
tomorrow,” Ambrose continued. 

But the assertion that Canada must 
be thrown back into the Stone Age in 
order to satisfy emission reduction tar- 
gets under Kyoto has some climate 
change experts scratching their heads, 

“The way she is speaking with 
regard to Canada’s options in meeting 
Kyoto is a little like saying to some- 
body thinking of giving blood, ‘You've 
got to cut your arm off to give blood,’” 
says Matthew Bramley, climate 
change director for the Pembina Insti- 
tute, an Alberta-based environmental 
policy research organization. 

"{t’s a total misrepresentation. It’s a 
dishonest way to be having public 
debate about Canada’s international 
responsibilities,” Bramley says. 

The Kyoto Protocol commits Cana- 
da to reduce emissions to six per cent 
below 1990 levels by 2012, but Cana- 
da’s greenhouse gas emissions have 
increased an estimated 30 per cent 
since 1990. 

Bramley points out that there are 
four ways Canada can can approach 
the required reductions; by reducing 
economic activity, by maintaining 
economic activity with greater energy 
efficiency, by maintaining economic 
activity but using greener technology 
with less emissions, or by investing in 
reductions in other countries. 

“The problem,” says Bramley, “is 
Minister Ambrose is talking as if only 
one of those options exists.” 


AMBROSE will be in Bonn, Germany 
as the president of the United 
Nations Framework on Climate 
Change. The gathering of 189 nations 
will meet from May 15 - 26 to discuss 
the world’s progress on meeting emis- 
sion reduction targets and to negoti- 
ate targets for the second phase of 
reductions, which begins in 2012- 
Federal Liberal environment critic 
Scott Brison, along with a number of 
environmental groups, has called for 
the minister to step down as chair of 
the discussions, saying that it is hypo- 
critical for Ambrose to chair negotia- 
tions for a treaty which she has stated 
she has no intention of complying with. 
The House of Commons also 
Passed a non-binding motion on May 
16 calling on the government to 
respect its Kyoto obligations and 
develop a plan to meet its targets by 


= ENVIRONMENT 


October of this year. The 169 - 125 
vote in support of a Bloc Quebecois 
motion was the first major defeat for 
the new government in the House. 

Ambrose has stated publicly that 
Canada should sign up to the Asia 
Pacific Partnership on Clean Develop- 
ment and Climate Change, a treaty 
that doesn’t enforce reduction targets 
or deadlines. 

“It's basically a creature of the Bush 
Administration,” according to Bramley, 
who explains that it was created to 
counter international criticism the US 
was receiving over not ratifying Kyoto. 

“The US put $50 million into it. This 
is supposed to be an initiative that 
deals with emissions from the majori- 
ty of the world’s greenhouse gas emit- 
ters. Clearly, $50 million isn’t going to 
get you very far,” Bramley says. “It has 
no teeth, it has no targets, it has no 
timelines and, frankly, it has no ability 
to get us on the track towards deep 
reductions of greenhouse gasses that 
the science very compellingly tells us 
we have to achieve.” 


THE UNITED NATIONS has published 


Canada’s submissions to the discus- 
sions in Bonn, which call for softer 
emission reduction targets and 
encourages special considerations for 
Canada from the global community 
because Canada is an energy exporter. 

“The thing that strikes me about 
the submissions is the total lack of 
vision as to what the international cli- 
mate change discussion is trying to 
achieve,” Bramley says. “It’s kind of a 
form of passive sabotage,” Bramley 
says of Ambrose's participation in the 
discussions. 

“The ministry is being very open on 
where we are on this,” counters Ryan 
Sparrow, spokesperson for Rona 
Ambrose. He says the minister will 
focus on a made-in-Canada plan for 
the environment, not necessarily just 
climate change. 

“There's obviously different options 
being looked at right now,” Sparrow 
says, adding that Canada only pro- 
duces two per cent of total global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

“{ think that a lot of people don’t 
realize that 28 per cent of greenhouse 
gas emissions are actually underneath 
Kyoto in terms of targets. Seventy- 
two per cent of the world’s green- 
house gas emissions are from 


rose’confused 6r"lying’ about 
limate change action, critics charge 


countries that have no targets.” 

Bramley says that while its true the 
first commitment period under the 
Kyoto Protocol is targeted at industri- 
alized countries, the intention has 
always been to include developing 
countries in the second commitment 
period beginning in 2012. 

“It was basically agreed by the 
international community that it would 
be the developed countries that would 
take the lead initially in cutting green- 
house gases and that’s exactly what 
Kyoto did,” Bramley says. 

If the United States had ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol, approximately half of 
the world’s greenhouse gas emissions 
would have been covered under the 
agreement, he adds. 

Despite government claims that 
Canada is not alone in failing to meet 
its targets, a number of industrialized 
countries like Germany, France and 
the United Kingdom have already met 
or exceeded their emission reduction 
targets under Kyoto. 

“These countries haven't stagnated 
or gone back to living in caves 
They've implemented the right poli- 
cies,” says Dale Marshall, a climate 
change policy analyst at the David 
Suzuki Foundation 

Marshall admits that reducing 
greenhouse emissions is a difficult 
task. 

“By no means is it the easiest thing 
in the world to do; we're talking about 
fairly wholesale changes to our econ- 
omy but over time those changes are 
possible,” Marshall says. 

He thinks the current government 
just doesn’t consider the environment 
a priority. 

“{t’s a matter of political will. Once 
you've decided you're not going to 
reach the targets, of course you're not 
going to reach the targets,” Marshall 
says. “It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy.” 

Unfortunately, according to Mar- 
shall, the planet doesn’t have the time 
to formulate new plans to reduce 
global greenhouse gas emissions. 

“The science is overwhelmingly 
showing us that we need to act now,” 
he says. “Globally, our emissions 
need to go down within a decade and 
that means for the developed world 
our emissions have to start going 
down now. 

“gither she (Ambrose) really doesn’t 
understand what she’s talking about 
or she’s lying. It’s a simple as that,” 
Marshall says. “We will be hearing 
criticism increasingly, if the position of 
the government stays as itis.” w 
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Oilers jump the Shark! 
Um, we hope... 


IN THE BOX 


g DAVID YOUNG amo 18 PLAYER 
= | inthebox@vueweekty.com 


Once again, just like last week, a crucial 
game in the Oilers playoff ride falls on a 
Wednesday night. That's when Vue goes 
to print. So game six of the Oilers/Sharks 
series has already happened and you 
won't find any results in this issue. So, 

come Thursday morning, either the series 
is aver and Whyte Avenue is a stinking 
mess or everyone is getting ready for 
game seven. TB and Dave choose the lat- 

ter Oris it the former? Always mix them 
up. Anyway, the guys opt for the game six 
win (as if they had a choice). 


STOLL-EN Nice steal by the Oilers on 
Sunday night. The team travelled to San 
Jose and stole a win to go ahead 3-2 in 
the series. Then they brought California's 
weather back with them, bringing the 
temperature up to the high 20s. Inciden- 
tally, the website for the City of San Jose 
boasts that, based on a study using FBI 
crime stats, San Jose is the safest city in 
the USA with 500 000 people or more. 
Burglary was one of the six crimes includ- 
ed in the study. Going into HP Pavilion 
and stealing the first away win in the 
series (and the weather) in front of over 
17 000 people might just drop them in the 
rankings. Detroit was the most dangerous 
large city in the study. The Oilers did steal 
two games there. DY 


THEY'RE PLAYING HOCKEY WHERE? 
Picking up where they left off at the 2005 
World Juniors, Sydney Crosby and Patrice 
Bergeron have been lighting it up over in 
Latvia at the IIHF World Hockey Champi- 
onship. Again playing on a line together, 
they're currently first and second in tour- 
nament scoring. As of Wednesday, Cana- 


da was first in their qualifying group, and - 


had scored more than any other team in 
the tournament. All this without perennial 
tournament attendee Ryan Smyth, who 


Editor of Edmonton's 


has apparently found other things to do 
with his time this spring. TB 


FUN WITH SPELLING Take the letters 
from VESA TOSKALA and you get ASK: 
SAVE A LOT. More like Asked: Not So 
Much. DY 


AND JUSS! ON THE BENCH FOR THE TEE- 

TOTALLERS Putting Jarret Stoll and 
Sergei Samsonov together on the same 
line was brilliant. What Russian wouldn't 
want to be at work with a 200-pounder of 
Stolli on ice? DY 


THE ROAD TO NOWHERE Little known 
fact: the street where San Jose's Shark 
Tank is located is called Stanley Cup 
Drive. Excuse me? Have | been in a coma? 
| don’t remember the Sharks ever winning 
Lord Stanley's mug. Or even coming close, 
really. Aren't they at least a bit 
embarassed by this? Maybe they should 
rename it Super-Classy-Anthem-Booing 
Lane. Whatever. After the Oil win tonight, 
I'll be out on Super Bowl Drive (formerly 
Whyte Avenue). TB 


WHY EDMONTON WILL WIN In round 
two of the playoffs, here are the first 
three teams to win their respective series 
in chronological order: Anaheim, Buffalo 
and Carolina. Edmonton, being the next 
team next alphabetically is obviously a 
lock. Easy as A,B,C,E. DY 


DON'T EMBARRASS US, JACKASSES | 
do not want to wake up Thursday morn- 
ing mad at any Edmonton hockey fan for 
booing the American Anthem. Boo the 
movie American Anthem if you will (horri- 
ble sports movie), but try to show at least 
a little class. So a handful of San Jose 
twits booed the Canadian anthem. Let 
them. All those American fans did was 
embarrass all their Canadian players or 
piss them off. By the way, during game 
two in Edmonton, | counted 16 people 
who did not doff their hats during the 
anthems in Section 336. That deserves a 
boo. Give ‘em a boo, TB. DY 


Where Magazine 


SUSAN 
PHELAN 


launches her debut novel 


THE CURE 


the first book of the 


TUESDAY 
MAY 23 
7:30PM 


10702 Jasper Ave. Edmor 


SAVE 25% ON ALL THE GLOBE AND MAIL BESTSELLERS EVERYDAY 


Blood Tapestry, a 
mystery about 
vampires. 


Cr? BOOKS ~ 


(780) 423-3487 
on T5J 355 


BEVERLY LIEN 
shares stories from her book, 


AN ELK IN THE HOUSE 
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* Computer Systems Technology 
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Award-winning poet 


TIM 
BOWLING 


returns home 
to launch his new book 
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stock of memories, 
friends, fish caught and 
years spent. 
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TO KNOW ABOUT 


CANADIAN VOICES ON CUSR 
THE INAUGURAL EPISODE ON 
THURSDAY, MAY 18TH AT 
THAM WITH LOCAL ACTIVIST 
MIKE HUDEMA ON 
CREATIVE RESIST ANCE 


GO TO CUSR.COM/NEWS FOR THE 


CANADIAN VOICES SCHEDULE 
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May 17, 
= | DISPATCH 


DARREN ZENKO 
dispatch@vueweekly.com 


= 


The worst thing about writing a column in 
a city where a playoff series is the only 
thing taking up space in the public imagi- 
nation is trying to maintain something 
(something, anything) like relevance for 
readers a week—or even 24 hours— 
away from me. Here | sit on a supremely 
sunshining morning, apple blossom snow- 
storms in the breeze outside, knowing 
that before the sun's set there's going to 
be ... some kind of scene? Game Six is 
tonight; what can | say to you from the 
past that’s going to have meaning in the 
aftermath of that bloody battle? 

Are you using this paper to field-dress 
wounds received in the chaos of post-vic- 
tory Whyte Avenue, your blood seeping 
through the horoscopes and hooker ads 
as you desperately, feebly keep croaking 
“Oiiiilerrrs ... Oilllerrrrrrrrs ... " to keep the 
Fan Gangs from doubting your loyalty? 

Has the army rolled in yet, Stephen 
Harper finally getting the opportunity for 
his urban military pilot project as the Cop- 
per and Blue becomes a secessionist flag 
and the Free Republic of Champions digs 
in behind barricades of puckhats and 
overturned paddywagons, Oilfans in 
warpaint keeping the ragtag EPS at bay 
with deadly accurate deployment of half- 
empty Smimoff Ice bottles? 

Or did we lose? 

| wonder where I'll be when the shit 
goes down. It’s been a strange playoffs 
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SOUND CAREER 


The Academy of Production 
& Recording Arts 


Sound for music, film and 
broadcast. Professional 
audio taught by industry 
experts in one of Canada’s 
top recording studios. 
Limited class size and 
hands-on training. 


APPLY TODAY! 


Call APRA now to begin a 
sound career. 


237-8561 
Www.apra.ca 


for me. | went from celebratory streaking 
on the Detroit win to old-fashioned holing 
up in livingrooms. Sometime in the midst 
of all this madness, | moved away from 
Whyte, and my first playoff party 
in the new ‘hood ended with my 
fleeing from Mama's Pizza on 
107th after three periods and two 
overtimes of constant draining of 
$4.50 pony jugs. After that, it was 
back in the hole, feeling Sam- 
sonov’s out-of-the-box goal in Rod 
Phillips’ radio screams ... 

| think radio might be the way 
to go, again. It’s actually a perfect 
way to experience hockey if 
you're not really all that up on the 
swirling mechanics of playmaking 
and line-changes. Best of all, you 
get to get a lot of work done; 
unchained from the audiovisual 
lock of television, | managed to 
spend Game Four unpacking 
boxes, setting up my living room, 
cooking eggs and getting two 
years’ worth of tax documents 
together, all while zoned out into 
the imaginative space only a top- 
notch radio man can create. The 
phone would ring after every goal, 
some pal screaming “OILERS!” on 
the other end, but when the final 
call came—"Come on! Let's go down to 
Whyte!"—I was so cosy in my unpacked 
and prepped new home, so warm in the 
glow of personal accomplishment and 
vicarious victory, that even the promise of 
seeing Edmonton's world-famous Trun- 
cheon Team in action couldn't draw me 
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Red Deer 


2006—Before the storm 


back across the bridge. 

Oilers. ONILERRRRRSSS! The word 
has ceased to be the proper noun and 
marketing label it was just a few weeks 


ago, mutating instead into a watchword, 
a coded term, a tribal identifier, a post- 
hypnotic trigger. At breakfast after Game 
Four | felt a little bit like how | imagine 
The Man They Call Reveen must feel 
when he says a couple syllables and a 
subject turns into a chicken. This one 
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Ask about our Special Discounts and 5 &10 Ticket Packs. 
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Hatha 


lyengar 


12039 — 127 Street 


BETWEEN EDMONTON 


@ onboard movies 
@ single or double row seating 

@ fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
@ complimentary snacks and beverages 
@ several departures daily 


Fort McMurray 


Hooting Dude, his jersey still stained and 
reeking from the night before, sat by the 
door to the restaurant, silenced finally by 
the breakfast he'd stuffed into his face. 

On my way out, | made eye 
contact with him and calmly, in 
my best Reveen tone, said “Oil- 
ers.” The reaction was immedi- 
ate; his arms flew into the air, 
hands still gripping knife and fork, 
and he screamed me back a 
street-hearty “OILEEERRRZZZ!” 
spewing a mouthful of scrambled 
eggs across the table to his din- 
ing companion. 

That's the power of mass hyp- 
nosis, the power and peril that 
lies in the heart of a city gone 
mad-dog over adrenaline 
Remember when the Sun’s front- 
page story wondered peevishly 
why Calgary fans were rocking 
out so hard and Edmontonians 
were being so sedate? 

Yes, please do remember that 
Remember that when the sky is 
black with the smoke of a thou- 
sand burning phone booths, when 
the streets are running with 
bloody beer, when the OH MY 
GOD MILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF 
POLICE OVERTIME are breaking 
the budget and currency is being melted 
down to make model Stanley Cups for use 
as body jewellery by the Blue Mile slave 
girls kept as harem diversions (and 
rewards to loyal troopers) by the clashing 
warlords of Whyte. 

Remember, and weep. w 
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ow PRINT CULTURE who pays the price?”—while others are _for the perfect grilled cheese sandwich 
— sustained, semi-mystical recoveries of | and tomato soup combo. But, as flash- 
ce | CHRISTOPHER WIEBE childhood sensation and ways of know- _— backs reveal, she has a troubled past 
oO | printoulture@vueweekly.com ing. At every turn there is Bowling'’s char- _ involving her mother’s twitchy finger and 


| was saddened to learn recently that 
local novelist and poet Tim Bowling had 
moved back to BC with his family, after 
spending 10 years (nearly all of his writ- 
ing career) living in Edmonton. The liter- 
ary community will miss him—for his 
affableness and easy generosity, certain- 
ly, but also for the quiet intensity of his 
work ethic and dedication to the craft 
that served as an inspiration to many. 

What an astonishing body of work he 
has written in our midst! Since the publi- 
cation of his first collection of poetry, Low 
Water Slack, in 1995, he has published 
six books of poetry and two novels, gar- 
nering many awards and two Governor 
General's Award nominations. 

I'm surprised he stayed in Edmonton as 
long.as he did, truth be told. From the 
beginning Bowling’s writing has been 
pulled by the current of the salmon fish- 
ing world of his youth in Ladner, BC. That 
Fraser delta landscape of slough, marsh 
and murky river has continued to nourish 
him like a well without a bottom. 

In his new collection, Fathom 
(Gaspereau Press), he explores familiar 
themes of childhood, memory and loss, 
turning them in profound new directions. 
Many poems circle the notion of death 
and sacrifice through the tendering of 
salmon—"Each death / adds weight. But 


acteristically expressive and delightful 
turns of image, like “the tide fingers its 
rosary” or “Slick as horse-flesh in the 
rain, the ocean.” 

At the collection’s centre is “Fishing, 
Art, Memory,” a poem that | think cap- 
tures much of Bowling’s ongoing artistic 
project. It begins with the recollection of 
an almost orgiastic day on the river— 
“The catch whelmed over. Fish teemed / 
in the net, our fingers bled / we stood 
calf-deep in writhing silver’—the fisher- 
mens’ shirts become soaked in blood. 

But then it turns to tell how Thomas 
Hardy witnessed a public execution and 
watched as rain tightened the cloth drap- 
ing over the criminal’s body: “With what 
delicious horror did his silence / see the 
look of death assume the cloth! And so 
he made himself a life / of sewing sheets 
to static form / until the essence haunted 
through.” The cloth is a metaphor for 
Bowling’s relentless examination of mem- 
ory and place and the imperfect instru- 
ment of writing. Tim Bowling will be back 
in Edmonton to read at Audrey's Books on 
May 25 at 7:30 pm. 


NOT UNLIKE A DAVID LYNCH film, the 
universe in Calgary writer Chris Ewart’s 
debut novel, Miss Lamp (Coach House), 
is strange and askew. Set in and around 
the Peachland Motel, the novel follows 
defence lawyer Miss Lamp in her quest 


neurological instability and her “vinegar 
voiced” Grandmother's refusal to accept 
Miss Lamp’s physical disability. 

Other peculiar narratives orbit around 
this core like that of the sinister dentist 
Delano who extracts and collects the 
teeth of unwitting victims like the hapless 
Paper Boy: “(He) twitched like a fish 
hooked through the gills. He shook on 
the spot and the spot rattled. He tugged 
on his fancy jacket and the rattle got 
louder. His lips tasted spindle-berry 
numb.” 

It's fragmented and full of blind 
alleys. While things come into focus in 
hindsight, in the midst of it all it can be 
fascinatingly bewildering. One is 
reminded at times of Samuel Beckett's 
trilogy of ‘50s novels: Molloy, Malone 
Dies and The Unnamable. They are dis- 
orienting texts in which Beckett tried to 
evacuate the novel of such building 
blocks as setting, characters and plot 
But Ewart manages to similarly disorient 
without reaching to these extremes, 
anchoring his shape-shifting story in 
ultra-precise and tactile descriptions o 
the world and crafting. 

Chris Ewart will be reading at Laurie 
Greenwood's Volume II tonight (May 18) 
at 7:30 pm. He's joined by Adrian Michae 
Kelly, reading from his Alberta Writing 
Award nominated novel, Down Sterling 
Road. w 
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Slow down, you're moving too fast, 
you got to make this dinner last 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com QoQ and create dialogues between produc- 
he Slow Food movement was ©& ers and consumers to promote health- 
founded in 1986 to protect the re ful attitudes toward food. 


pleasures of the table, when a 
group of activists, supported by the 
Italian government, opposed the 
homogenization of modern fast food. 

They saw the frenetic pace of a fast 
life doing untold damage to both soci- 
ety and individuals. This pace needed 
to slow down, and these pioneers saw 
the table as an ideal place to make 
their stand. 

In 20 years, Slow Food has grown 


into a movement of over 83 000 
members in more than 100 countries 
around the world. The membership 
includes consumers, retailers, chefs 
and producers in a pledge to oppose 
the standardization of taste. Through 
a number of initiatives, both global 
and local, they conserve agricultural 
biodiversity, develop taste education 


Mary Bailey, publisher of City Palate 
magazine, became a member of Slow 
Food 10 years ago. In 2002, she start- 
ed a local chapter—called a convivi 
um—and met two other members 
from Edmonton. Gradually, as they 
began to organize more events, more 
people joined. 

“I'm not a preacher,” Bailey insists 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


Indulgence: pleasure without guilt 


Out of the Edmonton Slow Food convivium’s eight to ten events 
per year, Indulgence is by far the largest. Billed as the “food 
and wine party of the season,” the fifth annual fiesta on May 2 
attracted over 400 attendees. 

For only $45 each, they sampled over 150 wines from 14 
wineries across Canada, from Vancouver Island and the Okana- 
gan to Ontario's Niagara region. Each winery was paired with 
an outstanding local chef, who prepared a special dish using 
ingredients from specially selected local producers. 

The result was a stamina-testing stand-up affair, where din- 
ers moved from station to station in the trade show-like envi- 
ronment of exquisite food and wine pairings. One station 
featured 4th & Vine's Ryan Chmilar with apple-stuffed Cornish 
game hen in a black currant glaze, sourced from Ariana’s Farm 
Fresh Fowl. Each bite was accompanied by Beamsville, 
Ontario's Peninsula Ridge wines. 

Chefs from the Hotel Macdonald, Characters and Flavours 
produced amazing delicacies, using ingredients sourced from 
reliable local suppliers such as Ocean Odyssey Inland and 
Greens, Eggs & Ham. Cedar Creek and Mission Hill were 
among the VOA wine labels presented at the event, certifying 
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that only Canadian grapes went into each bottle. 

Indulgence opened a dialogue unlike any other between con- 
sumers, chefs and producers. Each station featured not only the 
food and wine, but also representatives from supplier, winery 
and kitchen to answer questions. More often than not, they 
were also there to accept praise. 

One of the most intriguing dishes out of a breathtaking list 
was the Elkachino. The ground elk patty with mocha cream and 
vanilla froth was paired with an Asiago biscotti and Kelowna- 
based Mt Boucherie’s Reserve Pinot Noir. The very thought of it 
made strong men weep. 

Diners were entertained by local bluegrass favourites the 
Hotte Family, a silent auction and an onsite wine store that 
stocked everything sampled that evening. All proceeds from ticket 
sales went to support the Junior League's Junior Chefs program. 

Organizer Mary Bailey would like to see Indulgence hit 10 
years, so long as it remains true to its mandate: introduce con- 
sumers, chefs and producers to discovering the fresh taste of 
local cuisine together. With a return rate of over 75 per cent 
and the Slow Food movement growing like it is, the future of 
Indulgence is in no doubt. w 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


*[m more of a come-along-with-us- 
and-have-fun kind of person.” The 
events she organizes are specifically 
targeted: Bailey is far more con- 
cemed with a focus on local produc- 
ers than with the more esoteric Slow 
Food goals. 

“| wouldn’t call myself anti-fast 
food,” she says, “but I want to help 
people connect with local producers. 
There are farmers living 20 minutes 
from our doors who can’t make a liv- 
ing because we want to pay nothing 
for produce at Wal-Mart.” 

Simply shopping at farmers’ mar- 
kets has become a subversive act and 
core to Slow Food. 

“People are naive about where food 
comes from,” says Bailey, who has 
spent her entire career in the food and 
wine industries. “Up to a few years 
ago, they just didn’t care.” 

This relatively new interest among 
consumers has fuelled both the 
growth of Slow Food and resistance 
to genetically-modified “Franken- 
foods” or factory farms. 

“There is also an issue of taste: | 
dare you to compare a fresh tomato 
to one that has sat in a truck fora 
month!” 


SLOW FOOD MEMBERS pay $90 a year, 


$110 per couple or $45 for students. 
These dues earn them three issues of 
Slow Food magazine, access to 
events around the world and an 
enormous network of information 
and support. Local groups are loosely 
organized into convivia that plan 
events and send delegates to interna- 
tional conferences. They also arrange 
potluck meals, farm visits and taste 
workshops. 

Most recently, the Edmonton con- 
vivium held a tasting of raw milk 
cheeses smuggled in from Québec. 
Some of the members are working 
with the school board to develop a 
Slow Food garden in an Edmonton 
school. Students will learn how to 
grow their own food, then consume 
it. In doing so, they will enjoy far 
more pleasure, flavour and nutrition 
than anything the vending machines 


could supply. 

Slow Food aims to have a similar 
program launched in every city that 
holds a convivium. These efforts 
uphold the Slow Food mandates of 
protecting traditional foods (some- 
times in the face of local laws) and 
teaching people how to slow down 
and enjoy their meals. 

“More restaurants are using local 
suppliers,” Bailey says, “and we know 
because we've introduced a lot of them. 
Chefs are just like the rest of us—they 
want better food, and local producers 
give them the competitive edge.” 

Some of the best examples include 
Culina’s Brad Lazarenko and the 
granddaddy of locally-sourced goods 
in Edmonton, the Eco-Café. However, 
Slow Food members come from all 
over, and intrigued guests to events 
like Indulgence get younger every 
year. Doctors, students and drywallers 


have become equally interested in 
where their food comes from 
Expanding the frontiers of flavour is a 
nice side benefit 

“AS our lives get faster and less in- 
the-moment, some of us stop to ask: 
Is this where | want to be?" Bailey 
says. “I don’t want to eat this plastic 
food. I want to enjoy food. The Slow 
Food movement feeds my soul.” 

Events such as the upcoming 
Father's Day Beer and Wild Boar pic- 
nic open up access to the movement, 
and around the world, Slow Food 
gains more members every day. In our 
efforts to eat healthier, perhaps a 
farmer should be chosen with at least 
the same diligence as any other 
health care provider. 

Slow Food can help, and help 
restore some dignity to a table cov- 
ered in fast food wrappers and gener- 
ic, processed crap. W 


Terra Madre: respect your Mother! 


The next Terra Madre (Mother Earth) conference takes place this October in Turin, 
Italy. Thousands of food producers from over 120 countries will gather to discuss 
ways to respect the environment, defend human dignity and protect the health of 


consumers through food. 


Edmonton's Slow Food convivium nominated several Alberta farmers and chefs to 
go to the first Terra Madre in 2004. They went to exchange ideas and strategies with 
like-minded people from around the world who grow, raise, catch, distribute or pro- 


mote the most essential elements of life. 


Organized by three levels of Italian government and funded by members and 
enthusiasts from around the world, Terra Madre will explare the three elements that 
make up the world of food: the traditional knowledge of producers, the creativity of 


cooks and the insight of researchers. 


Delegates will stay in host towns across Piedmont, Liguria and Valle d'Aosta. 
Members of Coldiretti, Italy's largest farmers’ association, will host thousands of del- 
egates on their farms and in their homes. For more information on Terra Madre, visit 


slowfood.com. w 
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El Toro serves up authentic 
Mexican cuisine with no bull 


QUENTIN RANSON / quentin@vueweekly.com 

rlando Martinez is confident 
O that most Edmontonians 

have never tasted authentic 
Mexican food. Mounds of crusty 
ground beef, heaps of processed 
cheese and greasy, heavy gobs of 
refried beans betray the much more 
complex flavours that are available 
when sampling the richly varied cui- 
sine of Mexico. 

Earlier this year, Martinez joined 
forces with his mother to create El 
Toro. They wanted to change the 
culinary landscape of Edmonton by 
revealing the rich bounty of real Mexi- 
can food. 

Martinez and his mother did not 
want to limit themselves to just Mexi- 
can fare, so they brought together 
Mexican and Mediterranean culinary 
traditions. This perfect convergence 
of two distinct soul foods both rely 
heavily on the fresh flavours of their 
ingredients. 

“My mother hates canned food,” 
Martinez says. “If you come over to 
her house, you will only see fresh pro- 
duce, fresh meat ... only fresh food.” 
This passion for freshness is the guid- 
ing philosophy behind everything in 
the restaurant. From ketchup to taco 
chips to three types of salsa, every 
item is made from scratch under the 
strict tutelage of El Toro’s head chef, 
who was specifically recruited from 
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Guadalajara. 

My wife and I joined three friends 
at El Toro for dinner. We were glad 
that we had made reservations. Friday 
is Flamenco night, and it was a full 
house. The lush warmth of the terra- 
cotta floor tiles, mustard walls and 
plum tablecloths were contrasted by 
the thunderous energy of the dancer 
and her guitarist. 


WE WERE INITIALLY seated next to the 
stage, but were soon overwhelmed 
by the wall of sound coming from the 
passionate duo. Our server quickly 
moved us to a cozy corner of the 
restaurant where we could take in 
the beauty and flurry of the perform- 
ers while still enjoying each other's 
company. 

We deferred the choice of wine to 
James Lyle, a self-anointed wine afi- 
cionado whom we affectionately call 
the “vintnerd.” After commenting that 
he was disappointed by the sparse 
wine selection, our server reassured 
him that a new, customized wine list 
was on the way. DeVine Wines devel- 
oped a list specifically paired to the 


distinctive flavours and ingredients on 
the menu. 

James settled for a bottle of Bleas- 
dale Longhorne Creek ($35), a shi- 
raz/cabernet blend that started with a 
burst of plum and strong spice, but 
quickly tapered into an understated 
sweetness. James was a little disap- 
pointed with the wine; he thought the 
palate gave up too easily. Vintnerd 

Mejillones, quesoto, fattoussh and 
crusted ancho chili peppers ... The 
tapas menu had so many exotic-sound- 
ing items that we had a hard time nar- 
rowing our choices down to just three 
We started with flautas ($11.95), 
sautéed vegetables and spicy seasoned 
sirloin steak wrapped in a perfectly 
crisped corn tortilla. This dish was 
accompanied by homemade salsa and 
guacamole, which had such a creamy, 
robust flavour that it perfectly subdued 
the pungent spice of the sirloin. 

The ceviche ($7.95) was next, con- 
sisting of raw fish marinated in a mix- 
ture of lime juice, tomatoes, onions, 
cilantro and chunks of fresh avocado 
The avocado served to even out the 
tart acidity of the other ingredients 
The refreshing dish served to cleanse 
our palates before the intense 
flavours that soon followed in our 
final appetizer, the choripan Andaluz 
($11.95). 

Simply put, this dish kicked some 
culinary ass! Plump chunks of char- 
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+ coal-gtilled chorizo sausage c Thi 
cere 


" bined with roasted red pep 
smoky black beans and subtly bitter 
wilted spinach to seduce our taste 
buds into gustatory awe. The Bleas- 
dale was an ideal wine pairing for the 
choripan, its plum and spice worthy 
rivals for the chorizo. Because the 
wine’s flavours didn’t linger too long 
in the mouth, it seemed that they 
were making way for the powerful 
tastes in the next bite. 


DESPITE TEMPTING Mediterranean 
entrées, such as Moroccan lamb 
shank or pork rack Barria, we all 
opted for one of the compelling Mexi- 
can choices. 

My wife enthusiastically tucked into 
the chile poblano ($21.90). The fresh 
poblano chilis, imported from Mexico, 
were about half the size of a green 
pepper and possessed a subtle, bitter- 
sweet taste. They were stuffed with 
seasoned beef and sautéed vegeta- 
bles, then baked in a bold roasted 
tomato sauce. Hers was a hearty dish 
full of rich and earthy flavours with an 
almost hickory overtone. The gener- 
ously portioned garnishes included 
refried beans, rice, corn tortilla and 
house salad. 

My main course was the sirloin 
chimi churi ($19.90), a ten-ounce sir- 
loin steak marinated for four days in a 
chimi churn vinaigrette (olive oil, gar- 
lic, lemon, oregano, parsley, salt and 
pepper). I expected the stereotypical 
Mexican tastes of hot pepper and 
cayenne with this entrée, but was 
pleasantly surprised by the well bal- 
anced combination of garlic, lemon 
and oregano. The steak’s prolonged 
marinade allowed all of the flavours 
to infuse the meat: each bite was as 
flavourful as the last. 

“Mexican dessert.” It almost sounds 
like an oxymoron. Intrigued by the 
novelty, my wife and I decided to 
share the traditional Mexican flan 
($7.95). The recipe combines creamy 
custard with caramel and coconut. 
The flavour was understated and did 
not quite burst with the depth and 
richness | had anticipated. 

El Toro was not the Mexican food 
experience we were used to. Every- 
one at the table commented on the 
vivid and distinctive flavours that 
made each element of the meal stand 
out. The sauces, salsas and dressings 
all had an identity of their own. 

Attention to detail is often what 
makes a meal exceptional. At El Toro, 
details like only using organic pro- 
duce, serving oven-warmed, home- 
made taco chips and not 
compromising on authentic ingredi- 
ents made our meal memorable. At a 
mere $208.43 for five people, every- 
one at the table agreed jt would be 
well worth returning. w 


“I don’t have to pay 
for this service 


anymore?!” 


4 THT Lil ‘i pati? > 


Another year, another Golden Fork Award. 


Thanks again Edmonton for making Pizza 73 your choice 
for Best Pizza and Best Wings. Now stay tuned for a totally 
new taste sensation as we roll out our new Wedgies - 
handcrafted pizza dough flavoured with garlic, topped with 
cheese and baked to perfection. Just right for dipping, you'll 
totally enjoy a Wedgie... for a change. 
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ANCHOR STEAM BEER 

ANCHOR BREWERY, SAN FRANCISCO, $12, 6-PACK 
It’s hard to find a full-flavoured beer that 
remains refreshing on a warm spring day. 
Anchor Steam offers an original brew 
that balances subtle, toasty malt with 
distinct woody bitterness in a beer you 
can enjoy without being overpowered. 
Anchor Steam is the flagship beer of a 
craft-brewer from San Francisco: other 
steam beers are measured against 
Anchor's interpretation. In Alberta, only 
Anchor's version is available. 

My first impression was an alluring 
blend of mellow, rustic hop character 
with a sweetish caramel aroma. Its dark 
gold colour, bordering on copper, hinted at 
the body to come. The first taste brought 
a toasty malt flavour, supported by a 
slightly fruity character. The finish was 
crisp and dry with a lingering bitterness. 
Sweetness up front gave the beer its 
body and substance, but the crisp finish 
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GOLDEN FORK YOU We get it. You like 
Boston Pizza. So do we—the pyrogy pizza 
rocks. But what was it doing on last 
week's Golden Fork list eight times? The 
city's best soups are not found at Tim Hor- 
tons, and Red Robin does not offer the 
best burgers. How did the Colonel place 
behind Subway and Quizno's for Best 


FOOD NEWS! 


made it a candidate for a couple of pints 
on a sunny day. 

Those pints you pour will be of a beer 
steeped in history. Now rarely brewed, 
steam beer was a traditional style of 19th 
century California. German brewers emi- 
grated to the west coast and found tem- 
perature control more difficult. 

They devised a system of fermenting in 
large, shallow pans, using lager yeast at 
warmer temperatures. This creative solu- 
tion resulted in beer with full body and 


Sandwiches? 

Any “Best of” list is going to feature 
popular corporate spots, but we were 
stunned at this year's results. Dish visits 
two or three outstanding independent 
eateries every week and we're in no dan- 
ger of repeating ourselves. 

Some of your favourites—Hardware 
Grill, Kabsa and Langano Skies—are 
thrilling examples. But when “Best Mid- 
Price” and "Under $10" are hat tricks for 
the chains, we know the easy and well 
marketed have far too much pull. Hell, 
High Voltage costs less than $10 and 
kicks the McClown’s ass! 

This year, try something new. Start with 
the indies on the Golden Fork list and check 
out some of the places reviewed in Dish. 


THANKS EDMONTON FOR VOTING US 


BEST GREEK 


RESTAURANT 


www.koutouki.ca 


flavour that retained the cleanliness of a 
lager. The name derived from the steam 
often observed rising from the pans due 
to vigourous fermentation. 

| recently sampled Anchor Steam and 
compared it to the brew | remembered 
there seemed to be a marked reduction in 
the hopping level. For beer drinkers who 
like their beer hardy, this proves disap- 
pointing. However, the less adventurous 
who want something new will find this 
beer quite appealing. w 


Try the apps at Café de Ville, the soups at 
Soul Soup and a Stonehouse burger. And 
vote. We know we didn’t see our hardcore 
feaders in this poll. Prove it to us. 

Our indies took “Ultimate Dining Expe- 
rience,” “Best Restaurant for Lovers” and 
almost every ethnic cuisine. Let's take 
back the rest of the list for the independ- 
ent, locally-owned restaurants that value 
flavour over format. And the next time 
you stop for coffee, choose a place that 
doesn’t have their logo on the cup. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. w 


EL TORO 


MEXICAN & MEDITERRANEAN GRILL 


THE ONLY AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
IN ALBERTA 


COME CHECK OUT 
FLAMENCO FRIDAYS 


420-9958 + 10425-100 AVE 
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It’s sink or swim for gringos 
en route to the world’s tallest waterfall 


ANDREW DERKSEN / andrew@vueweekly.com 
1 was late April in Venezuela—dry 
| season on the Amazon, and the 
Carrao and Churun rivers were 
running low. 

So low, in fact, that the tour com- 
pany didn’t know if they could navi- 
gate their way to Angel Falls; our 
group of 15 was given the go-ahead 
as a trial run to find out. At the time, I 
was pleased. Only later did it dawn on 
me just how fortunate we were. 

To get to the riverhead, we'd flown 
in on a Single-prop Cessna. | sat co- 
pilot as it carried five members of our 
group to the airstrip in Canaima, a 
small village inhabited by the Pemon 
indigenous people of Venezuela. 

The 45-minute flight was the per- 
fect warmup for the trip; we flew over 
the Orinoco River and parts of the 
Grand Sabana, with spectacular 
panoramas of the approaching jungle 
and its looming tepuis, which are flat- 
topped mountains with sheer cliffs, 
created by countless generations of 
erosion. 

Angel Falls, our ultimate destina- 
tion, tumbles 967 metres from the top 
of one of these cliffs, claiming the title 
of the tallest waterfall on the planet. 
As there are no roads that serve this 
remote part of the country, the short 
flight is not only the best way to get 
there, it’s the only way. 


WE LEFT CANAIMA in two 30-foot 


long, dugout pardello trees that car- 
tied 15 passengers, seven guides, a 
cook and all the food and water need- 
ed for two days. 

Early into the journey, we encoun- 
tered rapids that were too dangerous 
to navigate with seven or eight grin- 
g0s worth of dead weight in each 
boat. We were obliged to disembark 
for a short stroll while our amphibious 
guides gunned the single outboard 
engines over the white water. 

There were only two sets of rapid 
like this, and the second one 
tequired the gringos to learn a bit 
about the amphibian lifestyle. My 
travelling partner Doug and I are 
healthy, young, and somewhat ath- 
letic, so our guides Tony and Antony 
decided that they should split us up, 
one in each of the two boats to help 
with the operation. 

Tony, the guide in my boat, spoke 
Spanish and about as much English 
aS | speak Spanish (about 50 words), 
but it was just enough to enable us to 
cOmmunicate when necessary. 
Antony, the guide on Doug’s boat, 
Spoke Pemon and a little bit of Span- 


= DUGOUTS 


ish, which is more than I can say for 
Doug. Communication between the 
two of them consisted of pointing, 
head nodding and barking sharply. 

This method of interaction makes it 
difficult to know exactly what to do, 
like when Antony had to jump into the 
river to hold the dugout from drifting 
back downstream while the driver at 
the back tried to find a spot where 
there was enough water for him to 
lower the turbine into the river, without 
blowing the engine by hitting a rock. 

This linguistic difficulty was com- 
pounded because Doug was only just 
learning to be as nimble as the men 
who had spent their lives on these 
rivers. The last thing Antony wanted 
was some sunburned physics teacher 
from Canada to jump in to help and 
end up getting washed down the river 
after cracking his head on one of the 
aforementioned rocks. 

Despite the risks, there were 
countless places that we were direct- 
ed to jump in, find whatever pur- 
chase we could on the riverbed, and 
pull 30 feet of dugout pardello tree 
against the current. Do not try this in 
flip-flops, folks; you will either lose 
them, or, like Doug did, slip and sub- 
merge yourself the first time you get 
out of the boat. Do try it, though— 
you won't find a way to have more 
fun anywhere. But the fun doesn’t 
stop there. 

After dragging your boat (and 
those passengers deemed less capa- 
ble of helping) beyond the shallows, 
you must fling yourself back over 
the edge and into the dugout before 
the river gets too deep and you end 
up hanging on to the side of the 
boat, trying to kick yourself up like a 
disabled seal. As you fling yourself, 
you must be careful if you decide to 
step in with one foot first. You may 
end up back in the river or, worse, 
straddling the hard wood as all of 
your weight comes down on your 
tender bits. 

It's a quick learning curve, 
though, so don’t fret. In no time, 
Doug was scooting along the side of 
the boat like Shannon Miller on a 
balance beam. 


SIX HOURS OF THIS kind of exertion 
will tire you out; luckily life at camp is 
a little less strenuous. You can while 
away the time by taking a stroll to the 
viewpoint, from which you can see 
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the falls, or taking a seat to play 
dominoes and drink rum (though, you 
have to pack the rum in yourself) 
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[ lost a game of dominoes, while 
Doug cosied up to a cute Danish 
blonde. I guess karma balances things 


! 


ou 


DEATH RACE/.20 JA 
CAUISERS./ 23 


, seeing as how Doug was in the 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
ayaking rapids, rappelling 
Ke faces, biking, running 
over mountains and navigat- 
ing a path through unknown terrain— 
all part of a day’s work if you’re 
competing in an adventure race. 

Despite the popularity of the afore- 
mentioned sports individually, howev- 
er, adventure racing, which mixes 
these elements together, is still rela- 
tively obscure. 

That's where Andrew Fairhurst 
comes in. With his Edmonton-based 
company, Paragon Adventures, 
Fairhurst is doing his part to intro- 
duce more people to the sport. While 
working full time as an elevator tech- 
nician, he finds time to organize 
training clinics for new and develop- 
ing racers, as well as to compete in 
several races a season. 

Except for last year, when he didn’t 
compete in any adventure races. 
Instead, he pitted himself against a 
different challenge, the Canadian 
Death Race, a gruelling, 125-km foot 
race over three mountain summits, 
with a total elevation gain of approxi- 
mately 17 000 feet and a time limit of 
24 hours. 

It took Fairhurst only 15 hours and 
38 minutes to win it. 


SOMEWHERE AROUND the start of the 
fourth leg of the Death Race, coming 
out of a valley into the uphill stretch 
of Hamel Summit, Fairhurst wondered 
if he was going to make it. 

“I swore to myself I was going to 
keep going no matter what, barring 
my leg falling off,” he recalls. “There 
was one point where I was throwing 
up, and I just kept walking and vomit- 
ing at the same time because I was 
worried that if | stopped and sat 
down, it would be really difficult to 
get up again. 

“They say the hardest legs are two 
and four. That may be true for relay 
teams, but the toughest leg for me 
was the last one [five],” he continues 
“There’s a steep climb out of the river 
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at the end, but it was more the mental 
challenge of being close to the finish 
line, worrying about somebody catch- 
ing me and knowing | felt like shit. 
But I still had it in my mind that I 
wouldn't quit.” 

Fairhurst doesn’t conduct himself 
with the swagger of the stereotypical 
extreme athlete. His humble 
demeanor contributes to this overall 
impression. 

“I surprised myself. Last year was 
the first year I didn’t adventure race. | 
wanted to race on my own and see 
where | stood—am | the weakest 
link?” Fairhurst says. 


WITH PARAGON ADVENTURES, 


Fairhurst eschews the individual 
approach. With its team focus, adven- 
ture racing is about group success 
“What I like about adventure racing 
is you can see how different teams 
react,” he explains. “There are infinite 
ways to get from start to finish; it’s a 
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matter of being able to understand a 
map and pick the fastest route. The 
most direct route isn’t necessarily the 
fastest if you’re bushwhacking or 
crossing lots of streams. 

“Some of my best races were the 
ones | didn’t finish,” he continues. 
“That's what's great about adventure 
racing—if you don’t cross the finish 
line there’s a reason, and it’s usually 
a good learning experience. I’ve 
made navigational errors and been 
on teams where another navigator 
has done the same. You never say 
you're lost, you're just navigationally 
displaced.” 

In the racing clinics he coordi- 
nates—often in collaboration with 
other adventure racers or the Full 
Moon Adventure Club—Fairhurst tries 
to impart some of this hard-earned 
knowledge to new racers. In addition 
to learning about the pitfalls of the 
sport, participants at these clinics get 
a hands-on introduction to the sport's 
multiple disciplines. 

“We usually break a weekend clinic 
into six sections,” Fairhurst explains. 
"Equipment and background about 


the sport, navigation, mountain biking 
(skills and maintenance), training and 
nutrition, paddling and rope sessions 
(rappelling).” 

Coping with the unexpected is a 
large part of racing, and something 
Fairhurst likes to emphasize. 

“Duct tape is a mandatory item in 
the gear bin,” he says. “Being able to 
fix a bike in the middle of the night 
with a broken headlamp is very 
handy. I had some friends who raced 
in Patagonia and one of them split the 
rim on his bike. They shoved a tube 
inside of it and secured the wheel 
with zip ties at every spoke.” 

While fitness is important, Fairhurst 
believes the key characteristic of good 
racers is determination. 

“It's more a mental than a physical 
sport. The world’s top race directors 
will tell you the same thing,” 
Fairhurst says. “If a team needs to be 
rescued from the course, most often 
they have the physical ability, but 
mentally, they've shut down. That’s 
exactly what it was in the Death 
Race. There were people there who 
were fitter than I was, but maybe that 


After digging the dugouts, 
we relished the rum 
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boat with the older, more decrepit 
passengers who applied sunscreen 
and took pictures while he dragged 
them up river, and | was in the boat 
with younger, though slightly clutzy, 
passengers (who were maybe a little 
too keen to jump in, in their haphaz- 
ard, gangly manner) to help out. 

I didn’t actually see much of Doug 
for the entire evening, and I spent the 
evening sharing rum and rationing 
Coke with a pleasant American couple. 

When the sun went down, we 
were served an excellent chicken 
dinner, prepared by our inexhaustible 
guides, complete with yucca, which 


is similar to potato, and some very 
tasty yellow rice. 

We stayed up for a while with Tony 
and Antony, plying them with booze 
and playing dominoes in broken 
Spanish. Slowly, the bottle emptied 
and people wandered to their ham- 
mocks for a well deserved rest. 

I was giddy with anticipation for 
the hike up to the falls the next morn- 
ing, and the trip back down the rivers 
to Canaima. But my giddiness slowly 
gave way to exhaustion, and, with an 
image of the falls in my mind, I drifted 
off to sleep. 

Look for more adventures in the 
Venezuelan rainforest in The Great Out- 
doors, monthly in Vue. w 


! the thrill of 
adventure racing 


Alberta Adventure Racing Club: 
www.albertaadvracing.com 


Full Moon Adventure Club: 
www.fmij.com 


Paragon Adventures; 
Www.paragonadventures.ca 


Canadian Death Race: 
www.canadiandeathrace.com 


day they didn’t have it in their head to 
win the race.” 


THE TIME ON THE CLOCK was 15:38:09 
when Fairhurst crossed the finish line 
to win the 2005 Canadian Death Race 
He was dehydrated, his feet bruised 
and sore. It didn’t take long for him to 
succumb to complete exhaustion 

“When I crossed the finish line, | 
threw up again, gave a couple inte: 
views, and within half an hour, | was 
in the hospital hooked up to an Iv 
That's where I spent the night. | was 
completely dehydrated,” Fairhurst says 

While he enjoyed the event 
Fairhurst has let organizers know he 
won’t compete in the Death Race 
being held in Grande Cache this year 
He’s putting all his energy back into 
adventure racing: competing in races, 
doing clinics through Paragon and 
even designing a race course for Full 
Moon's Big Sky Road Duathlon on 
June 2. 

With plans to race in five different 
events, including an expedition- 
length race (generally defined as five 
or more days), Fairhurst has plenty to 
keep him busy. Even designing a 
course, like the Big Sky race, can 
hardly keep him on the sidelines. 

Fairhurst says, “If I wasn’t working 
that one, I’d be racing it.” w 
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All my friends drive a lowrider 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheana@vueweekly.com 
n the 1970s, surfers in Southern 
California unknowingly invented a 
bicycle style that would transform 
the perspective some people now 
have when they think about the term 
“bike ride.” 

Surfers needed a nice reliable bike 
that would give them a smooth ride to 
the waves, but would still allow them 
to carry their surfboards comfortably. 
They began building bikes that were a 
throwback to bicycle designs of the 
40s and ‘50s. Thus, the style of the 
cruiser bike was born. 

“In the past five or six years the 
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popularity of cruiser bikes has 
increased. Now, they're about more 
than just comfort—the original inten- 
tion of the bike. Customizing and style 
have become a huge aspect,” says 
Warren Currie, manager of Easy Rider, 
a skate, wake and snowboard shop 
“Riding a cruiser is still like riding 
your La-Z-boy down the street, but 
the styles have now moved away 
from their original surfer roots. Some 
are so customized they can look like 


old motorcycles or military bikes.” 


NO MATTER WHAT the customized 


style of the cruiser, they all offer the 
same unique parts to the bike, parts 
definitely different from that of road 
or mountain bikes: a heavier frame, 
wider set handlebars, a padded seat 
that allows the rider to sit upright, a 
pair of thick tires and little to no 
gear shift. 

“These bikes are ideally meant for 
taking an easy ride from point A to 
point B,” Currie says. “They could be 
taken on trails—the tires are thick 
enough since they were originally 
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designed to ride in sand—and there 
are now more variations of bike styles 
with advances in the technology.’ 

Riders can now enjoy cruisers in 
three and seven-speed versions, but 
they aren't something you would race 

“They're comfort transpori,, after 
all,” Currie says, “and they are meant 
for the rider, young or just young at 
heart, to sit back and enjoy. They 
aren't the type of bikes for strenuous 
exercise.” 

Those interested in enioying « 
Sunday ride every day of the week 
could be looking at a price range 
anywhere from $475—the classi 


one speed surfer-style crui 


$700 for a customized, ther 

er with up to s eds. For 

who feel mechanically inclined and 
creative, Easy Rider offers a Blank 
Canvas Kit for $500. The kit 


of a basic unpainted fram 
assembled wheels, basic handl 
and all the other components ne 
sary for building and custon 


your own cruiser 


The cruiser still serves the same 


purpose its inventors originally 
an culti 


hobby as well as 


intended, but now cruiser 
vate a personal 


style.w 
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Comfort Tree buds with life of our own tales 
HOLLY NEWMAN STUDIES THE POWER OF TREES IN OUR PERSONAL AND CULTURAL HISTORIES 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 


any years ago, | took a class 
in comparative religions. 
Our small group was the 


most eclectic bunch of students you 
would ever meet. 

One day, we sat together during the 
coffee break, and the conversation 
turned to our religious upbringing. 
Disappointingly, we were all dull old 
Catholics, Lutherans or Anglicans. But 
I noticed that one elderly man was 
keeping strangely silent; 1 could not 
resist my curiosity and walked up to 
him after everyone dispersed. 

“What's your religion?” I whispered, 
trying to be as polite as possible. He 
looked intently. “I am a tree worship- 
per,” he said with dignity. 

My mouth must have fallen open as 
I slinked away, but I never forgot the 
man. And from that moment on, 
every time I walk down the elm-lined 
street where I live, 1 hear his earnest 
voice and feel that | am in a cathedral. 

“Can you think of a tree that you've 
had a relationship with?” artist Holly 
Newman asks. “Most people have 
one,” she adds. And she is so right 
Most of us have a tree story to tell 

These are not exactly action 
packed dramas; the stories are so 
simple that we would not even con- 
sider sharing them unless asked. Yet, 
they are stories we hold dear to our 
hearts, and are exactly the kind of 
personal accounts that Newman is 
collecting during her exhibition Tell 


TO MAY 30 
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR 
COMFORTING TREE 


HOLLY NEWMAN 
FRINGE GALLERY (10516 - WHYTE AVENUE) 


PREVUE 


me about your comforting tree. 

In this intriguing show, Newman 
has created nearly a hundred water- 
colours of trees. Each holds an object 
in its roots, and the objects are ordi- 
nary, daily life things that give com- 
fort: porcelain knick-knacks, coffee 
cups, children’s toys. And among this 
series of watercolours, Newman 
includes her own reflections on trees. 


AS LOVELY AS the visual part of the 
installation is, to Newman it’s only a 
starting point. (She refers to her show 
as “a project” not an art show.) What 
interests her most is that her work 
incites a dialogue. That’s why there is 
a blank book, left on the gallery table, 
where anyone can write their story of 
a comforting tree. 

Newman’s interest in collecting 
such stories was spurred in part by a 
curious observation. 

“There is not one religion that 
doesn’t have a tree in it,” she 
explains, After some research, New- 
man also realized that people the 
world over make pilgrimages to 
trees—such as the 500-year-old 
maple outside of Comfort, Ontario. 
Many hold trees in nearly religious 


reverence. 

“Some people truly believe the 
trees are talking to them. What do 
they say? Are we just fleeting ants?” 

But beyond her research, New- 
man’s fascination grew out of person- 
al experience, such as an intriguing 
rite of childhood passage. 

“There is a fascinating tradition in 
grade one. Children are given small 
trees to plant,” she explains. Newman 
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planted such a tree many years ago. 

“Today it’s six years younger than I, 
but ten times taller. Somehow we 
have both managed to live. It’s lost a 
few of its limbs. It’s not the most ele- 
gant tree,” she says. “I like knowing 
it's there.” 

The tree that grows ever taller in 
Newman's parent's garden is just one 
of many that have grown to be an 
important part of her life. She has 
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many stories of trees to share. In their 
quiet, timeless and immovable way, 
they have all given her comfort. And 
she believes that she is not alone. 

“The show is my inquiry into my 
idea of comfort and asking the viewer 
if they share that,” Newman explains 
why she asks us to share our stories 
"If you had to come up with a tree of 
comfort, what would you come up 
with and could you?” w 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
t's hard to believe Ryan Stiles 
when he says he’s an introverted 


On SEEny. that the lanky comedi- 
e the untrustworthy 
me's actually quite earnest for 


someone who's made his living mak- 
ing fun. Just that, well, his history 
doesn’t exactly pan that out. 

Born in Seattle and raised in Van- 
couver, Stiles first stepped on to the 
funny stages in his teens, touring 
comedy clubs and strip joints across 
Western Canada. Eventually he 
found a spot with the famed Second 
City comedy troupe, first in Toronto 
before eventually landing in Los 
Angeles. 

His stellar work on the LA stages 
led to arguably his biggest break: a 
trip over the pond for a featured spot 
on the improv comedy show Whose 
Line Is It Anyway? Stiles spent 15 years 
on both the British and American ver- 
sions, earning an Emmy nomination 
in 2002, in between landing another 
prime gig as Drew's decidedly unsta- 
ble friend Lewis on The Drew Carey 
Show. 

In short, Stiles has been performing 
for people since before his adult life 
started—not exactly the trademark of 
the reserved, Still, though, as he tells 
it, once he steps off the stage, he’s 
much more comfortable around a few 
close friends. 

“] get kind of nervous when I'm in 
crowds—I get a little claustrophobic, 
and I'd much rather hang out with a 
few people at a small party than any- 
thing bigger,” Stiles explains from his 
home in LA, a burg that doesn’t 
exactly jibe with his more withdrawn 
tendencies (his regular home is out- 
side Seattle). “When I was nominated 
for an Emmy four years ago, I didn't 
even go—I stayed home and watched 
a rerun of The Fugitive. That's just not 
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my thing.” 

Not that anyone looking forward to 
his upcoming turn at the Winspear 
with fellow Whose Liners Greg Proops, 
Jeff Davis and Chip Esten need worry 
about Stiles’s reserved side coming 
through. As he explains, as much as 
crowds aren't his thing, for him the 
stage is something else entirely. 

“I'm not really all that big on televi- 
sion or film, but if I don’t get up on 
the stage once in a while, I get a bit 
nutty,” Stiles says with an easy laugh. 
"The stage is definitely different from 
real life. Up there you can be anybody 
you want, or do anything you want. 
That’s what's great about it—I don’t 
have to be me.” 


MORE THAN ANYTHING, though, Stiles 
has just come to love the art of 
improv. Although he admits that he’s 
not really surprised by anything 
thrown his way anymore—he has 
been at it for the better part of 20 
years, after all—the nature of the busi- 
ness keeps him on his toes and gives 
him a rush so that no other kind of 
acting, or comedy, really fits. 

“acting is great for paying the bills 
and making a living, but it doesn’t 
really compare to the feeling,” he 
admits. “It's really hard to go wrong 
ona sitcom, because you can do it as 
many times as you want, and you've 
got 14 writers over your shoulder, too 
It's riskier in improv, which makes it 
way more fun.” 

Although, truth be told, for a guy 
like Stiles, it also helps to have a few 
of your friends on stage with you 


Ryan Stiles: the introverted extrovert 
WHOSE LINE 1S 1T ANYWAY? ALUMNI IMPROVISE THEIR WAY TO EDMONTON 


really, it’s the best of all worlds. 

“This is the only time I get to see 
these guys, maybe eight or ten times a 
year, so it’s nice to get together with 
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them,” he says. “We generally have 
fun on stage, and the audience sees 
that you're having fun, and | think 
that’s as big as anything.” w 
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Amber Hayday 

Gat. May 2708 22401 

‘Sun, Way Ha 5-407 

Amber started singing at age five and with the 
voice, focus, look, and personality. pursuing it 
professionally ssemed inevitable. Amber calls 
Stony Pisin home and says she loves being a 
Small town girl, and all that goes with that. Al 
age-nineteen, she maintains, “My passion is 
singing...there is nothing more fulfilling to me 
that he power of song.” This is probably the 
first you've heard of Amber Haydey, Dut it will 
nol be the fast. Female vocalists have been a 
part of country music from day one, and 
today’s women in country are having tremen- 
dous success. as will Amber. She brings con- 
siderable talent to the contemporary country 
Music scene, end her drive for her music end 
assembled tearm will only iead to bigger and 
betler things. This engaging new singer has 
her-feet on the ground, her eyes on the stars. 

and her heart in her music. Amber will be 
around for years to come 


Chad Lodge 
/Good BI Boys 


‘Sat. May 270 ewe 


Chad William Lodge 
was born fo Jim and 
Sandy Lodge in 
Edmonton. Alberta 
on July 30th, 1980. 
After starting his 
singing career at 
14, and performing for local shows ‘til age 17, 
it was in 2001 thet Laredo was born 
Performing such venues as The Rattlesnakes 
Saloon, Cook County Satoon, and Big Valley 
Jamboree, sharing the stege with country 
artists Aaron Pritchett and Corb Lund. In 
2002, a four song demo was recorded al 
BrainDead Studios in Fort Saskatchewan 
which included the hit single “| Don't Want To” 
written by Chad: After Laredo parted in 2001 
with a little hard work and patience, joining 
Chad's father Jim. as bis bess player, came 
Rocco Macri on tead guitar, Mitch McGaughey 
on drums and Darcy McDonald on keys to 
form Good Of Boys: Between Chad's song- 
writing ability and the invetiive skills of the 
Good Of Boys, there is n> doubt they will cap- 
ture the people's heart, from ail over 


Coidspat 


fat. May 2718 


Straight up CANADIANA rock and rot that 
induces the urge to just giver. Young and old 
aliké flock to the sound generated by this 
intense 4 piece rock snd roll machine. Wide 
dynamic song wriling inspired by the most 
classic and influential modern rock bands of 
our time. Aggressive guitar rock, vocal driven 
hooks backed by solid drum and bass grooves 
that play an intricate role in the distinctive 
character of the Band's sound. Mosl recently, 
Coldspoi performed with Wide Mouth Mason 
at the annual NEVfest indie music festival 
just one of several “indie fests” thal the band 
assisted In the planning and ptomotion of 
They've aiso shared the intimate unplugged 
siage on the NAIT campus wilh Winnipeg's 
“The Watchmen They've also performed 
with “The Headstones” at NAIT's outdoor fes- 
tival "Ookfest 


Hanaye Maier 
Fri. May 2808 6: 
Sal. May 27th 0.407 


Maybe Sunday is just a guy and gitl, and a 
guitar and a voice. The duo is made up of 
Marc-Andre Lizotte and Danaye Maier ft was 
formed in Lloydminster in 2005 Yes. 
Lioydminster. Where the only thing te do is 
drive big trucks and party every night of the 
week. Marc-Andre and Danaye met through 
their work at the local radio station and almost 
immediatly discovered thelr shared passion 
for music. The first time Maybe Sunday 
jammed out. there was automatic mojo, as 
they put if. Even though one half of Maybe 
Sunday now lives in Edmonton, they continue 
their fong distance music relationship and 
continue to make music. 


old 

Songwriter, This small town gir! puts passion 
and dedication inte her music, which you can 
feel when you listen to her live. 
unique and distinct and there is clearly some- 
thing different about her approach. ir easy 
going love fot live can be heard between her 
words. With a piano teacher for a mom, 
Danielle was raised by music, snd hes been 
exposed to how far dedication and a belief in 
yourself can take you. Danielle began writing 
music at 12, and af 18 thought it was time to 
pick up guitar and get serious. Danielle finds 
@ way (o inject herevery day with music - her 
bread and butter. Whelher she finds outlets 
like S.MA.R.T. day at Simpson Junior High 
School, Starbucks of even in her own work 
environment for her co-workers at Rew Beauty 
Hair through heartaches, and celebrates the 
joys of life when she is on stage 


Euphonic 


Meet this four piece 
hard tock bank with 
talent and drive, 
which have come 
together, lo creale a 
unique and defini- 
five sound that truly embodies their name 
Euphonic’s music is melody fich and guiter 
driven. Their vocals are distinctive. pure and 
powerful; the songs have thought provoking 
themes that resonate with music lovers of 
young and old. Euphonic is comprised of two 
brothers and two of their longtime friends 
whose individual personalities, musical abili- 
ties, and goals have combined into a single, 
cohesive rock and roll making machine. The 
band has been rehearsing and playing for the 
past 2 years to develop their style and perfect 
their sound. They have performed at a variety 
of in and outdoor venues including Red's and 
The Starlite Room in Edmonton where they 
headlined and opened for such acts as Wide 
Mouth Mason and Mo Bad Ass 


Exit 303 


Sat. Haj 27 500 


A gutsy rock quintet 
bursting out of 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
i's no wonder 
€xit303 hes become one of the city’s most 
innovative and respected bands. Celebrating 
their sixth year with two major album releases 
behind them and a third in production, Exit303 
- guitaristiead vocalist Jay Hotterhus, gut- 
tarist/lead vocalist Dean Park, keyboard Cam 
Ambrose, bassist Michael Rickelis, and drum- 
mer Todd Chisholm prove that longevity stilt 
exists in Indie Modern Rock 


Face First 
Ir. Way 2518 SOUP 


Face Fits! has come tngether to bring their 
unique style of cutting idge lyrics. gritty rifts 
and “in your face” energy to the world. The 
quality that separates this band is the drive 
that each of the guys has to leave nothing 
undone. From lead yocais to drums, guitar 
and bass, the members of Face First connect 
in a way that brings edge. originality and real- 
ity into thelr music, No single member defines 
the band, they are truly a group and it shows 
in their performances and music. Face First 
initially carved out 2 place in the Edmonton 
band scene by delivering cover tunes with a 
fiair that brought the faithful followers back for 
more. Raw talent brought the crowds in and 


energy brought down the house. Now with an 
all-original set, this band does not just play 
together; they create music is multitayered, 
unified and unique. 


freabure 
Bal, May 27th 10-800 


Freeburn, is a very 
diverse rock “n™ roll 
© band hailing from 
Stony Plain 


Alberta. With well over 200 shows to date, 
Freeburn continues to rock ue within 
their path. Freeburn formed in . with one 
thing on their mind rack "n* roll. Freeburns 
unique sound has been compared to the likes 
of Pearl Jam, Headsiones,Creed, and Lynrd 
Skynrd. Freeburh continues to beat down 
doors as there tireless commitment to making 
the music they love, Mesmerizing hooks com- 
plete with face melting solos, 
vocals , 2 ruthless backbeal, and an unmatch- 


Sri. May 20th T0007 


Straight out of the 
seedy ghettos of 
North Edmonton, 
The Ghetto Blasters introduce their tstest 
album, “Torque”. On this, the band’s second 
release, fead singer Uncle Jimmy brings some 
of Edmonton's finest musicians together and 
focks out their fusion of sound with Dives and 
punk elements. However, it's all rock and roll 
at it’s purest and rawest. Entertaining fans.on 
stage is whal The Ghetto Blasters do best. 
The past 5 brief years in playing together has 
brought them featured spots gigging on the 
Juno Awards, Canadian Music Wee, NAIT's 
Ookfest, Stage 13, Van's Warped Tour, The 
Bear's Halloween Howler, Molson House 
Party, and Alberta's Own Rock Weekend. 
They have opened for Concrete Blonde, April 
Wine, Flybanger, Avenged Sevenfold, Gowling 
for Soup, Theoty of a Deadman, 


Treblecharger, Swollen Members, Sum 41. 
The Heads! 


ones and many more 


Heather is new to 
the music scene. 
having released her 
first GD “Hello” in April 2005 with the help of 
producer B8rock Skywalker, formerly of 
Captain Tractor. Since then, she has been 
performing at various venues in Alberta, and 
has reached audiences 4: ' away as 
Australis, England, and Japan She is 
described as an ‘old soul” writing raw lyrics 
and composing haunting melodies beyond her 
17 years. Heather is humbled by the emotion- 
al response of audience members who relate 
to her tales of human siteggies and triumphs. 


damie Calan 
‘Sat. May 2718 7:40? 
San. Way 29tn 12-48PR 


I's easy to see why audiences are riveted by 
a performance by Jamie Calan. His powerful 
vocals, dynamic stage presence, catchy origi 
nals and familiar cover tunes, delivered with a 
signature sound, make his performance & 
memorable one. Jamie Calan and his band 
Redemption pack tons of energy into their 
eclectic rock’ in country act and always leave 
the audience wanting more 


- L, 20th 1.0008 


A Canadian based rock band known for their 
dynamic live performances. Each member 
owns 2 unique sound. July creates music that 
has determined its own path. June of 2006 
will bring recording sessions for new material 
as July moves toward a harder rock sound 
while maintaining the vocal edge of a woman. 
its founding members are Jodie Leslie (lead 
vocals and guitar), and Share Painter (bass 
guitars, vocals). July was pleased to have 
Rolland Videk (drums) join in 2005, and as 
lead guitarist, Bryon Ruttle. Ail songwriting is 
the collaboration of Leslie and Painter. Along 
with local radio airplay, July's tive performanc- 
@s produce an appreciation for the audience, 
drawing them in with emotion and powerful 


rocking music. With Grant MacEwan gradu- 
ates, and members who have dedicated their 
lives to the pursuit of musical excetlence, this 
is a group thet promises to be rocking the 
stages in years to come. 


ly", and is feminiscent of Sareh Mctachisn 
and Amanda Marshall Her powerful and emo- 
tional volce communicates heartfelt messages 
of hope and feeling. She has been seen in 
Edmonton at numerous events, inchiding the 
annus! Bright Nights Festival. and the 
Edmonton Folk Music Festival in 2003. Forthe 
last 3 years, Kelsey has been working with her 
band, and they are currently writing, record- 
Ing, and performing material for thelr first 
album as a group. The band consists of four 
other musicians: Don Burbridge, Gord Oaks, 
Browne Anderson, and Neil Henhig. Kelsey 
writes collaboratively with her other band 
mates, as well as on her own. Every member 
of the group comes from a different musical 
background, and flavors of folk, rock; jazz, 
and pop can be heard In thelr music. 


wid ee 


While attending col- 
lege Kory took a 
guitar lesson and 
began his voyage 
as @ country singer. 
He joined a home 
town band called 
The Rainbow Riders 
and enjoyed it thoroughly, and after listening 
to singers/songwriters such as Conway Twitly, 
Garth Brooks and Paul Brandt, he thought he 
would try his tuck at writing songs. On the 
loss of his father, Kory’s passion for music 
increased and he wrote ballads and songs 
thal related to his falher. He eventually took 
over the band The Rainbow Riders, now cail- 
ing it Kory Wios and The Ryders Kory is best 
known for his boundless energy on stage with 
an appealing voice and natural charisma. The 
main thing he would like for people to get out 
his music, is that they will be able to relate to 
the different situetions his songs takes them 
through. Hopefully, the songs will touch their 
hearts as they have touched his. 


leah Burelle 
fia. May 780 een 


Canadian country 
singer, Leah Durelle 
is a 14 year old sen- 
sation who will bring 
audiences to their 
feet. Her credits 
include 3 International Country Music Awards; 
Best Female Vocalist, Best Female 
Entertainer and Best CD. She is a 2005 win- 
ner in the International Fan Club Organization 
(FCO) contest. Leah has been featured as 
the opening act for performers like Tanya 
Tucker and LeAnn Rimes, end has performed 
at the historic Ryman Theatre in Nashville, as 
well as Fairs and Festivals throughout Canada 
and the U.S. In just 2005 Leah made her 
European debut at the Equiblues Country 
Music Festival and Rodeo in St. Agreves, 
France. Leah recently thrilled audiences with 
8, standing room onty shows at the Norsk Host 
Fest in Minot, North Oakota.. Leah received 
Such great reviews and has been asked to 
return in 2006 to an even larger venue. Leah 
is currently preparing to return to Nashville 
this July to record her 4th CD. 


tae 


Songbird Linda Ruth has been writing and 
producing her own eclectic sound for 15+ 


years. With a stage presence thal is exubsr- 
ant and theatrical, Linda Communicates love 
and joy to @ crowd as if she were playing inti- 
mately around a campfire. This gitlis diverse, 
energetic and refreshing. Her style is born of 
folk-toc, ambient colorings and new-world fia- 

3 which has been coined as “Slightly 
ou the Box!” ~ composition style that 
breaks many rules in a wonderful fashion. 
Currently, Linda Ruth is spreading her musicai 
wings in the studlé fecording Wer first ful 
fength album/GD, with musictan/praduce: 
Floyd Cole engineering at 


e helm His 
friendship, siasm encour. 
aged Linda to step outside her comfort zone 
to play with her originality and explore. Linda 


is eleted to be collaborating with her band 
mates, each of whom bring a creative force 
{hat perfectly compliments the musical 
essence and ethereal tones of Linda Ruth. 


Marble Engine 

‘Sat. May 27th 

There was a packed house at Red's 
Entertainment Complex on the 18th of June 
2004 for the final evening of the Molson 
Gangdian Rock Search and the stage was set 
for one band to literally take contro! of the 
night, and claim first prize. The band was 
Edmonton's Matbie Engine and their unique 
blend of operatic tard rock, three part har- 
monies, and an:almost hypnotic control of the 
sudience blew the judges away and in a unan- 
imous decision Marble Engine made an expio 
sive debut on the Edmonton music scene 
Although this performance appeared. ans" 
surface, to come out of nowhere“ gars © 
were closest to the band tran a®® oor o> 
was the culmination of montns y { 
hard work. Their strategy at stow!; | 
away at the scene by pisying shows at's—— 
venues al The Fox, Urban Lounge, and Red's 
along with aligning themselves with some o! 
the hardest working people in the independent 
music scene 


Melody Park 
See. May 28th 2:00Pu 
Matody Park is 2 
female fronted banc 
consisting of five 
musicians who have 
been playing music in-various settings and 
projects throughout Canada and abroad. The 
group was founded in Terrace, B.C, Canade 
and officially formed in October 2004. The 
music is grove based eclectic rock and pop 
that transcends all age groups and musical 
tastes. The songs are filled with catchy cho 
fuses and melody, while the rhyihms portray 
elements of funk, punk, and jazz. The live 
show will introduce new energy and momen- 
lum to the songs for any audience to have 2 
memorable and exciting experience. Melody 
Park has been receiving attention and acco 
fades from industry professionals around the 
world and recently agreed to representation in 
the UK and Europe As independent artists 
you can currently hear Melody Park on the BC 
North Standard Radio Network “The Mix” 
Extraplay.com unsigned World Charts, inter- 
fet radio, colleges and melodypark.ca 


Wockteerah 
Sve, ay 20th 4:04PM 


From the ashes of an unknown Band called 
Crossfade, the survivors began anew 
Following a car crash then later they rambled 
from the wreckage yet again, and formed 8 
new clan thal is the strongest bonded unit 
ever lo come out of the St. Paul and Elk Point 
area. Mockteerah is influenced by everything 
we've aver heard, from chunk to soil. 
Godsmack to Nirvana. We write our demons 
out, and let people know that seen 8 
fock show. Four small town boys from totally 
different backgrounds come together musical- 
ly into one mind, one voice: 


Mant eos 


OK Cadet is @ 
power trio nat com- 
bines intricate 


26 
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melodic bare and three part harmony. 


bya for music and performance 
these three players are strong and looking for 
take flight. With a combined 30 years of 


music experience and an iron clad dedication, 
something is sure to happen for these three. 


Portal 
Set, May 2708 7-000 


Portal is a propul- 
sive amalgam of 

erfully packaged grooves, insightful lyrics, 
an istic ideals. The band defily com- 
bines the progressive rhythmic complexity of 
Tool, the richly textured orchestration of VAST, 
the intricate production of Filter, and the raw 
emotive pull of Nine Inch Nails into a brilliant 
array of insightfully stimulating music. Add 
Portal’s rich tapestry of global instrumentation 
and @ socially conscious lyrical motivation, 
and one is left with a truly unique sonic and 
psychosomatic experiance. The band's tatest 
release, Element, is without a doubt Portal's 
most mature anthology to date, and one that 
band members consider to be the first true 
representation of thelr visions and tastes. 
The album is a collection of songs from a pre- 
vious felease that the band painstakingly 
picked apart, rebuilt from the ground up, and 
molded into a product they can finally call 


Frl. May 20th 18:00PM 


Like a hot western 
wind blowing across 
the plains, Rake 
has become an 
‘unavoidable pres- 
ence on the 
Canadian rock map 
Climbing each step 
of popularity and critical acclaim carefully and 
Quickly with superbly crafted songwriting and 
@ high energy show, Rake has become the 
next big thing coming out of the West 
Working with such talents as Chad Kroeger, 
Danny Craig, Joey Moi and Matt Martone, 
carved out a distingylshable and 
unforgettable sound int hard rock genre as 

fotlowing. Now, with gigs 
more independent bands would kill for, open- 
ing for the likes of The Tragically Hip, 
Nickelback, Live and Default, Rake has come 
out on top with their newest release "From 
Darker Days”, packed with fierce, inimitable 
songs ready to be heard by all of Canada and 
beyond. Such songs as “Without A Sound” 
and “| Been There” chart the bands growth as 
weil as the emergence of Chris "Maz" Ryan as 
a vocal force. 


The Rolodex Acoustic Project started in 2003. 
@ year after the Hard Rock bands to provide 
listenefs with another version of the bands 
original material. Almost all of the groups’ 
songs have been recomposed for the acoustic 
version, with the band spending just as much 
time on these versions as the originals. The 
band still features the lay members including 
Luke Kowand on vocals and guitar, Steve 
Formstone on lead guitar, Cael Schooler on 
bass. and Neil D'souza (normally the drum- 
met) providing additional guitar work or band 
drums. Luke has even been known to play 
keyboards to add more to the bands sound. 
For more information check out Rolodex on 
the web at www.rolodexmusic.net 


as Australia’s Adam Harvey, Diane Chase, 
Shawndel and Gord Bamford. She will be 
sharing he main stage this summer at Grande 
Prairie's Bud Country Fever Festival with Brad 
Johner; Danny Hooper, The Oakridge Boys 
and the Road Hammers. Shawna Lynne's sin- 
gle “t's just a Cup of Coffee’ has received air 
play in He ve : ais sie Canada and 
Australia re it's in the top 10 
weekly. She is working on her album and is 
hoping to release her new single *! Want to 
Find Me” at the end of the summer. 


“)) SHAWNDEL is with- 
out a doubt one of 
Canada’s brightest 
and fastest rising 
Independent coun- 
try artists. Since the 
telease of her debut 
album Believe in 
2004, SHAWNDEL has compiled an impres- 
sive resume by any standards, She show- 
cased at the CCMA’s and her first single 
“Crazy World” reached #52 on the Canadian 
Charts. More impressive yet. is her list of 
high-profile performances. Continuously per 
forming at the most sought after A-list venues, 
Shawndel has graced the stages of such 
major events as the Merritt Mountain Music 
Festival, Cloverdale Rodeo and the Big Valley 
Jamboree. Opening for Sawyer Brown at St. 
Albert's Rainmaker and Trooper at 
Athabasca’s River Rats are just a couple of 
exciting events for 2006. Shawndel’s single 
“Heaven Knows”, released in February 2006 is 
receiving impressive radio play! This busy 
country girl from Athabasca, AB. is a rancher. 
mother of four and one of a kind performer 
that you don't want to miss! 


anhn 


ore 


Stowourn is a 
rockin’ Blues band 
based out of St 
Albert. The band 
formed 2 years ago 
and has become 
one of the busiest 
bands on the local scene. They have per- 
formed close to 100 shows. Fronted by one of 
the best blues vocalist in the city, Bruce 
(Southside Slide) Watson. Lead guitar by 
Patrick (Lightning Boy) Hughes - up and com- 
ing rising star. Back by the solid rhythm sec- 
tion of Nathan Anderson on drums and Phil 
Wiison-Birks on bass guitar. They love the 
blues - and it shows in their performance. 


Smack Bab 
Sat. 100 AM 


Formerly performing 
under the artist 
name Tracy 
Cadman, Tracey 
has now joined 
forces with ona of 
Edmonton's Top 


Groups, Smack Dab. This highly entertaining 
Rockin’ Country Band provides a high energy 
show playing hit songs from the 70's, 80's & 
90's. 


Smoothride 
| See, May 2000 2-000 


by tock 
| acoustic-electric 
| guitar, groove bass, 
and hard rock drum- 
ming. The product 
isa musical’, hard-driving sound... 3 
very fall ound by nature. Personality-wise the 
band unites three very unique individuals. 
Tongue-in-cheek frontman Saas ri ned 
taised on modest means, and con 
in life, Bassist Bred 


been sensitive of trove around him. 
friends, his family, his city. his society, his 


humanity. Drummer Tim Francis has @ flair for 
unique adventure. He has met 5 Prime 
Ministers, the Queen herself, and has even 
kissed a 1.340 Ib. Grizzly Bear! With such an 
estectic mix of both music and personality, 
Smoothride creates modern rock music that is 
dynamic in both depth and breadth. 


$05 
Ark May zt 8:00 PHL 


S.0.S. What is it? A cry for help? A beacon? 
An invitation? An accusation? An idea? A 
hope? A need? A truth? Even to members of 
this emerging Edmonton-based band, the 
S.O.S. project is a Kaleidoscopic clash of 
meanings, purposes, visions, and influences. 
Did someone say influences? Only about a 
billion of them, ranging from The Tea Party to 
Rush to Dream Theatre to Primus to Jane’s 
Addiction to Interpol to Creed to Megadeth to 
Soundgarden to incubus to Pantera to 
Radiohead to Fishbone to OLP to Rage 
Against the Machine to Metallica to The 
Constantines to tron Maiden to King’s X to 
Massive Attack to U2 to The Flecktones to 
Too! to Steve Vai to Hunter S. Thompson 


Souljah Fyah is a 
wicked roots 
Reggae band out of 
Edmonton with a 
rootical Sound. 
Their music com. 
Aftican per- 
cussion, sweel harmonies and heavy bass 
lines to produce their soulfyl sound. They 
draw inspiration from foundation artists such 
as Bob Marley and Peter Tosh, Their self- 
titled CD, produced by Ibo, has been tearing 
up the airwaves in St. Kitts, Nevis, St. Martin 
and Anguilla amongst other islands. The CO 
has been the featured album of the month in 
Amsterdam and Belgium, and has béen get- 
ting ady altplay all over. Front woman 
Sista J's single entitled "Feel Like Smiling” is 
featured on the soon to be released compila- 
tion CD b Smokey Room Productions. This 
CD will feature many other great Canadian 
Reggae artistes. both male and female. SJF 
have been showcased at Cariwest in 
Edmonton and Carifest in Calgary on the main 
stage as well a8 on A Channel's Wired pro- 
gram . Their live performance is always @ 
treat, $0 be ready to dance when Sista J and 
Souljah Fyah hit the stage! 


Gtereokill 
Url May 2th B00 


Stereokill, a female fronted, all original, four 
piece hard rock band born in Leduc, Alberta in 
September 2005. Stereokill is Jon on guitar 
from Leduc, Alberta, Oustin on bass from 
Edmonton, Alberta, Mike on drums from 
Edmonton and Brandy on vocals from St 
Albert. Stereokill has performed several 
shows in the Edmonton area and they are 
looking forward to playing many more. They 
are working hard on writing their first album, 
and will be appearing at the Rainmaker Rodeo 
in St. Albert an the Hub Showcase Stage on 
Friday May 26th along with OK Cadet, The 
Ghetto Blasters, Face First, SOS & Rake. 


The Sessions 


Sal. May 71h 
Kitk Haakensen, lead singer for The Sessions, 


begs the question. why would someone marry 
a porn star? On the other hand, why wouldn't 
you? After ail, doesn't i sound like a realty 
ood time? Having a really good time is also 
best reason to play in a rock and roll band 
The Sessions goal is to remind everyone of 


What would it be 
like to be at an 
Udder Maddness 
Show? Whatever 
you need it to be 


= 

You can't escape the grip of Maddness. The 
members bring over 25 years of experience 
and @ versatile song list to the stage. Do you 
want country? Top 40 of retro rock and roll? 


i's all in @ nighYS work. Professionalism 
meets party time. Udder Maddness has been 
@n opening act for Aaron Lines, Aaron 
Pritchett, Emerson Drive, Johnny Reid, Chely 
Wright, Doc Walker, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, The 
Road Hammers, Sugarland, Corb Lund, 
Asleep at the Wheel, The Trews, Lisa Brokop, 
Jason McCoy, Adam Gregory, Derek Ruttan, 
and Charlie Major, Their reputation as a 
strong working unit has made it possible for 
the band to beck up artisis such as Adam 
Gregory, Duane Steele, Bey Mahood. Gord 
Bamford, Jake Matthews, Gill Grand, Kenny 
Hess, Damian Marshall, Michael Carey, Krysta 


Scoggins. Tracy Millar, Brent Bstrow, Curtis 
Grambo and Melanie Switzer. Udder 
Maddness’ new album coming in 2006 with 10 
self penned originals. 


Urban Myth 


Sen, May Th C:00PM 


Songbird Linda Ruth has been writing and 
producing het own eclectic sound for 15+ 
years. With @ stage presence thal is extber- 
ant ano theatrical. Linda communicates love 
and joy to @ crowd as if she were playing inti- 
Mately around a campfire. This girl is diverse 

energetic and refreshing. Her style is born of 
folk-too, ambient colorings and new-world fy- 
vorings - which has been coined as “Slightly 
outside the Box!” - in a composition style that 
breaks many rules in a wonderful fashior 

Currently, Linda Ruth is spreading her musical 
wings in the studio recording her first full 
length album/CD, with musician/producer 
Floyd Cole engineering at the helm. His 
friendship, guidance and enthusiasm encour- 
aged Linda to step outside her comfort zone 
to play wilh her criginality and explore. Linde 
is elated to be collaborating with her band 
mates, each of whom bring a creative force 
that perfectly compliments the musicai 
essence and ethereal tones of Linda Ruth 


PRESENTS: 

TUFF TRUCK 
RACING & 
XTREME _ 
FREESTYLE 
MOTOCROSS 


Adult Wee 


Oe cn SUN 


. 
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ARTS 
WEEKLY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


DANCE 


BEACH BOOGIE - KOMPANY! DANCE AND MUS!- 
CAL THEATRE L'Unithéatre, 8527-91 St (944-9115/420- 
1757) © Dancing to summer beach music; directed and 
raphed by Darold Roles and Ron Schuster * May 
25-28, June 1-4, Thu-Sat (8pm), Sun (2pm) * $20 
{adult}/$14 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
72854) * Open; Tue-Sat 10am-Spm ® Teresa Cullen and 
Barrie Szekely; May 20-June 2; opening reception: Sat, 
May 20 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) 
GATHERING GLASS: A survey exhibition focused on 
the development of Alberta's hot glass scene; until July 
8 © Discovery Gallery: GOING GREEN: Exploring 
Environmentally Concious Aspect of Fine Craft * Until 
June 3 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
evenings until 8pm; Sat-Sun 11am-5pm * SUIVAISE ON 
THE SAUGENAY: Watercolour and oil paintings by 
Lucius O'Brien, and documentation relating to O'Brien's 
painting Sunrise in the Saugenay of 1880; until May 28 
© PAINTING A NEW COUNTRY: THE LANDSCAPE OF 
POST-DOMINION CANADA: Artworks by William 
Atkinson, Comelius Krieghof, Frederick Verner and oth- 
ers; until May 28 © MIRROR MIRROR. Artworks that 
explore the historical fascination with the human face 
and the ways it has been represented and challenges us 
to consider what we see when we study ourselves in 
the mirror; until May 28 © NEW ACQUISITIONS: 
Artworks by contemporary artists from across Canada 
as well as works donated by local collectors; until May 


o<_>| Friday, May 26 


o<)|8:00 p.m. 


o<_»|La Cité Francophone 
o<_>| 8627 - 91 Street 


edmonton - 


A= 


council 


28 © CROWDS/CONVERSATIONS/CONFESSIONS: 
Artworks by Max Dean, Kristan Horton, Atom Egoyan, 
Laiwen, George Bures Miller, Don Ritter, and David 
Rosetzky; until June 11 * UNCERTAINTY MARKERS 
AND COMMOTION MACHINES: \nstallation by Jean- 
Pierre Gauthier; until June 11 © Gallery Tours: Every 
Sat and Sunday afternoon * Kitchen Gallery: SPARE: 
Printworks by Steven Dixon; until June 11 © Children’s 
Gallery: ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating illustrations by 
Lorna Bennet; through 2006, 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * 
Landscapes by Quebec artist Serge Gosselin, new 
paintings by Chris Bowman, Brian Zheng and Oksana 
Zhelisko * Through May 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd Fi (439- 
9532/429-2024) ¢ Open: Thu 58pm, Sat 2-8pm * 
RESONANCE AND REVERBERATIONS: Paintings by 
Jennifer Berkenbosch and Nicole Galellis * HALLWAYS 
ON MY MIND: New artworks by ArtsHab residents includ- 
ing Greg Swain, Jeff Collins, Tim Rechner, Gabriela 
Rosende, Pieter de Vos, Roger Garcia, Harold Pierce, Lynn 
Malin, Arlene Wasylynchuk, Tony Baker, Aaron Pederson 
and Eugene Uhuad’* May 18-July 5 * Opening recep- 
tion, artists in attendance: Thu, May 18 (5-10pm) 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) « 
SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring artworks by Norval 
Morrisseau, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 
Gardinal-Schubert and new works by LauraLee Harris 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin (780- 
352-8519.1-888-352-3519) * Open: Mon-Fri; 9;30am- 
5:30pm; Sat; noon-4pm * Artworks by Leon 
Strembitsky, Colleen McGinnis, Donna Brunner, 
Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 


CAFE MOSAICS 10844-82 Ave © SKIN: Artworks by 
Tim Rechner * Until June 1 


CAFE SELECT SOUTHSIDE 8404-109 St (438-1812) © 
Artworks by Lili Vanderlaan ¢ Until May 21 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave. (451-3427) © TANGENT: Artworks by Nadia 
Bertrand, Pauline Ulliac, Monika Dery, Roland Soucy 
and Rénald Lavoie * Until May 31 


CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 
5005-28 Ave (426-5009) OUTSIDE THE LINES: Recent 
artworks by painter/poet Laurie MeFayden; also includ- 
ing artworks by the Allen Gray’s "Group of Eight,” resi- 
dents who have painted together once a month since 
Feb. 2005 © Until May 31 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART 102, 6421-112 
Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12-5:30pm; Sat 10am- 
5:30pm; Sun 12-4pm * SPRING SHOW: Artworks by 
Barb Mandel, Brad Burns, Heather Millar, Tim Rechner 
© Until June 30 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) Open: Tue by appointment 


only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed 
long weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by 
various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: 
Mon-Fri Bam-4pm © UNMATCHED, MIXED AND 
UNFRAMED; May 20°31; opening reception: Sat, May 
20 (1-4pm) * Artworks by Edmonton Life Long Learners 
(ELLA); May 22-30 


FAB GALLERY Aim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 
Ave (492-2081) ® Open: Tue-Fri 10am-5Spm, Sat 2-S5pm 
PIRATE: Bachelor of Fine Arts graduation exhibit * 
Until May 20. 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * TELL 
ME ABOUT YOUR COMFORTING TREE: Watercolours by 
Holly Newman * Until May 30 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (496-7039) * Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
Spm; Sat Sam-Gpm; Sun 1-Spm « ARTSTAAT: Areworks by 
children from 12 to 17 * Until May 31 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm * Main Space: 

© SPACED OUT: Large-scale all white installation featur- 
ing inflated white papery-fabric sculptures by Marcia 
Huyer; until May 20 ¢ GOD AND COUNTRY: Large-scale 
history’ paintings by Matt Bahen and Scott Sawtell; May 
25-June 17; opening reception: May 25 (7-10pm), artists 
will be in attendance * Fromt Room: SHIPPING/RECEIV- 
ING: Scott Rogers recreates Chicago's Sears Tower in 
sculpture and large-scale drawing} until May 20° TAK- 
ING UBERTIES: Anworks deconstructing and re-interpret- 
ing the Statue of Liberty by Kim Bruce, Elizabeth Clark, 
Cecelia Gossen, Isabelle Hunt-Johnson, Celia Meade and 
Louise Williamson; May 25-June 17; opening reception: 
May 25 (7-10pm), artists will be in attendance 


HERITAGE AMPHITHEATRE Hawrelak Park ¢ Art show 
presented by the Edmonton Federaton of Community 
Leagues ® Sat, May 20 (12-4pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) * SPRING COLLECTION: 
Fabric artists, potters and woodworkers artworks based 
on the strawberry ® Until May 31 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) 
* Open Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-Spm ® Artworks 
by Wendy Risdale, Dave Ripley, Isabel Levesque and 
others ¢ Through May 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) © Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm 
Artworks by Eva Nagy Masonyi, Enore Forestal, 
Andrew Reilman, etchings by Thelma Manary and wood 
carvings by Adi * Through May 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) » Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm_ 
* A THOUSAND WORDS: Photographs by medical pho- 
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with guest artists from the 


WUEWEEKLY . 


Regina Maros 
Hungarian Dance Ensembles 


TICKETS --ensecspemnerenenntar nema aaen=t 


$15 adult, $12 student/senior 
Available at Tix on the Square — 
420-1757 or wew.tixonthesquare.ca — 


& Edmonton Csardas 


and at the door | 


tographers Pat Marston and Stephen Wreakes in cele. ~ 


bration on the U of A Hospital's 100th anniversary « 
Until June 11 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6;30pm © PLACES: Sculptures 
and paintings by Tammy Salzl; until May 22 ¢ THE AAT 
OF YOUTH ‘06: Artworks by students of Memorial 
Composite High School; May 25-June 18 ¢ Dining Room 
Gallery: Paintings by Mary Paranych; until June 1 


MILLWOODS TOWNE CENTRE 66 St, 23 Ave * 
Artworks by student of the Artistic Statement School of 
Art * May 24-28 


MILNER GALLERY Stanley Milner Library Main Fl, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq » AAT START: Artworks by chil- 
dren 7-12 yrs old * Until May 26 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street (459- 
1528) ® Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1-4pm * VOIC- 
ES OF THE TOWN/VOIX DE VILLE: The story of 
Vuadeville through the lens of Peterbourough’s Roy 
Studio * Until July 23 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96 St ¢ BECHA 
KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA; A Celebration of Ukrainian 
Art: until June 4 # Valeriy Semenko's landscapes, still 
lifes, historical and collage artworks, until May 18 © 
Chester and Luba Kuc’s embroidered petit poit pictures 
on Ukrainian themes, along with kylymy (hobeiln tapes- 
tries) by celebrated Ukrainian artist Mykhailo Bilas; May 
20 to June 1 ® Sally Patricia Collection: Porcelain dolls 
dressed in authentic Ukrainian costuming; a cross-stitch 
demonstration by Sally Trefanenko; Sun, May 21 (12- 
4pm) © Tsymbalist demonstration by Misty 
Lewandiwski; Sun, May 21 {1-1:30pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
2.30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm * COME WHAT 
MAY AGAIN: New artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre 
Artists * Until May 26 


PICTURE THIS 959 Ordze Ad, Sherwood Park (467-3038) 
® Artworks by various artists * Through May 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(iQam-8pm) © HIGH ENERGY XI: Artworks by High 
School students * Until June 4 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-B00-661-4726) « 
Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5Spm © LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 
MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 * $9 (adult)/$7 
(youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, www.roy- 
alalbertamuseum.ca * Photographic Arts Society of 
Alberta Exhibition ® Until May 28 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * Group show, artworks by Tom 
Willock, Robert Sinclair, Arlene Wasylynchuk, Lynn 
Malin, Jim Stokes, Lori Lukasewich, Cynthia Gardiner, 
and others * Until June 2 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm © 10 STEPS: Featuring drawing/printmak- 
ing artworks by Romanian print artist Florin Hategan * 
Until May 25 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) * Open: Wed-Fri 10am-Gpm; Thu 12-8pm; Sat 
1Dam-Spm ¢ BLOOMIN’ COLOUR: Artworks by Bruce 
Allen, Carla Berens, Douglas Fraser, Susanne Loutas, 
Monk, and others © Until May 27 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * 1ST 
ANNIVERSARY SHOW Featuring artworks by Alan 
Boileau, Patricia Shiplett, Miranda Jones, Craig Campbell, 
Daryl Richardson, Colin Corneau, and others 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 1Gam-4pm © JOYFUL 
THREADS: Fibre artworks by Dawna Dey Harish, Margo 
Fiddes, Mary Anne Kilgannon, Sharon Willas Rubuliak, 
and Cath Tomm © Until May 19 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) © 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * New paintings by Tim 
Nowlin; until May 24 * Artworks by Bobbie Burgers; 
May 25-June 21 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) © 
Reading by Beverly Lein, from her new book An Elk in 
the House * Mon, May 29 {7-30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: 3rd Wed ea month, sign-up 7-8pm © $5 (donation) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave © Music, poet- 
fy, and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Centre for Reading and 
the Arts, Sir Winston Churchill Sq ¢ Brent Hartinger, 
author of Geography Club and The Order of the Poison 
Oak, will be speaking about his two novels about queer 
teens * Thu, May 18 (4pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South Bldg, Am 
122 (433-7704) ® Canadian Authors Association Writers 
Circle: with Margaret Macpherson (7pm), Margaret 
Macpherson speaks about Cross Dressing Your Genres 
(Bpm) # Fri, May 26 (7pm) © Free (member/first-time 
guest)/$10 (non-member) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave (455-3900/447- 
3826) © Andrew Grose, Howie Millar, Tim Koslo, Bill 
Cowen and Dave Stawnichy followed by music with 
Cold Feet and Jim Guiboche and friends * Sun, May 


28 « $20/$30 
THE COMEDY FASTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) « Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Dale Downing * May 25-27 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) © Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Brian 
Work; May 18-20 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428- 
1414) © A Night of Improv with Greg Proops, Ryan 
Stiles, Jeff Davis, Chip Esten * Fri, May 19 ® Tickets 
available at Winspear box office 4 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Every Wed: Pro Am Comedy Jam 
© Pro AM Comedy Jam: Wed, followed by Paul Sveen; 
$5 © Sun: Industry Night Bob Keele, Kendall 
Gawryluk and Paul Sveen; May 17-21 


THEATRE 


CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKING YOUTH THEATRICAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA PCL Theatre, Trans-Alta Arts Barns. 
10330-84 Ave, theatresqured.com (499-1271) * New 
Play Festival until May 28 * The Almost Famous 
Players; May 18 (7pm), May 20-21 (4pm) ¢ Because by 
Emily Holt; May 19, 23 (7pm), May 26 (Spm), May 27 
(7:45pm) ® Bus Fare by Tamara Raynor-Coté; May 20 
(8pm), May 24 (7pm), May 27 (5pm) * Mexico Cracker 
by Jason Magee; May 21, 25 (Spm), May 27 (8:45pm) « 
Quinn's Death by Linsday Goodwin; May 18 (9pm), May 
20, 27 (7pm), May 23 (Bpm) © SHRIEK This by Martin 
Villote and cast; May 19 (8pm), May 21, 25, 28 (7pm) « 
The Six Fisherman by Martin Villote; May 20 (10pm), 
May 24 (8pm), May 28 (5pm) * Spades by Colleen 
Maclsaac; May 19 (10pm), May 26 (7pm) ¢ What a 
Difference a Day Makes by Leah Anderson; May 20 
(9pm), May 21 (6pm), May 26 (Bpm) 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) Comedy improv every Sat 11pm (except last 
Saturday of the month) 


COMEDY NIGHT IN CANADA Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) © A variety “60s and 
‘70s style show with fast paced comedy sketches and 
music * Until June 4 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) © Directed by Dana Andersen, intrigue, passion 
and shennanigans abound in Edmonton’s live impro- 
Vised soap opera * Every Mon (8pm) until May 29 « 
$10 (door) 


THE DISCO BALL Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 Ave 
(420-1757) © Presented by SWAK Productions © Iie 
25-June 3 © $15 at TIX on the Square 


A FINE ROMANCE La Cité francophone, 8627-91 Soe 
(450-1757) © Leave it to Jane Theatre presents this 
musical revue featuring the songs by the women of fin 
Pan Alley ® Until May 21 (Bpm, Sun 2pm, no show 
Mon) © $18 (adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) 


FOOTLOOSE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave * A high- 
energy, rockin’ musical ¢ Until June 25 


GEOGRAPHY CLUB Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre (425 
1820) Based on Brent Hartinger’s novel and per 
formed by members of local youth groups dedicated to 
supporting questioning, gay, bisexual and transgender 
youth * Thu, May 18 (8pm) « $5 


HEY, COUNTESS (AN IMPISH PLAY FOR SPRING) 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (420-1757) © Teatro 
La Quindicina presents a new play by Stewart Lemoine 
featuring Leona Brausen, Jeff Haslam, Ron Pederson, 
and Davina Stewart ® May 25-June 11, Tue-Sat 8pm; 
Sat Zpm ® $18 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on 
the Square; Sat matinee Pay-What-YOu-Can; first Fri 
Two-For-One; $10 (Tue) 


ONE FLEA SPARE Timms Centre for the Arts, 87 Ave 
112 St (492-2273/420-1757) ¢ By Naomi Wallace, 
directed by Andrea Boyd, starring Sandra Nicholls, 
John Wright, Clarice Eckford, Darren Dolynski and 
Clinton Carew. Presented by Studio Theatre. Set in 
1665, plaque-ravaged London, the Snelgraves, an upper 
class couple are to be released from a quarantine peri- 
od, but are imprisoned in their own home once again 
when two uninvited visitors break into their lives * 
May 18-27 (8pm), May 25 (12:30pm), no show Sun, 
May 21 * $8-$20 at TIX on the Square 


PETER PAN Citadel Shocter Theatre, 8928-1014 Ave 
(425-1820) ¢ By J.M. Barrie, new version by Tom 
Wood, directed by Bob Baker. Set in Western Canada 
in 1933, the Darling family, a casualty of the 
Depression, faces the fear of having to send Wendy, 
the eldest, to the city. Peter Pan visits and tells of a 
faraway land where they'll never have to grow up and 
everything will be wonderful, and the Darling children 
are off on an adventure that changes them forever * 
Until June 4, held over: June 6-11 (8pm), June 10-11 
(2pm and 8pm); no show June 5 


PROVINCIAL ONE-ACT FESTIVAL Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (450-1757) ¢ Eight different 
one-act plays that has won at least one competition 
prior to coming to Edmonton. Each of these plays will 
be judged by a selected adjudicator to determine “The 
Best of the Best” for 2006 » May 20 (7pm), May 21 
(ipm and 7pm) * Three-session pass; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior); Single session: $8 (adult)/$6 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 

THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) © Rapid Fire Theatre weekly insane improv 
show every Friday at 11pm * $10 


WEST SIDE STORY REVIVAL The Roost * Until May 
20 (7pm door) © $10 (adv) at the Roost Deli/$12 (door) 
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Adults are always depicting youth as carefree, 
but Carnival shows their more serious sides 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

{ should come as no surprise that 
| youth see themselves differently 

than adults do, and this truism will 
become shockingly apparent to any- 
one venturing to Old Strathcona to 
attend the theatre portion of this 
year's Carnival of Shrieking Youth. 

Although adult depictions of youth 
focus on how vibrant and full of life 
they are, three of the four plays 
attended by this reviewer dealt in no 
small way with death. 

The first, entitled Quinn's Death, is 
about the way the protagonist, the 
aforementioned Quinn, deals with 
the grim reaper who has come to 
“collect” her. 

Taking an adventurous and excited 
attitude towards the prospect of 
death, Quinn antagonizes her reaper, 
which leads to the hijinks of the play. 
The machinations of death and the 
bureaucracy of grim reaper-dom are 
well imagined by playwright Lindsay 
Goodwin, and the play succeeds as 
an hilarious depiction of the dying 
process. 

Special mention should be made of 
the young gentleman Mitchell Vaters, 
a John Cusack look-alike who por- 
trayed the grim reaper as a neurotic 
insomniac, insisting on being called 
Bob and eating all of Quinn’s Pop- 
Tarts while trying to convince her to 
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CARNIVAL OF 


SHRIEKING YOUTH 
PLAYS, MUSIC & FILM BY YOUTH 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, $5.-$25 
kiss him. 

Slightly less successful was The Six 
Fisherman. While well written and 
well executed, the play itself suffers 
from a premise that has been 
stretched to its limit. The play centres 
around Scott and his new found talent 
to channel the personalities of his ex- 
girlfriend's ex-boyfriends, Already 
seemingly confusing enough, we soon 
learn that every single one of this 
jinxed girl’s boyfriends has died horri- 
bly following the relationship. 

Prolonging the cycle, Scott himself 
dies in a sea disaster at the end of the 
play. Premise issues aside, playwright 
Martin Villote’s dialogue was believ- 
able, and his writing ability is certain- 
ly not in question. 


SPADES |S PERHAPS the most success- 


ful play in the area of direction. A 
highly stylized piece, with good use of 
music, makeup and colour, this play 
deals with a complicated relationship 
between four women through 
metaphors, such as card games. 

We soon learn that a tragedy has 
taken place, leading one character to 


eschew speaking. Told in a Brechtian 
fashion, the play skewers the concept 
of suspension of disbelief admirably, 
and the closing monologue by Grun- 
del, the one who never speaks, is well 
done by playwright Colleen Maclsaac. 

Finally Mexican Cracker, the only 
play that doesn’t deal with death. It 
does, however, deal with another 
youthful fixation, and that is love 
and relationships. 

Dipping sometimes into Shake- 
spearian absurdity, this play follows 
the exploits of four people who meet 
on a plane while headed to Mexico. 
The complicated reasons for going as 


well as the complications that arise 
while in Mexico, are all well 
expressed by writer Jason Magee, but 
the real strength of this play was the 
acting; casting was dead-on and the 
actors all embodied their characters 
to an admirable degree. The cheekily 
self-referential jokes about the high 
school drama club were a highpoint 
in the writing. 


THE CARNIVAL ITSELF seemed like 


quite the exciting atmosphere, with 
youth fulfilling all of the roles in the 
theatre process—from writing and 
directing all the way to ticket taking 


Studio’s finale a Flea circus of plague victims 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
} J ou'd be forgiven if you find 
Studio Theatre's production of 
One Flea Spare to be a little 
bit daunting. After all, Naomi Wal- 
lace’s off-kilter play, set to close out 
the 2006/07 season, scared MFA 
directing candidate Andrea Boyd the 
first time she encountered it, too. 

“It was really only the second time I 
read it that I fell in love with it," Boyd 
explains over coffee on a sunny patio. 
“The first time, I was too scared of it. I 
didn’t understand where the hope 
was in the play the first time through, 
and | think it’s very important that 
there is hope in what we do, The sec- 
ond time through, though, | found so 
much compassion in it I don't know 
how I missed it the first time.” 

It's not too hard to see why Boyd 
might have had trouble. Set in the mid- 
dle of plague-ravaged London, the play 
takes place in a quarantined house as a 
claustrophobic quartet—a wealthy but 
troubled married couple john Wright 
and Sandra Nicholls), a sailor (Darren 
Dolynski) and a servant girl (Clarice 
Eckford)—attempt to come to grips 
with the differences between them and 
their less-than-savoury pasts. It’s writ- 
ten with Wallace's trademark bite, tak- 
ing particularly sharp swipes at the 
ideas of class and sex, then and now. 


BUT AS BOYD came to realize, Wal- 


lace’s biggest strength isn’t her incis- 


MAY 18 - MAY 27 


ONE FLEA SPARE 

WRITEN BY HADMI WALLACE 

DIRECTED BY ANDREA BOYD 

STARRING SANDRA MCHOLLS, JORM WRIGHT, 
CLARIEECFORO, DARREN OWS 
CLINTON CAREW 

STUDIO THEATRE, $8-§20 


ing attacks, even if that’s what most 
people notice first. More important for 
Boyd is the fact that, underneath it all, 
there is an honest kind of humanity— 
a humanity that gives the play more 
weight than a simple polemic and lets 
the viewer get in touch with the char- 
acters in a very real way. 

“I've pretty much always been 
interested in socially and politically 
relevant theatre, but that’s certainly 
not all there is to it, because a play 
has to have a heart, has to touch peo- 
ple,” she explains. “In a way, that’s 
also social and political theatre, 
because it’s about us. 

“and the biggest thing for Wallace,” 
she adds, “is that she doesn’t dismiss 
her characters; she loves her charac- 
ters; she loves their bizarreness. So 
even when she gets really, really polit- 
ical—which | don’t think she does in 
this play; I think this play is a bit more 
subtle about it than her others—but 
even when she does, you still feel 
such compassion for the people—not 
characters—the people in the play. 
which says a lot about her ability.” v 


PREVUE 


The participants also appear to be 
benefitting from the mentorship of 
older pros, who are an important part 
of the festival as well 

When! was performing plays in my 
mom's backyard, her advice, such as 
“you can do this but you can’t do the 
dishes?” was less helpful than-the 
advice of the participating pros might 
have been and could have led toa 
career in playwrighting had | been 
smart enough to participate 

Any youth considering a career in 
theatre would do well to check out 
the Carnival, the levei of camaraderie 
and creativity is astounding. v 
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Blog those 
stuffy ol’ 
film critics 


<2 |THE MOVIEGOER 


= §| PAUL MATWYCHUK 
Lx | moviegoer@yueweekly.com 


Daily newspaper critics (and | guess | 
should throw the ones who write for 
weeklies in there as well) don’t have 
the clout they used to. As recently as 
20 years ago, the review in the daily 
Paper was just about the only profes- 
sional opinion many people heard on 
py given movie. 

But the internet has had a dramatic, 
democratizing effect on people's rela- 
tionship to film critics. Not only do hun- 
dreds of competing opinions now 
circulate about every film that comes 
out, but people have also become 
increasingly uninterested in hearing a 
so-called “professional” opinion about 
them. People already know if they want 
to see a particular movie, and nothing 
the critic says is likely to persuade 
them any differently. 

| don’t think this is necessarily a bad 
development. Hey, most newspaper 
critics don’t deserve to be listened to. 
(Anyone who cares enough about 
mevies to attend Metro Cinema, for 
instance, probably knows enough to 
ignore Bill Rankin’s reviews in the Jour- 
nal of the films screening there.) 

I'm definitely not pining for a bygone 
age when readers obediently followed 
the recommendations of their local 
movie critic—if indeed they ever did. 
What | am suggesting is that the tone 
of movie criticism needs to change. 
That old, authoritative style that news- 
paper critics still cling te—so imperson- 
al, so obsessed with the false authority 
of star ratings, so committed to indis- 
criminately reviewing every goddamned 
movie that comes out every single 
week, no matter how disposable—just 
doesn't jibe with the way people watch 
and respond to movies anymore. 


WHAT KIND OF writing will crop up to 
replace it? I’m not sure, but | hope it 
looks a lot like the criticism being done 
by a pair of internet bloggers named 
DK Holm and Dennis Cozzalio, who are 
quietly turning into two of the best reg- 
ular movie critics in North America. 
(Holm does the “Nocturnal Admis- 
sions” column for Kevin Smith's Movie 
Poop Shoot website, while Cozzalio 
runs a blog called Sergio Leone and 
the Infield Fly Rule.) 

Holm and Cozzalio traffic in a new 
brand of movie criticism that | like to 
think of as “humble criticism.” They 
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Ethereal Battle in Heaven set 


between bodies and blowjobs 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

f there is a single, fundamental 
| element running 

through Carlos Rey- 
gadas's Battle in Heaven 
to which we can attribute 
most of the reactions that ie 
have so far greeted the film in its 
gradual circulation of festivals and 
art houses, I'm guessing it’s this: 

We have here a movie that wants 
to work both as a unobtrusive recep- 
tor for the infinite strangeness, terror 
and beauty of the real world, while at 
the same time unspooling a thread of 
images and narrative that seem 
deliberately conceived almost entire- 
ly as metaphor. 

To top it all off, the precise mean- 
ing of the metaphors are far from 
clear. These sorts of dualities are just 
bound to piss people off, though I 
don’t think Reygadas minds much. 

Japon, Reygadas's first feature 
(which never played here, but is avail- 
able on DVD), was likewise calculat- 
edly confrontational, attuned to 
accident and seemingly informed by a 
peculiar, unspecified spirituality. Con- 
cerned with suicide, dignity and the 
limits of the flesh, it was also beautiful 
and moving, only once succumbing to 
bald pretentiousness, and offered 
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FAl- MON, MAY 19-22 (PM) 


BATTLE IN HEAVEN 
WRITEN @ DIRECTED BY CARLOS EYGADAS 
STARRING MARCOS HERHANDEZ 

ANAPOLA MUSHKADZBERTHA RUIZ 
METRO NEMA, $8 


something like genuine closure. 

Battle in Heaven is a valiant follow- 
up, moving from the relative safety 
of Japon's isolation and bucolic calm 
to the chaotic, rampant modernity 
and urban malaise of Mexico City. 
Although its soul is more clouded, 
Battle in Heaven is riskier, more 
ambitious, more audacious and more 
political. 


BODIES FLOOD THROUGH bleak corri- 


dors full of ringing alarm clocks and 
cram into subway cars; traffic buzzes 
around the now two-tiered Periférico 
freeway; thousands of singing pilgrims 
walk or crawl night and day through 
the streets on their journey to Basilica 
de Guadalupe; the Mexican flag is 
raised and lowered in the Zocalo by 
military officers as a routine, empty 
gesture with much pomp; the apoca- 
lyptic nature of life in this city is taken 
for granted and observed coolly. 

The mostly silent witness to all 
this is Marcos (Marcos Hernandez), 


FILM 


FOREIGN 


an apparently gentle, overweight 
security officer and chauffeur holding 
onto a secret about a banal crime 
gone horribly wrong. His body looks 
toxic, bloated with unease, quietly 
desperate for tenderness and ready 
to burst with all manner of fluids. 

He finds solace in the young 
daughter of one of his employers, an 
enigmatic tattooed rich girl who 
moonlights in a boutique brothel 
and, somehow in Marcos’s mind, has 
come to represent whatever frail 
purity is left in the world, 

Which brings us to the images that 
bookend the film, the notorious 
scenes of fellatio that seem closest to 
representing the heaven promised in 
the title. Far from naive fantasy, Rey- 
gadas is consciously showing us not 
only sex between the young and the 
middle-aged, between the beautiful 
and the ugly, but between the white 
and wealthy and the dark-skinned 
and poor. 


REYGADAS IS INDEED allowing for 
some sort of paradise amidst the per- 
vading gloom, but why in this partic- 
ular configuration? Again, the 
persistence of obscure metaphors: 
What exactly do blowjobs mean in 
Battle in Heaven? What does obesity 


mean (Marcos’s wife is even bigger 
than he is)? While we're at it, what 
does soccer (drooled over on Mar- 
cos’s television) mean? Do any of 
these things have to mean anything? 

Unruliness of metaphor delivered 
with unexpected formal grace is 
perhaps endemic to Reygadas'’s cin- 
ematic proposal. Channelling all the 
resources of filmmaking into some 
cosmic blast of transfiguration, Rey- 
gadas resists answers as much as 
he resists making a single conven- 
tional shot. 

He wants to rise up and answers 
just weigh too much. He wants to 
absorb the world while floating 
through it, evidenced in another sex 
scene where the camera's gaze 
begins with lovers on a bed before 
drifting out the window to circle 
around the neighbourhood before 
coming back for a post-coital image 
that renders the lovers like cadavers 
on a mortician’s table. 

It's as though he wants to wrig- 
gle free of narrative while still 
ensuring there's no escape—to cel- 
ebrate surface and depth simulta- 
neously. There’s much in conflict in 
Battle in Heaven, but at least the 
conflict is fought in hope of reach- 
ing the sublime. v 
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Id War fossil with nukes, its 

LX starving people 
haired, sunglasses-wearing wi) 
despot ... Daniel Gordon's 
State of Mind offers unprecedented, 
uncensored access to the shadowy, 
Evil.” 

Throughout 2003, Gordon, his pro- 
pyongyang and followed two girl 
gymnasts—Pak Hyon Sun, 13, and 
for the Mass Games, a huge, choreo- 
graphed tribute to the Great Leader, 
son, “the General” Kim Jong Il suc- 
ceeded him). 
and brilliantly edited, shows the near- 
ly malnourished residents of the capi- 
apartment towers and walking in 
large squares. After school, the girls 
cracked asphalt for more than two 
hours. They come home to cramped 
piped-in state radio that’s always on. 

The girls and their parents are often 
open up, as when Pak Hyon Sun 
wishes she had siblings or talks about 


. ruled by a shock- 
fascinating documentary A THIS ROCKS 
strangest member of the “Axis of 
ducer and cameraman visited 
Kim Song Yon, 11—as they prepared 
Kim Il Sung, who died in 1994 (his 

The film, crisply shot in DigiBeta 
tal city living in '60s-era, Soviet-style 
practice their gymnastic routines on 
apartments with art-free walls and a 
cautiously reserved, but at times they 
her strict grandmother. These tanta- 


FAl- MON MAY 19-22 (1 PU) 

A STATE OF MIND 
DIRECTED BY DAML GORDON 
STARRING PAK HYON SUN KM SONG YOR, 
THEGREAT LEADER 

METRO CINEMA, 8 


lizing instances of individuality are 
eclipsed by the oppressive climate, in 
which state holidays, news and songs 
all extol the General and his father. 
Even the sublime, fog-shrouded 
Mount Paekdu, a spot special to all 
Koreans, has been mythologized into 
the birthplace of Kim Jong Il. 


MEMORIES OF the American-led 

bombings during the Korean War 
(referred to as the “Victorious Father- 
land Liberation War’) still fester, and 
the few, horrific black-and-white clips 
of the aftermath make it clear why 

Even with the US as its constantly 
demonized enemy, though, North 
Korea often appears here as a broken 
creation and reflection of the outside 
world’s long-running state ideologies. 
The Mass Games are an extreme ver- 
sion of the Olympic ceremonies; 
school, gymnastic practices and army 
training are more severe versions of 
our education, sports camps and mili- 
tary drills. 

The film’s recurring image, of two 
girls in blue costumes tossing red 
balls against a black backdrop, takes 
on an eerie yet hopeful meaning, 
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clashing youthful colour and move- 
ment with the dim, paralyzed 
nation-state. 

The Mass Games is the extraordi- 
nary, ultimate expression of millions 
acting as one, with people reduced to 
ants in colourful formation or pixels 


Swing Lohan, no chariot to success 


STEVE LILLEBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 
hameless self-promoter Lindsay 

Semen gives the 
impression that she 

wants to advance from a 

Disney teen to I-am-an- 

artist-like-Jane Fonda as 

soon as possible. 

With no less than four feature films 
due out in the next 12 months— 
including a big-budget drama co-star- 
ring Fonda herself—you have to 
wonder what a rising star is doing 
trapped in a cookie cutter romantic 
comedy. 

{n Just My Luck, Lohan plays Ash- 
ley, a ridiculously good fortuned Man- 
hattan publicist. She hails cabs with 
ease in jammed New York traffic, hit- 
ting every green light; she always 
meets the dreamiest of guys; hell, she 
even wins on scratch tickets while the 
rest of us muck around, getting 
caught in the rain. 

But not so fast, says the proverbial 
plot device: wouldn’t it be funny if 
someone with good luck kissed their 
opposite—someone with bad luck— 
and their luck, er, switched? Hence, 
Ashley meets Jake (Chris Pine), the 
unluckiest guy in the world. Sparks 
develop, they kiss, swap their luck 
and hilarity ensues. 

Jake transforms from being a bowl!- 
ing alley janitor to finally signing 
McFly, the band he’s been trying to 
manage, to a major label. Meanwhile, 
Ashley loses her hot-shot job, ends up 
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UST MY LUCK 
DIRECTED BY DOWALD PETRIE 
STARRING LINDSAY LOHAN, CHRIS PINE, 
= SAMAIRE ARMSTRONG, BREE TURNER 
in jail, and breaks her heel all in the 
same day. Ha ha! 


A MAJOR TEST of romantic comedies is 
whether or not we actually care about 
the inevitable hook-up. Something 
needs to pull the characters apart for a 
bit so when they do finally get togeth- 
er, it hits us with relief. In Just My Luck, 
however, this important element of the 
genre is completely absent 

Instead, they spend most of the film 
setting up various gags that only Peter 


Sellers could pull off. In one scene, 
Ashley gets her hair caught in a hair 
dryer, breaks a mirror and shorts out 
the electricity. Later, she’s left slipping, 
sliding and falling down after putting 
too much detergent in the washing 
machine. It foams up, sending bubbies 
throughout the entire apartment, as 
she frantically tries to turn the 
machine off. You can’t help but cringe 

The rest of the comedic moments 
sort of bump along at a reasonable 
pace until we fill up enough time for 
the love interests to end up together 
about 90 minutes later 

It simply isn't enough to propel the 
audience to care, and it’s a waste of 
Lohan’s developing talent to Have to 
suffer through such an absurd story- 
line. v 


Mind infiltrates North Korea 


within a giant human flashboard. The 
2003 performance is a vivid, haunting 
display of collective will and North 
Korea's much-prided “self-reliance.” 
For 90 minutes, A State of Mind 
thrusts you into the near-hypnotic 
mentality of a 1984-ish place. But 


GLOBAL VISIONS 
FILM FESTIVAL 


once you return to our society, you 
may see it anew. 

You may even look beyond the fog 
of ideologies, delusions and slogans 
that swirl around us each day, trying 
to see past those darkly concealing 
words, “freedom” and “democracy.” v 
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2 ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS FROM OUR 2005 FESTIVAL 


THURSDAY MAY 25, 7 PM, at Metro Cinema 


THE CHILDREN OF THE MOUNTIANS 


Philippines, 2005, 44 mins 


Director: Boyd Pickup, & Jukka Holopainen, 


and Marge Babon 


The Philippines is considered to be a global hot spot of 
biodiversity. With only 3% old growth forests remaining, 
the fate of cultures, resources, and un discovered treasures 
hang in the balance. 


WATER IS LIFE 
Ghana , 2004, 52 mins 
Dire ctor: Kwesi Owusu 


This landmark documentary offers a unique glimpse into 
Ghana's quest for safe and affordable water for all. The 
film tells powerful human stories about the scramble for 
water and tackles the major issues relating to sustainable 


water provision. 
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THe WOPLD’S 
HOLEESE 


THE WORLDS 
HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 
NIGHTLY 7:00 PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE 1:00 PM 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY 


NIGHTLY 9:00 PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE 3:00 PM 
‘RATED 144 COARSE LANGDAGE 
VISIT US OM LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


LIVE ‘AND BECOME 
NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:30 PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE 2:00 PM 


25, COARSE LANGA 
VISIT US ON US ON LINE a > MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 
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a film by DANIEL GORDON 
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“A STUNNING, Se ganrame 


REVELATORY 
EXPERIENCE,” 


Kevin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“SUPERB... 


a Tour de Force: 
—Time Out 


BATTLE IN HEAVEN 


A FILM BY CARLOS REVGADAS 
FRIDAY 7ro MONDAY a; 9PM 


* All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall inthe Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to’ www. metrocinema.org 
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Double bill of enviro docs take * 
on logging and water’s scarcity 


f two environmental films with the 
titles Children of the 

is Life sound far too pre- ¢y 
cious, you're half right. 

of last year's Global Visions Festival, 
offers one rather simplistic, conde- 
the Philippines and one rather com- 
plex, detailed look at the water crisis 

Children of the Mountains constant- 
ly aligns the Agta people (of the Sierra 
erm coast of Luzon) with nature. The 
underwhelming, overwrought narra- 
known as Dumagats, came to the 
area 20 000 years ago, yet “their tales 
as ancient as the mountains.” 

The Agta eat pig, the narrator 
no!). Romanticism and condescension 
are as bizarrely mixed as the 
like a “chessboard, as if a giant 
gouged the mountain.” 
sistent soundtrack that sounds as if it 
were composed by a ten-year-old on 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@yueweekly.com 
Mountains and Water 
This double bill, courtesy THISIS Ok 
scending look at the Agta people in 
in Ghana. 
Madre mountain range, on the east- 
tion tells us that these people, also 
are as old as the ocean, their stories 
notes, “and even monkey” (oh god, 
metaphors—the Sierra Madres look 
The narration—along with a per- 
one drum and a broken-down synthe- 
GARNEAU 
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ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:10PM 
SAT, SUN & MON MATINEE @ 2:00 


RATED 184 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


THU, MAY 25 (7PM) 
CHILDREN OF THE 
MoU 


TAINS 
DURECTED BY OYO PICKUP JUNKAHLOPAINE, 
MARGE BABON 
WATER IS LIFE 


DIRECTED BY KWES! OWUSU 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


ENVIRO DOCS 


sizer in his basement—brutalizes an 
inherently sad, compelling look at a 
people who are losing their way of life 
because of massive logging. There is 
little old growth forest left, and ani- 
mals’ habitats are disappearing. 

Interviews with the Agta speak 
tragic volumes more than the script, 
which insists on seeing these people 
as “represent[ing] all that is unique 
in the Philippines.” Only a portrait of 
these human-yet-inhuman folk—‘the 
Agta are suffering the same fate as 
the wildlife"—can make us care 
about environmental destruction, 
apparently. 


THE OXFAM-PRODUCED water is xife, 
though not as cheesy as Children of 
the Mountains, still has some poor 
production elements. Now and then, a 
distracting ticker runs along the bot- 
tom of the screen, offering stats. Fac- 
toids pop up here and there, the 


editing is choppy in places, and 
counter-views are oddly summarized 
as, for instance, “All Options Consid- 
ered” or “All Options Not Considered.” 

But Kwesi Owusu’s look at the 
enduring water crisis in Ghana is stir- 
ring because Water Is Life examines 
many sides of a debate about how to 
provide what should be a basic 
human right, from the World Bank's 
management ideas to activists’ criti- 
cism of the situation. 

Then Owusu zooms in on average 
Ghanaians who have water-borne 
Guinea worm infection, spend 70 per 
cent of their income on water for their 
families or must spend hours trudging 
back and forth from dirty local creeks 
to get water for their homes. The bal- 
looning capital, Accra, doesn’t have 
enough water, yet one northern town 
has set up a local water board that 
manages water distribution with 
remarkable efficiency. 

Although there are moments when 
the doc does get bogged down in talk- 
ing heads’ financial and managerial 
jargon, they are offset by the fighting 
words of Accra slum residents—"I/ 
Toshie is not part of Ghana, tell us 
now!”—and activists like Amelia 
Arthurs: “everyone in a position o! 
leadership ... we should all be bowing 
our heads down in shame.” w 


Reviews shaped by life of reviewer 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30 


write in the first person, but their tone 
is more confessional than egotistical. In 
his discussion of Punch-Drunk Love, for 
instance, Holm is almost shockingly can- 
did as he describes the similarities 
between Adam Sandler's character and 
himself. “Like Barry,” he says, “| am 
afraid of bullies ... | don’t cry all the time, 
like Barry, but | want to. Like Barry, | have 
an older sibling who had a disastrous 
impact on my life and destroyed my abili- 
ty to have normal relations with women. 
Unlike Barry, I’ve never had a fox like 
Emily Watson get a crush on me from a 
distance and chase me down.” 

Cozzalio seems to be a happier person 
than Holm (he has a wife, a daughter and 
a fun job writing DVD subtitles for 20th 
Century Fox), but his writing style shows 
a similar humility and a willingness to 
explain how his reactions to movies are 
shaped by his own life experiences. His 


FAVA is a not-for-profit, 


approach is that of an intelligent person 
who has seen a lot of movies and who's 
formed articulate, original notions about 
all of them, but who knows that his cine- 
matic education is still far from over and, 
unlike most bloggers, is genuinely 
respectful of other people's opinions 

Free from the constraints of a daily 
paper, Holm and Cozzalio write about the 
movies that interest them (Holm loves TV 
series, Criterion Collection classics, teen 
comedies and cult fantasy/horror/sci-fi; 
Cozzalio likes the great ‘70s directors and 
drive-in cheese) at the length that pleas- 
es them. Their writing is engaged, imagi- 
native and deeply personal in a way that 
reflects the charged intimacy of filmgoing 
better than any newspaper critic around. 

Pauline Kael, the legendary film critic 
for The New Yorker, once said, “\'m fre- 
quently asked why | don’t write my mem- 
oirs. | think | have.” As film critics, Holm 
and Cozzalio are shaping up to be excel- 
lent memoirists. w 
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FILM 


A STATE OF MIND Kim Jong I, Kim Song 
Yon and Pak Hyon Sun star in The Game 
of Their Lives director Daniel Gordon's 
documentary about two North Korean 
gymnasts set to Participate in the annual 
Mass Games, a giant state-sponsored 
celebration for the dictator. Read Brian 
Gibson's review on page 31. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
CITADEL: FRI, MAY 19 - MON, MAY 22 (7 PM), 


BATTLE IN HEAVEN Marcos Hernandez, 
Anapola Mushkadiz and Bertha Ruiz star 
in Japon director Carlos Reygadas’s film 
about a botched ransom attempt and the 
double life of the daughter of a powerful 
Mexican general. Read Josef Braun's 
review on page 30. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; 
FAL MAY 19- MON, MAY 22 (9 PM) 


THE DAVINC! CODE Tom Hanks, lan Mck- 
ellen and Audrey Tautou star in Apollo 13 
director Ron Howard's interpretation of 
the best selling story of a symbologist's 
discovery of a biblical secret society. 


LIVE AND BECOME Yael Abecassis, Rose- 
hdy Zem and Moshe Agazai star in Train 
of Life director Radu Mihaileanu’s drama 
of an African boy, displaced by famine, 
who is forced to pretend he's a Jewish 
orphan in order to live in Israel to avoid a 
life of poverty. Read Carolyn Nikodym’s 
review on page 34. 


LORD OF WAR Nicolas Cage, Ethan 
Hawke and Jared Leto star in Gattaca 
director Andrew Niccol’s story about the 
illegal arms industry. STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY; 
TUE, MAY 23 (7 PM) 


OVER THE HEDGE The voices of Bruce 
Willis, Steve Carrell and Avril Lavigne 
star in Tim Johnson and Karey Kirkpatrick 
animated film about a group of woodland 
creatures and a growing suburban home 
development that threatens their lives. 
Read Nicholas Tam’s review on page 34. 


ROAD 10 BALI Bob Hope, Bing Crosby 
and Dorothy Lamour star in That's My Boy 
director Hal Walker's classic about a pair 
of vaudeville entertainers’ travels to Bali 
where they find hidden jewels and canni- 
bals. ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM (128 STREET & 102 AVE- 
UNE); MON, MAY 22 (8 PA) 
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FRI, MAY 19-THU, MAY 2 


Please contact Guat tor confiraaton. 
$094 Connauaht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 

THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature themes) 

Daily 6:30 9:30 Sat Sun 1:30 

THE WILD (G) Fri Sun 7:00 9:00 Sat Sun 1:30 

THE ROCKET (PG) Fri-Sun 9:30 Mon-Thu 6:30 9:30 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 9633-99 St, 453-5431 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
Mon 11:05 Daily 1:30 4:20 7:30 10:00 Fri Sat late 
show 12:25 : 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (158A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) Sat Sun Mon 11:40 Daily 
2:05 4:45 7:25 9:55 Fri Sat lata show 12:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Sat Sun Mon 11:20 
Daily 1:55 4:35 7:15 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:45 


THE ROCKET (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11:00 Daily 1:35 
4:15 6:55 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE SHAGGY DOG (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:15 Daily 1:45 
4:20 7:10 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11°30 Kids Kabin 
Fever: May 25, 1:45 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11:30 Daity 
2:10 4:25 7:05 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A) Sat Sun Mon 10:50 Daily 
1:20 4:00 6:50 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11°35 Daily 1:50 
4:10 7:20 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


MUNICH (18A) Daily 7:35 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:15 Daily 
1:30 4:45 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:10 Daily 1:40 
4:30 7:10 9:45 Fn Sat late show 12:15 


NANNY MCPHEE (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:25 Daily 2:00 
4:40 7:00 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


FIREWALL (14A) Sat Sun Mon 10:55 Daily 1:25 4:15 
7:15 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
AMERICAN DREANZ (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 


Mon 11:40 Daily 2:00 4:20 7:30 9:55 Fri Sat late show 
12:20 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (138A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) Sat Sun Mon 11:30 Daily 
2:10 4:55 7:30 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec- 
‘ommendad for young children) Sat Sun Mon 11:20 
Dally 1:35 4:40 7:20 9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:45 


THE ROCKET (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11:05 Daily 1:25 
4:25 7:00 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE SHAGGY DOG (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:10 Daily 1:40 
4:30 7:10 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:35 Kids Kabin 
Faver: May 25 1:40 


‘THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11:25 Dally 
1:45 4:40 7:25 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A) Sal Sun Mon 10:50 Daily 
1-30 4:15 6:55 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sat Sun Mon 11:30 Daily 1:50 
4:50 7:15 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:40 Daily 
2:00 4:50 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:00 Daily 1:40 
4:35 7:05 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


DATE MOVIE (144, crude content throughout) Daily 
7:45 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


FINAL DESINATION 3 (1A, gory scenes) Dally 10:05 
Fri Sat late show 12:15 


NANNY MCPHEE (G) Sat Sun Mon 11:15 Dally 1:55 
4:45 7:35 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION {15A, gory viotence) 
Sat Sun Mon 11:35 Daily 2:05 5:00 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat 
late show 12:25 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, maturs theme, no 
passes) Fri-Thu 12:00 4:00 3:15 4:20 6:35 8:00 10:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (6) Fri-Thu 12:10 2:25, 4:40, 7:00 
9:15 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (14, vicianes) Fi-The 
12:30 3:30 6:45, 9:45 


KINKY BOOTS (PG) Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 5:10 


SEE NO EVIL (184. gory violence) Fri-Thu 12:15 2:30, 
4:45 7:20 10:10 


¢ ~~ lias 
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FILM LISTINGS be 
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POSEIDON (714A) Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:35, 4:50, 7:30 
10:15 


THE NOTORIOUS BETTIE PAGE (14A, nudity) Fri- 
Thu 1:10 3:50 7:10 9;30 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Thu 12:50 4:00 6:50 9:20 


CLAREVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
RV (PG) Fri-Mon 1:30 3:50 7:30 9:45 Tue-Thu 3:50 
7:30 9:45 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Mon 12:40 3:40 7:10 9:30 
Tue-Thu 3:40 7:10 9:30. 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri-Mon 1:40 4:10 6:50 9:10 10:00 
Tue-Thu 4:10 6:50 9:10 10:00 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (144. violenoa) Fri-Mon 
1:10 4:00 7:00 9:50 Tue-Thu 4:00 7:00 9:50 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, on 2 screens) Fri-Mon 12:20 
1:00 2:20 3:00 4:30 5:00 6:40 7:20 8:50 9:20 Tue-Thu 
4:30 5:00 6:40 7:20 8:50 9:20 


THE DA VINCI CODE {14A, viclence, mature theme, 
on 2 sereens) Fri-Mon 12:10 1:20 3:20 4:40 6:30 8:10 
9:40 Tue-Thu 3:20 4:40 6:30 8:10 9:40 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144A, violence, mature theme, 
no passes) Fri-Mon 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 2:50, 3:30 4:30 
6:30 7:00 8:00 10:00 10:30 Tue-Thu 6:30, 7:00, 8:00, 
10:00, 10:30 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, no passes) Fri-Mon 11:45 
12:45 2:00 3:00 4;00 5:00 6:45 7:45 9:00 9:45 Tue- 
Thu 6:45 7:45 9:00 9:45 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Mon 1:15 3:45 7:25 9:55 
Tue-Thu 7:25, 9:55 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri-Mon 12:30, 3:15, 7:30, 10;15 
Tue-Thu 7:30 10:15 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE II! (14A, violence) Fri-Mon 
1:30, 4:05, 7-15 10:10 Tue-Thu 7:15, 10:10 


AV (PG) FrieMon 1:20 4:15, 7:10, 9:25 Tue-Thu 7:10 
9:25 


STICK IT (PG) Fri-Thu 9:35 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Fri-Sat Mon 12:15, 
2:30, 4:45, 7:20 Sun 12:15, 2:30 Tue-Thu 7:20 


WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 
Royal Alberta Museurn, 102 Ave, 128 St, 439-5284 
ROAD TO BALI (G) Mon 8:00 


8712-108 St, 433-0728 


ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL (158A) Daily 7:00 9:10 
Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144, crude sexusl lan 


quage, mature themes, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon 
Thu 7:10 9:45 Sat-Sun 12:55 3:00 7:10 9:45 


UNITED 93 (144, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:45 9:15 Sat-Sun 1:05 3:15 6:45 9:15 


INSIDE MAN (144, coarse language, Dolby Stereo 
Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05 9:35 Sat-Sun 1.00 3:8 7:05 
9:35 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A, crude content, Dolby Stereo 
Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:29 Sat-Sun 1:35 4:00 6:35 
9:20 


THE WILD (G. DTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 Sat-Sun 
12:40 3:05 7.15 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (144. 


Stereo) Fri-Thu 9:25 


parse language, DTS 


SILENT HILL (184, gory 9 
DTS Stereo) Fi Mon-Thu 7 
3557 


as, disturbing content 
5 9:50 Sat-Sun 12:30 


36 CHINA TOWN (PG, DTS Stereo) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 
8:45 Sun 3:30 8:45 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (/°G, DTS Stereo) Fri 
Mon-Thu 6:30 Sat 1:25 3:30 6:30 Sun 1 25 6:30 


TAKE THE LEAD (PS, coarse language, Dolby Stereo 


Digital) Fd Mon-Thu 7 15 9:40 Sat-Sun 1:10 3:45 7-15 
940 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall. Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Daily 
3.15 
THE WILD (G) Daly 1:35 3:30 5:30 7:25 


AV (PG) Daily 1:15 3:15 5:15 7:15 9:15 


ba 


POSEIDON (14A, no passes) Daily 1:30 3:35 5:35 
7:35 9:35, 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (14. violence) Daily 1.10 
3:40 6:30 9:05 


poh! LUCK (PG. no passes) Daily 1.00 3:10 5:20 
LEDUC CINEMAS 
4782-50 St. Leduc, 986-2728 
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (14, violence) Dally 7:00 

9:90 Sat Sun 1:00 3:35 
POSEIDON (14A) Daily 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7:10 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 
3:30 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144, violence, mature themes) 
Fri Sat Sun Tue 6:55 10:00 Mon Wad Thu 7:20 Fri-Mon 
12:30 3:20 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 
Camrose, 750-608-2144 
RV (PG) Daily 6:55 Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE lil (144. violence) Daily 9:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (6) Daily 7:05 9:05 Sat Sun Mon 
2:10 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature theme) 
Daily 6:45 9:30 Sat Sun Mon 1:50 


POSEIDON (144) Daily 7:00 9:10 Sat Sun Mon 2:05 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Dally 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun Mon 
1:55 
MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA ~ SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2592, 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7:00 9:00 Sat Sun Mon 
1,00 3:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Avo, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
A STATE OF MIND (PG) Fri-Mon 7:00 


BATTLE IN HEAVEN (R, explicit sexual content) Fri 
Mon 9:00 


GLOBAL VISIONS PRESENTS (STC) Thu 7.00 


8862-170 St, 444-1829 


THE SHAGGY DOG (6) Fri-Mon 2°10 4:30 7:00 9:20 
Tue-Thy 7:00 9:20 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scanes, disturbing content) Fri-Mon 2:00 4:45 7:30 
9:45 Tue-Thu 7:30 9:45 


AMERICAN DREAMZ (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon 
1:45 4:20 7:20 9:46 Tue-Thu 7:20 9:40 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, saxual content. not rec 
commended for young ¢hildren) Fri-Mon 2:30 4:40 6:50 
9:40 Tue 6:50 9:40 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG) Fri-Mon 1:40 3:50 7:1( 
9:90 Tue-Thu 7:10 9:30 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Fri-Mon 1:50 4:10 6:40 9:10 
Tue-Thu 6:40 9:10 


16 BLOCKS (144) Fri- Thu 9:00 


EIGHT BELOW (G) Fri-Mon 1:30 4:00 6:30 Tue-Thu 
630 


CURIOUS GEORGE (6) Fri-Mon 2:20 4:35 6:45 Tue 
Thu 6:45 


DATE MOVIE (14A, crude Content throughout) Fri-Thu 
8:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231. 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144, violance, mature theme, 
no passes) Fri Sun 12:00 1:00 1:30 2:15 2:45 3 
4-15 6:00 5:30 6:15 7:00 7:45 8:20 9:0 

11:00 Mon-Thu 12:00 9:00 1.30 2:15 2 
5:00 5:30 6:15 7:00 7:45 8:30, 9:00 9 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, no passes) Fri-Thu 11.45 
12:45 1:40 2:00 3:00 3:50 4:30 5:10 6:10 7:20 6:20, 
9:40 


SEE NO EVIL (18A, gory violence) Fr-Thu 1:50 5:20 
8:00 10:10 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri-Thu 12:50 4:00 6:40 7:50 9:10 
10:20 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Thu 1:10 4:10 6:50 9:30 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 1h (144, violenoo) Fri-Thu 
12:20 1:20 3:20 4:40 6:30, 7.40, 9:20, 10:35 


RY (PG) FAESat Mon-Thu 12-30 3:10 7:30 10:00 Sun. 
12:20 3:10 10:00 

* ' 
STICK IT (PG) Fi-Thu 11:50 ~ Le ae 


] 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Fri-Thu 12:10 


WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Ciassification not available} 
Sun 6:00 


10997-82 Ave. 433-0728 
THE WORLDS HOTTEST COMMERCIALS (PG) Daily 
7:00 Sat Sun Mon 1:00 


FRIENDS WITH MONEY (144, coarse ler 
9:00 Sat Sun Mon 3:00 


LIVE AND BECOME (PG, co 
9:30 Sat Sun Mon 2:00 

No 6:50 on Thu, May 25, free showing of Hank 
Wiliams FIRST NATION 


SILVERCITY WEM E 
WEM, 6852-170 St 444-2400 

THE DA VINCI CODE (144A. viole: 
Digital, no passes) Fri-Sun 14:30 
4:30 5:00 6:30 7:30 8:45 10:00 1 
12:30 1:00 3:00 4:00 4:30 5:00 6:30 
10:00 (RWC/DVS, Digital, no pas: 
3:30, 7:00, 10:20 


se language) Dally 6:50 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14, vicle 
Digital, this auditorium 18+ only. 
8:00 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, Di 
19:45 12:15, 12:45 1 
6:40, 7:40 9:00, 9:50 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE lil (144 
Thu 1:10 4:10 7:15 7:45 10-15 10: 


POSEIDON (14A, Digital) Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:40 7:50 
10:20 (IMAX, Digital) Fri-Thu 12:45 3:45 6:45 9:45 


STICK IT (PG, Digital) Fri-Thu 1:45 


Mon-Thu 1:20 3 


RV (PG, Digital) Fri 
Sun 1:20 9:30 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN [F 


j, Digital) Fri-Thu 1:15 


JUST MY LUCK (PG, Digital) Fri-Thu 3:40 7:20 10:10 
WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification no! 
Digital) Sun 6:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON | 
1525-99 St. 436-8585 
THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violenos, mature th 


no pass 
3:00 3:30 4:00 4:30 5:00 7 
8:30 9:00 10:00 10:30 11:00 Mon-Thu 11 
12:20 1:00 1:30 2:00 3:00 3:30 4:00 4:30 5:00 5 
6:30 7,00 7:30 8:00 8;30 9:00 10:00 10:30 


available, 


OVER THE HEDGE (G, no pass 
12:45 1:45 2:15 3:15 4:15 4:45 5:4 
9:15 9:45 10.15 


SEE NO EVIL (18A, gory violence) Fri-Thu 12:10 2. 
5:10 7:50 10:20 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri-Sat Mon-Wed 12:20 1 
3:50 5:20 7-20 8:10 9:50 10:45 Sun Thu 12 
2:50 5:20 8:10 9:50 10:45 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Thu 12:50 3:45 6:50 9:20 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (144. violenos) Fa-Thu 
12:15 1:15 4:20 6:40 7:40 9:40 10:40 


AV (PG) Fri-TUE 11:40 2:10 4:40 7:10 9 
2:10 4:40 7:10 Thu 11:40 2:10 9:3 


10 Wed 11:40 


WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


| ___WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Aye. Groat Rio, 455-8725 


THE DA VINCI CODE (144. 
Fri Tue-Thu 6:30 9:40 Sat-Mon 12:0 


@, mature theme) 


POSEIDON (14A) Fri Tue-Thu 7:15 9:50 Sat-Mon |e 
3:45 7:15 9:50 

OVER THE HEDGE (G) Fn Tue-Thu 7:00 9:15 Sat- 
Moni 12°30 2:35 4:40 7:00 9:15 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ii! (14A. violence) Daily 7:00 
9:30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:35 


POSEIDON (4A) Daily 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Daily 7°10 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 
3:30 


THE DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature ther 
Fri Sat Sun Tue 6:55 10:00 Mon Wed Thu 7:20 Fr 
12:30 3:20 
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Live and 


ee es 


Become 


‘ 


worth every minute 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

n 1984, when the Western world 
I was singing “Feed the 

World,” the Israeli 
secret service was staging 
a rescue effort that moved 
8 000 Ethiopian Jews, dis- THIS ROCKS 
placed by civil war and famine, from 
a Sudanese refugee camp to Israel, 
“the land of milk and honey.” 

When a non-Jewish Ethiopian 
woman finds a way for her nine- 
year-old son (Moshe Agazai) to be 
airlifted away by Operation Moses, 
she entreats the young boy to “go, 
live and become.” It’s a profound 
sentiment that’s somewhat lost on 
him, as he stands there in disbelief 
that his mother is abandoning him, 
but he leaves and the epic Live and 
Become, divided into three distinct 
parts, follows him for 20 years. 

In Israel, the boy—who is given the 
name Schlomo when he manages to 
convince authorities that he is Jew- 
ish—is adopted by a liberal Israeli 
family helmed by Yaél (Yaél Abecas- 
sis) and Yoram (French-Moroccan 
character actor Roschdy Zem). 
Despite that he now has everything, 
Schlomo reels with the loss of his 
mother, the displacement and push 
for assimilation that every immigrant 
feels and the unending racism. (There 
is a montage of scenes where the 
Ethiopian emigrés are taught the 
ways of their new land—how to eat 
with knives and forks and how to tie 
up shoes—that is at once both 
uncomfortable and comical.) This is 
compounded that Schlomo isn’t Jew- 
ae and he lives under the constant 

eat of being found out. 


FOR A YOUNG ACTOR, Agazai’s per- 


formance is beautifully internalized, 
giving the scenes where he says 


OPENS FAI, MAY 19 


LIVE AND BECOME 
DIRECTED BY RADU MIHALEANU 

WAITTE BY ALAI-MICHEL BLAME, 
MILHAILEANU 

STARRING MOSHE AGAZAL SIRAKM SABHA, 
YAEL ABECASSS RON! HADAR 


nothing unparalleled vitality. 

As the fiercely protective mother, 
Abecassis’s own delivery is wonder- 
fully nuanced. We watch as she 
expresses conflicting emotions—the 
way she adores Schlomo chafes 
against the guilt she feels for, maybe, 
loving him more than her own chil- 
dren. When she confronts the parents 
of Schlomo's classmates for wanting 
him removed from the school (so as 
not to spread any unwanted “African 
diseases"), it is a visceral display, 
where she licks his face before she 
lays the shame on thickly. 

It is interesting that Romanian- 
born director Radu Mihaileanu (Train 
of Life) chose to use the story of a 
non-Jewish boy to tell the tale of 


EPIC 


Operation Moses. It works to the 
film’s benefit, however. 

On a very basic storytelling level, 
the premise lends itself neatly to a 
steady stream of tension (Will any- 
one find out? And once Schlomo is 
grown, will he finally fess up?). It 
also allows Milhaileanu to keep a 
distance from the subject, which 
gives him room to show the world 
Schlomo finds himself in with objec- 
tivity, avoiding much overwrought 
sentimentality. 

While the film loses something 
when it has to change actors in 
Schlomo’s development (Moshe 
Abebe plays him as a teen and Sirak 
M Sahabat as an adult. Although 
both deliver fine performances, they 
can’t seem to do what their younger 
counterpart did, and that is make us 
fall in love with them.), the story is 
engrossing enough to make its audi- 
ence want it to continue—although 
Schlomo does “live and become,” 
the audience knows that growing 
never stops. W 


Lazy script leaves able’ 
actors with nothing to 
say and sinks Poseidon 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


souped-up remake of 
1972's The Posei- 
don Adventure, 


there are scenes through- 
out director Wolfgan 
Petersen’s new Paciian THSISOK 
that dutifully fulfil the cinema’s role 
as a sort of sophisticated shock 
therapy, a darkened house of col- 
lective emotional demolitions that 
thrust vital, base sensation upon 
willing audiences. 

We see people scurry along a 
metal table, barely balanced across a 
seemingly bottomless elevator shaft, 
or crawl on their bellies up a nearly 
airless air vent, only to find they're 
moving toward a dead end, while 
behind them lies only watery death. 
And, for some minutes at least, we're 
helplessly engaged. Such scenes are 
staged cleanly, edited succinctly and 
infused by both actors and techni- 
cians with an understanding of the 
catalytic force of mounting panic. 

Panic is difficult to sustain, how- 
ever, and in between Poseidon's most 
effective set-pieces—and sometimes 
in the midst of them—is quite simply 
some of the most impressively dumb 
screenwriting imaginable. 


OKAY, PERHAPS LAZY is a more 
appropriate term than dumb 
(although dumbness somehow 
seems more forgivable). Written by 
Mark Protosevich (The Cell), the 
group of potential survivors in new 
Poseidon are conveniently comprised 
of a former fireman, a former naval 
officer, an architect and one of the 
ship’s crew, so that there's never a 
moment when one of the resident 
experts (all of them male, incidental- 
ly) can’t suddenly reassure us that 


Ce | NOW PLAYING 


DIRECTED BY WOLFGANG PETERSEN 
WRITTEN BY MARK PROTOSEVICH 
STARRING JOSH LUCAS, KURT RUSSELL, 
RICHARD DREYFUSS 


“this is the only way out!” 

The fallible ingenuity of regular 
people might have proved a little too 
much work for Protosevich to be 
bothered with. He does briefly supply 
us with a single counterproductive 
character (a moustachioed drunk 
played by Kevin Dillon and as 
unsavoury as brother Matt's aberrant 
cop in Crash), but disposes of him all 
too quickly in a risible act of instant 
karma. It’s as though Protosevich got 
bored three days into the screenplay 
and thought, “Let's get to the special 
effects already!” 

But here lies the irony: in a disas- 
ter film, where the most important 
thing for us to buy into is the imme- 
diacy of danger to human life, no 
effect is more special than an 
expressive actor in control of their 
craft. 

Petersen is anxious to impress us 
with his cruise ship’s scale and his 
rogue wave's terrifyingly realistic 
texture, but the scenes of bodies 
spilling across ballroom floors can't 
top Titanic for grotesquery and never 
feel as charged with emotion as 
those in which his best actors— 
namely, Richard Dreyfuss, Kurt Rus- 
sell and Josh Lucas—react with a 
messy blend of terror, wonder and 
reckless determination to what's 
happening around them. 

And alas, if they didn’t have to 
deliver clumsy exposition during 
their feats of bravery, they'd be that 
much better. w 


DISAST 


Animated film takes familiar genre funnily Over the Hedge 


HIGHOEAS TAM / nick@vueweekly.com 


n paper, Over the Hedge— 
loosely based on 
the eponymous 


comic strip by Michael Fry 

and T Lewis—has all the 

trappings of a generic com- aS Tees 
puter-animated feature destined for a 
short-lived excursion to the eight-dol- 
lar rubbish bin. 

It’s a subliminal critter’s-eye-view 
critique of humankind’s environmen- 
tal footprint. It’s a buddy comedy that 

nciles a traditionalist head-of- 
the-family with the free-ranging, tech- 
savvy newcomer who steals his 
thunder. It's a showpiece for a sup- 
porting cast of one-joke anthropo- 
morphisms headlined by a 


OPENS FAL, MAY 19 


OVER THE HEDGE 

DIRECTED BY TM JORNSON, KARE KIRKPATRICK 
WRITTEN BY LEN BLUM, LORWE CAMERON, 
DAVID HOSELFON,KAREYKIRKPATRCK 

VOVCED BY BAUCE WILLIS GARRY SHANDLING, 
STEVE CALL 


hyperactive sidekick. Yawn. 

But don’t let any of this deter you 
from seeing the film. While it is 
unapologetically founded on once- 
reliable kid-flick clichés that have 
long worn out their welcome, Over 
the Hedge is the most refreshing fea- 
ture from the DreamWorks stable 
since its infancy. 

This time, the victims are not 
clownfish in captivity or domesticat- 


TOONS! 
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ed lions too cosy in a zoo, but for- 
agers who come out of hibernation 
and face-to-face with suburban 
sprawl. The leads are the turtle Verne 
(Garry Shandling) and the raccoon RJ 
(Bruce Willis), who fill the shoes of a 
cowboy and a diminutive spaceman. 
The ADD squirrel Hammy (Steve 
Carell) talks less than the ADD don- 
key of Shrek, and he's also funnier. 


THE THREADBARE PLOT (rj needs food 
to feed a bear; Verne needs food to 
feed a family; decadent suburbanites 
have food) plays second fiddle to its 
kinetic delivery. The animators 
indulge in slapstick, not flatulence; 
their aim is silliness, not stupidity. 
There is something nostalgic about 


their comic hyperbole, which is bor- 
rowed straight from the jarring lan- 
guage of Chuck Jones and Bob 
Clampett in the zaniest reaches of the 
Looney Tunes canon. In one scene, RJ 
opens a bag of nacho chips and 
flavour explosions bloom in mush- 
room clouds visible from space. 

The animals walk on two legs, and 
Verne has a visible butt-crack when 
he falls out of his shell, but gestures, 
not appearances, make them human- 
like. The characters are more than 
digital puppets: they are actors who 
can spin a farce out of melodrama 
without saying a word. 

It is a smart choice to collect all of 
the hyperactivity in a single show- 
stealing character, Hammy, and make 
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use of the trait as a device that 
advances the action. RJ's guilt-ridden 
cunning and Verne’s sober caution set 
a steady tempo of conflict and resolu- 
tion, as opposed to the sustained bar- 
rage of stimuli that plagues so many 
other CG productions. The story 
adheres to a familiar pattern of esca- 
lation, but it delights in the telling. 

Over the Hedge is steeped in genre, 
but the overcooked comic tropes of 
animals displaced into human civi- 
lization avoid feeling stale. 

It reminds us that everything for- 
mulaic originates from something 
that was once novel and fun, and 
although the novelty is long gone, 
the right hands can bring back the 
fun anytime. v 


BEN LEE / 36 
CORBIN MURDOCH / 41 
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Go ahead, jump, VanGaalen 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


hile the so-called “sopho- 
more slump’—that is, the 
tendency for an artist's fol- 


low up to a wildly successful debut 
album to be drastically underwhelm- 
ing—is a pretty well documented phe- 
nomenon, few musicians will ever 
admit to worrying about disappoint- 
ing their newly acquired fans with a 
less-than-stellar second offering. 

Much lauded Calgary singer-song- 
writer Chad VanGaalen, whose fol- 
low up to last year’s surprising 
infiniheart will come out on Sub Pop 
Records sometime this August, is a lit- 
tle more honest. 

“Up until two weeks ago this new 
album was like the most boring 
mediocre rock album ever, and I was 
really depressed because I was trying 
to go, like, ‘oh, what do people wanna 
hear,’ blah blah blah, But when it real- 
ly came down to the crunch I was like, 
‘whatever, fuck it,’ and I cut a bunch 
of songs off of it and reworked a 
bunch of stuff, and it’s turned out real- 
ly good, I think,” he admits, gushing as 
if confessing a long-secret neurosis. 

“| was feeling a lot of pressure 
when Infiniheart got re-released on 
Sub Pop, but I’ve kind of had time to 
get over myself and sort of under- 
stand what it means to have lots of 
people listening to your music, and 
that it doesn’t really matter.” 


WHETHER OR NOT it matters, though, 
an awful lot of people are listening. 
After recording Infiniheart in his bed- 
room in 2004, VanGaalen released the 
album on Calgary’s Flemish Eye 
Records almost as a lark, although it 
soon began to shoot up the college 
and indie charts in Canada, attracting 
the attention of Sub Pop, who re- 
released the disc in 2005 to enthusias- 
tic acclaim. 


SINGER'S LATEST ISN'T “MOST BORING MEDIOCRE ROCK ALBUM’ 


[as 


SUN, MAY 21 (8 PM) 


CHAD VANGAALEN 
WITHTHE CONSTANTINES, BLOOD MERIDA 
STARLTE ROOM, S18 


PREVUE 


The as-yet-untitled follow up is 
expected to be even more successful, 
but despite VanGaalen’s official status 
as a “next big thing,” he says he has 
no plans to ditch his hometown for a 
more arts-friendly burg any time soon 

“| would definitely never move to a 
bigger city,” he insists. “I just like liv- 
ing here because it gives me a little bit 
of peace of mind. I’m separate from 
everything else, so I can concentrate a 
little more easily. If 1 was living in a 
huge city I’d just get distracted.” 

Okay, but what about Edmonton? 
It’s not that big, really, and it is, like, 
the coolest fucking place in the 
world, isn't it? 1 mean, presuming 


os” 


we 


you, ahem, believe the ridiculous 
hype, because most of us really 
couldn’t give a flying ... 

“It is an awesome scene, though,” 
he exclaims, interrupting my cynical 
rant. “I mean, like, whatever, you 
know, don’t believe the hype and all, 
but | love Edmonton, man. It’s my 
favorite place to play and some of my 
favorite bands are from Edmonton. In 
a lot of ways, Edmonton has always 
supported the arts more than Calgary, 
and Edmonton is a little more proud 
about their arts community, so musi- 
cians get tons of support.” 

So, um, when can we expect the 
moving vans, then? 

“Um ..." he laughs. “If anything, | 
think I'm eventually going to move 
out of town, further into the Rockies— 
even Calgary's getting a little big for 
me. But, yeah, I do like playing 
Edmonton, anyways.” v 


REVUE / THU, MAY 11 / KIERAN KANE, KEVIN WELCH & FATS 
KAPLIN / MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Sometimes you want to 
see a concert that completely destroys, but there are other days 
when it’s kind of nice to just sit back and relax while a few 
friends spin out some good tunes. That's exactly what went 
down when Kieran Kane, Kevin Welch and Fats Kaplin brought 
their trio to the University of Alberta’s Myer Horowitz Theatre, 
sitting in chairs surrounded by instruments and making the place 
feel more like a living room than a concert hall. These guys are 
old friends, and it showed on stage, with plenty of friendly chat- 
ter and dry humor flying around between the performers and the 
laidback audience. The trio’s enthusiasm was evident in the 
music as they traded off vocals and switched instruments often 

Kane even used his banjo case as a drum for several tunes, 
proving that great music is more about heart and soul than 
expensive instruments. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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has been at this for a long time. 

Lee has been a touring musician 
for literally half of his life. When he 
was just 14, his band Noise Addict 
caught the mini-wave of Australian 
teenage punk bands (which included, 
uh, them and Silverchair, to be spe- 
cific), and before he was even old 
enough to vote, he had already left 
his band to pursue a solo career, 
recording two full lengths and trans- 
planting himself from Down Under to 
downtown New York. 

In the years since, he’s dated a 
movie star (Claire Danes), started a 
super group (the appropriately 
named the Bens, with moniker- 
mates Folds and Kweller), and put 
out three more albums of sky-gazing 
guitar pop, including last year’s 
Awake is the New Sleep. 

But still, despite that exhaustive 


resumé, it wasn’t until just this year 
that Lee finally took a very practical 
step towards the big time: for the first 
time in his life, he’s touring in some- 
thing other than a van. It's a spacious 
RV, to be-precise, and Lee says it’s 
pretty much about time he’s got a 
place where he can stretch his legs 
on the road. 

"It's quite nice; you can walk 
around a bit, watch a movie, eat. You 
know, at the end of the day, I'm pre- 
pared to do whatever it takes to tour 
and get my music out to people, but I 
do feel like the days of spending six 
or seven weeks cramped in a van are 
hopefully behind me,” Lee explains, 
still sporting an optimistic Australian 
drawl. “I say all that, but if tomorrow 
I get an opportunity, and the only 


bit of luxury. Ever since the release of 
Awake, Lee has been in a state of per- 
petual tour. He sold his place in New 
York, and for the last year or so hasn't 
even been on one continent for more 
than a few months, much less in one 
city, so surely the least he deserves is 
vehicle with a microwave. 

“You know, it sounds romantic, all 
this travelling and seeing the world, 
but it’s just practical,” he admits with 
an aw-shucks ease. “At this point in 
my life, I think I just sort of belong to 
the world, It’s not a time to have to 
worry about a house and a family and 
all that, it’s just a time to give, and the 
reality is, the way I give is by going to 
a different place everyday and letting 
people hear my music. 

“It is quite nice to be able to do thal 
a bit more comfortably, too, ol 
course.” W 
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REVUE / TUE, MAY 16 / RADIOVACANA / SIDE- 
TRACK CAFE |'ve heard in passing that a small 
number of veteran Edmonton music fans still 
grumpily insist that they prefer the original Side- 
track Café to its new incarnation. Well, think 
what you want, grandpas, but fitting nine musi- 
cians on the stage at once at the old Sidetrack 
would have been, um, a bit tricky, to:put it mildly, 
so it's fortunate that the Grant MacEwan College 
United Nations Club fundraising show held last 
Tuesday took place at the ‘Track’s more spacious 
new digs—otherwise, half of Radiovacana 
would have probably had to play from the 
kitchen. The self described “Latin-Caribbean- 
Afro-funk” nonet (that's what you call a band 
with nine people in it ... thanks, Wikipedia!) 
played their funky grooves with obvious enthusi- 
asm and zeal, even managing to convince most 
of the jaded Tuesday night crowd to join in the 
fun on the new venue's nearly-virgin {and also 
considerably larger) dance floor. See? Change is 
good. —ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
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Local director Michael 


Maxxis says & 


he’s way too cool for (film) school 


BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 
background in business may 
not seem like the perfect basis 

Aw a film career, but Michael 

Maxxis is making it work. 

He has always wanted to direct, 
and was planning to eventually go to 
film school to further this goal, but as 
of late the local auteur has managed 
to skip a couple of steps. His compa- 
ny, Intraxx, has produced videos for 
local bands Sugakane, Tupelo Honey, 
King Ring Nancy and Politic Live, and 
he helped to produce locally made 
feature Halo. 

Maxxis’s directorial debut, the 
music video for “Burn in Water” by 
local rock act the Murder City Spar- 
rows, is based on a fairly simple 
premise. “They told me they wanted 
something fucked up and meaning- 
ful,” he explains. “That’s exactly what 
they said.” 

The Sparrows are hosting a Rock 
‘n’ Roll Masquerade Ball at the Globe 
in celebration of the video's release, 
which has been turning heads fast 
enough to cause whiplash. Maxxis 
sent the video to companies around 
the world simply to get his name out 
and was stunned to receive offers 
from many of the top video produc- 
tion companies in the world. 


IN THE END, he decided to sign on with 
the Revolver Film Company, easily the 
biggest music video production com- 
pany in Canada and one of the top 
organizations of its kind in the world. 
Maxxis chose to sign with Revolver 
because of its affiliation with the 
Canadian music scene—and to be 
able to stay close to home. 

“I'm probably going to have to have 
more of a presence in Toronto, but 
I'm not planning to relocate,” Maxxis 
insists. “The next video I’m shooting 
for Revolver is for Default, and I’m 
going to be bringing that project to 
Edmonton. 
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“I still want to have a presence in 
the Edmonton music scene,” he con- 
tinues, “because I know a lot of bands 
here in Edmonton.” 

Incredibly, Maxxis has achieved his 
success without ever taking a film 
class. Rather, he’s learned through 
producing films and making close 
friends in the industry, and he thinks 
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his lack of formal education may 
actually help him 

“I think it allows me to be more 
creative,” he explains. “I've been 
watching a lot of films lately, but I still 
don’t think in the same terms as peo- 
ple who have taken all these film 
classes. 

“Sometimes people who have 
gone to film school will see some- 
thing, and it'll remind them of some- 
thing else—I haven't seen all those 
things so I'm not thinking in those 
terms,” he continues, adding with a 
laugh that “it’s not like | don’t know 
what I'm doing.” vw 
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Tri-State 2k Beyond E 3 


With special guests MD / Phil Lam / Dave Dfekt 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL WEST EDMONTON MALE 
780-443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Michelle 
Boudrear, Jody Boylan, Sally 
Poulson; 7pm; donations: 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 


PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Lane Arndt 
Trio; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm. 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm- 
12:30am 

J.J.$ Showcase Jam: hosted 
by the Dr. Oxide Band; Spm- 
lam 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Graham's jazz favourites 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
O'BYRNE’S Mourning Wood; 
10pm; no cover 


POWER PLANT St. Albert Big 
Band (Big Band Jazz) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Amy 
Seeley, Deon Blyan; Spm; $8 
(door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Old 
Strathcona youth; Co-op 
Fundraiser 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Wendell Donovan 


CLASSICAL 


ARDEN THEATRE St Albert 
Singers Guild with PJ Perry; 
7:30pm; $12.50 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Gypsy 
Tango: Robbins Lighter 
Classics: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Quartango, Michael 
Krajewski (conductor); 8pm; 
$22-$60 at Winspear box 


office 
DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump Intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, 
Yohko Oh-no 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday; top 40, country 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Above 
and Beyond, MD, Phil Lam, 
Dave Diekt; tickets at Fever, 
Foosh, Treehouse, 
Underground (WEN), 
Colourblind 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Requests with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban sub- 
stance Thursday: With Urban 


Substance Sound Crew, 
Invinceable, ShortRound, Echo, 
SpinCycle, Baby Girl and Touch 
It with Choclair’s DJ Spence 
Diamond, and Jhevon Paris, 
hosted by Kwame (The 
Bounce) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


HULBERT'S Relaxing down- 
tempo, smooth jazz, and 
lounge music with DJ 
Frederick; 7pm 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
DJ Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night; with DJ Odin 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Creature Feature; Rockabilly 
psychobilly, surf with DJ 
Seizures and Ritchie Violence; 
Trasheteria with DJ'S Naz 
Nomad, Beard of Bees 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: 
tock, pop, hip hop with DJ 
Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous 
Thursdays: goth/student night 
with DJ Eddy, Toonflash, Dr. 
Lexxxi Tronic; $2 (non-mem- 
ber)/free (members before 
10pm)/$2 {member after 10pm) 


RUM JUNGLE Student Night 
Great beats 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NAMLS WLCM; electro, techno, 
with DJ Nik 7, guests; no 
minors; Spm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR In and Out: 
with Du Paul and Frank 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
America Rosa, DJ Papi; free 
Salsa lessons (9:30-10:30pm) 
BACKDRAUGHT Mama 
Guroove (roots/rock/reagae); 
Spm; $5 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ron 
Taylor, Chris Wynters, Barry 
Westerlund; 8pm; donations 
CASINO EDMONTON Gypsy 
and the Rose (pop/country) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Madison Drive (pop/rock) 
FOUR ROOMS Lane Amat 
Trio; Spm 

HULBERT'S Jazz duo: Karen 
Porkka (sax, voice, loops) and 
Jamie Philp (guitar, loops); 
8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Andrew 
Glover (jazz); $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE 
HeadWind (pop/rock); 9:30pm: 
no cover 

J.P. RANCH SALOON Big Jim 
Trio (blues) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Terry 
Jordan and friends 


NEWCASTLE PUB Vent 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Live and Loud IV-New Music 
Festival: Transit Radio, Perfect 
Blue, On the Sidewalk 
Bleeding, Hey Pretty, Felix: $5 


RED'S Ghetto Blasters, The 
Ways, Crunchlifter; no minors; 
8pm (door); $7 (door) 


RENDEZVOUS Deadman's 
Dog; Spm; $5 

SECOND CUP COFFEE COM- 
PANY Erroll Zastre (jazz); 7- 
10pm. 

SIDETRACK CAFE Souljah 
Fyah; Spm; $8 (adv)/$10 (door); 
fundraiser for the Capoeira 
Association of Edmonton 
STARLITE ROOM Sufix, The 
Dirtbags, Within The Ashes; 
no minors; 8pm (door); $8 
(door) 

TOUCH OF CLASS Dwayne 
Allen 


URBAN LOUNGE Connors 
Road 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Wendell Donovan 


YARDBIRD SUITE The Dave 
Babcock Group; 8pm (door), 
Spm (show);$8 (member)/$12 


(guest) 
IS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n'B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phateat, Neal K, 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 


CALIENTE’S Funktion Fridays: 
with DJ Majess and MC Keith 
Dean, Nitro Sound, DJ 
Invinceable and Babygirl 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BOOTS Aetro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with 
DJ Alvaro 


DANTE’S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For 
singles 25-40; completely 
anonymous, totally addictive 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday 
Nights: with DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Furious Fridays: 
Electric Progressive, trance 
and deep house with Vinny Vo, 
Furious Sushi Craw and 
Edmonton DJs 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock, 
new wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s 
soul with OJ Blue Jay, DJ 
Travy D; no cover before 10pm; 
$5 [after 10pm) 

HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Das OOnt Techno/industrial 
beats with 9pm (door); $5 
O’BYRNE’S DJ Finnegan; 
9pm; no cover 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 
Brian Calnan (keyboard) 

ONE ON WHYTE friday 
Nights: Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 

OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday: 
indie rock and-Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
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MUSIC 


AND LOUNGE Deep House 
with Friday resident DJ Luke 
Morrison 

STOLL'S Top 40, A&B, house 
with People’s DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, guests; 1-7am 
WUNDERBAR featured DU 
and Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Deep funky house 
with Guru Nic-E, Rob 
Tryptomene, Status Inc, Tory P, 
Bree; no minors; 1-Bam 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Blood 
Bowl: The Smokin’ 45s, 
Rocketone, The Firebrands, DJ 
Dan ELectreau; $6 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
America Rosa, DJ Papi and DJ 
Touch It 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: 4-6pm; no 
cover 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Aroots 
Bazaar; 8pm; donations 


CASINO EDMONTON Gypsy 
and the Rose (pop/country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Madison Drive (pop/rock) 
DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
stage, all ages; 2-6pm 

FOUR ROOMS Lane Arndt 
Trio; 3pm 

HULBEAT'S Jazz duo featur- 
ing Karen Porkka (sax, voice, 
loops) and Jamie Philp (guitar, 
loops); 8pm: 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 
Every Saturday: top rap groups; 
Spm 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday 
open jam, 3-7:30pm; 
country/rock band, 9pm-2am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Christina 
Schmolke (jazz singer/song- 
writer); $7 

J.P. RANCH SALOON Big Jim 
Trio (blues) 

JEKYLL AND HYDE 
HeadWind (pop/rock); 9:30pm; 
No cover 

NEWCASTLE PUB Vent 


O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: 
Chris Wynters, Scott Peters; 
3pm 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Live and Loud 1V-New Music 
Festival: Cold Blood, The Felts, 
Depravity Waltz, A Portrait of 
Midnight, Climax of the Virus; 
$5 


RENDEZVOUS The McEwens, 
Vigilante Tyewriter, Deadneck 
Fury, Thirteen Words (punk) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Doers, 
The Secretaries; Spm; $8 
(door) 


STARLITE ROOM Sam 
Roberts, Ben Lee 


TOUCH OF CLASS Dwayne 
Allen 


URBAN LOUNGE Connor's 
Road 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Clit 
45, Career Soldiers, Caustic; 
no minors; 8pm (door); $10 
{ady) at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, 
www. thesoundradio.com, 
TicketMaster/$12 (door) 


C WEEKLY 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Wendell Donovan 
YARDBIAD SUITE Rhonda 
Withnell (CD release); 8pm 
(door), Spm (show); $8 (mem 
ber)/$12 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH Africz, 
Stories 2: Kokopelli, Oran, the 
Mascato Coastal Youth Choir 
(Swakopmund, Namibia); 2p: 
and 7pm; $16 (adult)/$13 (si 
dent/senior) at TIX on the 


Square 
DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and 
break beatz with DJs T-Bas 
Femme Funk and local/interna 
tional guests presented by 
NewSound Entertainment; nc 
minors; Spm-3am 

ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB 
Saturday Night House Party 
with Urban Metropolis 
ing Harman B and DJ Kwake 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturd 
Night Fever—Live to Air: with 
91.7 The Bounce, DJ Shook 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 

GINGURA SKY Soulout 
Saturdays 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
quests 

ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 

RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop 
rock, Brit pop with S Master f 
Loopin’ the 3rd 

STOLL'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
R&B, house with People’s 0. 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-5pm, $5; and 7pm-midnight 
$6/$4 (rentals) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard 
NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTOR, Big Daddy, STX 
Tweek; 1am-Bam 
WUNDERBAR featured DJ 
and Local Bands 

Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Got To Give It Up: Main Floo! 
Funk, soul, Motown, disco 
with DJ Red Dawn 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live oper )2! 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 
Rhea March; 7-10pm 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PU! 
Jam every Sunday; 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday oP 
blues jam; 4-8pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB Open 
Stage with Willie James an° 
Crawdad; 3pm 

O'BYRNE’S Joe Bird's Irie 
Jam; Open stage for all: 
9:30pm; no cover 


OSCARS PUB Open stage 


ral 1V-New Music 
Public Address 
jolet Archer, The 
Awakehate, The 
Juice, All That's Unknown; $5 


RED'S Kincaid, quests; all 
ages licensed event; 6pm 
{door} 

OSEBOWL Sunday open 
featuring the Digs/Mike 
Mcdonald alternate weeks; 9- 
12 
SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE The Cult; all-ages event 
with licensed beer gardens; 
7:30pm; $45 
SIDETRACK CAFE DJ 
Dudeman; Mustard Smile; 9pm 


STARLITE ROOM 
Constantines, Chad 
VanGaalen, Blood Meridian; 
Bom; $18 lady) at 
TicketMaster, www.union- 
events.com, Blackbyrd, 
Magatunes, Listen, Powerplant 
(U of A) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Futures 
Fest: finalists; 3:30-10pm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Industry Night: with 
Atomic Improv, Jameoki and 
DJ Tim 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
Stardust Lounge: with Mz 
Bianea and Mz Vanity Fair. DJ 
Eddy Toonflash 


CAUENTE'S Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays-Victoria Day 
Lona Weekend Gathering: with 
{nyineeable, Game, Weapon X, 
Baby Girl and Choclair's DJ 
Spence Diamond, and Jhevon 
Paris; $10 


FEVER Donald Glaude, OJ Dan 


HALO Popscene: indie hits, 
forgotten classics, under 
ground favourites with S 
Master F, Floormatt, Kyle, G- 
Spot. Jer-Lo, Travy D; 9pm 
(door); no cover 


WHERE THEY ARE 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL 7704-104 St, 4324611 


AVENUE SKATE PARK 
9030-118 Ave, 499-1271 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- 
cae 11733-78 me St 479- 


Bat AR 
8307-99 St, 20.5200" 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 
436-4418 


BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 
951-9456 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB 32 St 
Anne Street, St. Albert, 
418-6332 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624- 
76 Ave, 989-2861 

BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 


BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper 
Ave, 

488-6636 

‘CAUENTE 10815 Jasper 
Ave, 425-0850 


_ THE ROOST Hangover Clinic 


_ Show Beer Bash: with DJ 


Jazzy; $2 


RUM JUNGLE Service 
Industry Night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-5pm; $5/$4 (rentals) 
STOLU'S Stolli’s House 
Arrest: with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Where Its At: Dj Sweetz, 
Propa, Degree; no minors; no 
cover (8-Spm)/$4 (door)/$2 
(industry) 

WUNDERBAR Trance. dance 
and rave styles with DJ Regan 
and Co 

Y AFTERHOURS Paul 
Woolford (UK); $20 (adv) at 
Foosh, Underground, 
Colourblind, Sophia WEM, 
Sophia White; more at door 


MON 


LIVE LIVE MUSIC 


MON  —-LIVEMUSIC LIVE MUSIC 
sik PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7°30-10:30pm 
LB.’S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-1am; no cover 
HONEST MUR’S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by 
the Retro Rockets Band: 8pm 
NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to 
Bolero) every Monday 


O'BYRNE'S Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); $:30-12; no cover 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMU- 
NITY HALL Acoustic 
Instrumental Old Time Fiddle 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
RIGOLETTO’S CAFE Open 
stage hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 
433-8152 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, 
West, 462-6565 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 
PUB 15277 Castle Downs 
Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 


DANTE'S BISTRO 17328 
Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 
St, 990-1792/964-3168 


DRUID (Jasper Ave) 11606 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 
Ave, 474-5554 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper 
level, 444-2335 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 
3 of WEM, 780-961-3117 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 432- 
9676 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St. 
483-4841 


1 
GINGUR SKY 15505-118 
Ave, 913-431 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave. 
423-HALO 


SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open stage with 
Ben Spencer; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: 
with Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; 


No cover 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service (Industry 
Night no minors; Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Polat Mondays every Monday 
with DJ Penny Tentiary; 
Wooftop: Reggae, hip hop, 
funk with DJs Special Ed, 
Culture Shock 


RUnOKS Ashley Love and DJ 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and quest 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Graham's jazz favourites 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Summerlad, Twin Fangs, Wax 
Mannequin; Spm; $8 {door), 


STARLITE ROOM 
International Noise Conspiracy, 
The Fever; 8pm (door); $15 
{adv) at TicketMaster, union- 
events com, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes, Listen 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
TrainWreck Tuesday (punk 
rock); 8pm (door); no caver 
YARDBIRD SUITE Jam ses- 
sion with Dan Skakun; 8:30pm 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-1083 
St, 423-7707 


HOMEGROWN 8102, 
10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 


HONEST MUR'S BAR 
AND GRILL 8936-62 Ave, 
483-6397 


HULBERT'S 7601-115 St. 
(436-1161 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 
Ave, 451-8779 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
4003-106 St, 436-4403 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND 
WINE BAR 9640-142 St. 
451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610- 
100 Ave, 426-5381 


J.J/S PUB 13160-1158 Ave, 
489-7462 


J.P. RANCH SALOON 
Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 
Stony Plain Rd 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Chateau Louts Hotel, 11727 
Kingsway Ave, 7324583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 
433-6768 


L.B’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 
St, 481-2786 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 
Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447- 
4495 


METRO CLUB AND BiL- 
LIARDS 10250-106 St, 990- 
0704 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 
stairs, 413-4578 


NEWYORK BAGEL CAFE 


8430 Gateway Bhd, 432- 
2003 


{doorl/3pm (shaw): $3 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowehaser 


CALIENTE Bashment 
Tuesdays: no cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, coun- 
tty, R&B with DJ Foreplay, OJ 
Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 8-10pm 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with OJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday 
popular house beats with DJ 
Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night 
music flash backs from the 
‘SOs, 60s, 70s, ‘80s and ‘90s; 
7pm-12 midnight, $5/$4 
(rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, 
indie rock, dance punk, funk 
with DJ Cadence Weapon, DJ 
Parsons, and DJ Stasink; no 
minors; Spm (door), $2 
WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm 


Beat Band with Enrique 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters 


and friends; 9:30pm: no caver 


RED'S Seether, Rocketface; no 
minors; 7pm (door), 9:30pm 
(show); $26.70 at TicketMaster 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg: 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Corbin 
Murdoch and the Nautical 
Miles, Robin Hunter; Spm; $6 
(door) 


WILD WEST SALOON 
RedNack Sugar 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Guich: with DJ Buster 
Friendly, no caver 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy 
Toanflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, guest 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/ASB 
with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednosdays: Psycho 
and Rockabilly with Du 
Seizures 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk. 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, 
hip hop with Cool Curt, Yuri 
Junior Brown, Remo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
DJ Alvaro, $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with OJ Nestor 
Delano 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: Retro 
alternative dance with DJ 
Saturn 5; no minors; Spm 
(door); $4 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Terry 
Jordan and friends WUNDERBAR Round one 
Dancehall and Old School Rap 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic with Dj Toma and Aminder 
METRO CLUB AND Ginter 

BILUARDS The Metro World 

—* 
NORTH GLENORA COM- SHAW CONFERENCE 


MUNITY LEAGUE 13535- 
109A Ave, 457-9417 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-62 
Ave, 437-7699 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM South 
Whitemud Crossing, 106 
St. 485-1717 


PLEASANTVIEW COM- 
MUNITY HALL 10860-57 
Ave, 474-5270 


POWER PLANT U of & 
Campus, 492-3101 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
HALL 10425 University Ave, 
499-1271 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481- 
6420 


RED STAR 105% Jasper 
Ave, 428-0825 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 
St, 444-1822 
RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 
1068-108 St 

THE ROOST 10345-104 St. 
4263150 

ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St 
ROSSDALE HALL 10195-96 
Ave, 429-2624 


ROYAL GLENORA CLUB 
11160 River Valley Rd, 430- 
6806 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, 
upper level, WEM, 486- 
9494 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE 10416 
Whyte Ave, 437-0231 /710- 
1625 

SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 433- 
0373 


Market, St. Albert, 416-1501 


CAFE 10238- 


104 St, 421-1326 


CENTRE 9797 Jasper Ave 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO 
13710-104 St, 472-6336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St. 
433-2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030. 
102 St. 428-1099 


STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 
Whyte Ave, 437-2283 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKanny 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451.2000 


TIX ONTHE SQUARE 
Interpretive Centre, 
Churchill Sq, 9930-102 Ave, 
420-1757 


TOUCH OF CLASS 
Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 
Kingsway, 452-7770 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
1018-105 St 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 
St, 439-3388 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
1003-102 St (downstairs), 
428-1099 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 
10015-149 St 


WILD WEST SALOON 
12912-50 St, 476-3328 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churhill Sq, 428- 
1414 


WUNDERBAR 8120-11 St 
436-5585 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028 
102 St, 994-3256, 
wveveyafterhours.com 


YARD®IAD SUITE 10203- 
86 Ave, 432-0428 
YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 
Carnegie Dr. St. Albert, 459 
0295 


TOMONION'S BEST LIVE VE 


URBANLOUNEE) eal 


BIil-Ios (oT 43 138-3308 


THURSDAY MAY 


HER ALIBI 


+ he 


IMONTON, ALBERTA 
17-7699 
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OLD StRATHCOTA TOUTE | 
CO-OP FUNDRAISER. 


AND | 
GUESTS =| 


THURSDAY 1 MAY 25 
SONIC 102.9 BAND OF THE MONTH, 


JETS 10 THEOR 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY MAY 26-27 


RATT POISON 


” 


FRIDAY-SATURDAY MAY 19-20 


CONNORS ROAD 


WEDNESDAY MAY 24 


AND 
GUESTS 
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, CONCERTS 
Bl) city Proudly Present... 


PRIDAY MAY 38,8008 


WY Urs 
Sl COU BRET 
A OD ORLAMOMA 


WU. Vat aCOvaaLL.COMm 
WED MAY 31 


-T OWN TOW 
BEAT DOWN Paxaecatted 


1 ON THE BRINK now? 
eae BEATDOWN 


PRI. JUNE 80 
Pe SIKOKIN' 45°S 
Bb ROWDY MEN 
B ROCKETONE 


r 
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FOMONTON’S FIRST ZOMBIE WALK: ‘A 
ZOMBIE YOURSELF OUT, AND MEET DOWNTOWN MV Weem )) 
TO ROAM AMONGST THE LIVING UNTIL You (OSA 
RE-ASSEMBLE AT NEWCITY TO ROCK OUT TO 

y 


SWITCHBLADE 
VALENTINE 


aI 


10081 JASPER AVE 429-2582. 
EDMONTON 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
. call 4+29-CLUB for more info 


EVERY THURSDAY 
IN THE LOUNGE: 


FEATURE 
TURE 


i ~Y ae 
CHEAP DRINKS, ROCK Eni 
PSYCHOBILLY/SURF NOTHER STUFF FIN 
WITH DJ SEIZURES 
& RITCHIE VIOLENCE 
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MUSIC 


REVUE / SAT, MAY 13 / SOUTHSIDE RIOTS / LOCKER ROOM PUB Last Saturday, 
local surf-punk stalwarts the Southside Riots played a special “Happy Birthday” 
engagement for some lucky people who are now one year closer to that ever-so-high 
“hill” Yes, the surf-rock stylings were a major success on this night as the Riots once 
again proved that they are the best at what they do here in the city. The small and 
cozy Locker Room Pub (a.k.a. “the Econo-lounge,” either because of its location within 
the downtown Econolodge or because of its, um, cheapness) was ablaze with spastic 
hand clapping and jovial dancing, and there was even a mosh pit, albeit with one soli- 
tary (but wildly enthusiastic) crowd surfer. Hugs were exchanged, old friends reunited 
and three birthdays were celebrated ... what a, ahem, Riot. —CONOR TAVIS McWALLY / 
conor@vueweekly.com 


How many Nautical Miles between’ 
Toronto and Vancouver? Um, five 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


anada is an immense country 
with plenty of open spaces 
and a longstanding tradition 


of artists using the landscape as a 
metaphor in their works 

Vancouver quintet Corbin Mur- 
doch & the Nautical Miles are fol- 
lowing that path, but Murdoch’s 
interest in the environment mani 
fests itself in more than just his 
music: Murdoch happens to be 
entering his final year of environ- 
mental studies at Toronto’s York 
University. Still, he says that the gen 
esis of his songs was a natural 
development resulting from his 
being away from home 

“I started writing because | was 
sort of homesick,” Murdoch recalls 
“lL was remembering Vancouver and 


Ak | WED, MAY 24 (9) 
ee, | CORBIN MURDOCH & 
ex | THE NAUTICAL MILES 


WITH ROBIN HUNTER 
SIDETRACK CAFE, $6 


the landscape, so the first couple 
songs that I penned with this project 
in mind were very much landscape 
songs. And then with my interest in 
environmental studies and ecology 
1 just found that there were lots of 
compelling stories to be told, using 
new and emerging ideas and 
themes in environmental studies a 
a hinge to tie into the personal and 
the emotional.” 

It's fitting that geography is so 
Important to Murdoch's songs, con- 
sidering the role that it plays in the 


ORS 


— 


band’s existence. With the } 
Miles residing on the West ¢ 
group’s activity over the last fev 
years has been arranged around 


VAL 


Murdoch's return for summer and 
Christmas breaks 

While their time together has 
been limited, the Nautical Miles still 
have a hand in developing Mur- 


doch’s songs when they do see 
other 


| really like a compelling story 


and that’s what I strive to 
Murdoch explains 


achie\ 


T'll come to t 


band and tell them what the stor 


of the song is, and I'll sing it to 
them a couple of times, and they'll 
chime in with ideas of how to com- 
plement that and how to build the 
landscape for the story to wande 


through.” w 
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FROM THE ASHES OF UNCLE TUPELO... 


FEATURING 


JAY FARRAR 


AY JULY 3: 
STARLITE ROOM 


102 ST. EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - 16+ NO Ss 
TICKETS: MEGATUNES - BLACKBYRD - LISTEN - FS 
TICKETMASTER.CA 451-8000 - AND UNIONEVENTS.C 


cist 
YFARRAR.COM 
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TOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 18, 2006 


1. Tool - 10,000 Days (zomba) 
2. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
3. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
4, Neil Young — Living With War (wamer) 
5, Matisyahu - Youth (epic) 
6. Red Hot Chili Peppers — Stadium Arcadium (wamer) 
4=.7. James Hunter - People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
8. Eagles Of Death Metal - Death By Sexy (downtown) 
9. Feist- Open Season (arts&crafts) 
10. Various - 30 Years Of Stony Plain (stony plain) 
11.The Co-Dependants — Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 


12. Bruce Springsteen -We Shall Overcome:The Seeger Sessions (columbia) 


13.Gnaris Barkley — St.Elsewhere (downtown) 
14.Neko’Case — Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 
45.The Flaming Lips - At War With The Mystics (wamer) 
16.The Dresden Dolls — Yes, Virginia (roadrunner) 


17. Kieran Kane , Kevin Welch & Fats Kaplin - Lost John Dean (compass) 


18.Pearl Jam — Pearl Jam (j records) 
#19. Calexico — Garden Ruin (overcoat) 
20.Nofx - Wolve In Wolves Clothing (fat) 
21.Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
22. Witch — Witch (tee pee) 
28. Taking Back Sunday — Louder Now (warner) 
24, Van Morison — Pay The Devil (exile) 
25. Built To Spill — You In Reverse (wamer) 
26. Liars - Drums Not Dead (mute) 
27.Jolie Holland — Springtime Can Kill You (anti) 
28.Ben Harper — Both Sides Of The Gun (virgin) 
29. The Little Willies - S/T (milking bull) 
ag. Sam Roberts - Chemical City (universal) 


THE MINIATURES 
DEAD FLOWERS 


The Miniatures really aren't that tiny 
at all,in fact as | was looking them FO lady. 
up | saw a picture of the band and ON Sair NOW 
they're actually kinda bigger then | expected. 
Dead Flowers is the 3rd full length from this Maple Music 
. collective and it's some pretty catchy stuff | tell ya. 

*) wonder if John Dunham like this band as much as | do? 
Sometimes | wonder if Johnny boy likes anything 
as much as | do. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


iF tHe bANd wRote tHIs HEadLInE, 
iT’D lOOk sOMetHInG LikE thIS 


EDEN MUNAG / eden@vueweekly.com 
ne look at the lettering in the 
Ove for Edmonton's AUDio 
SQUADron and you know 
that the band’s music isn’t going to be 
a straightforward ride through 
singer/songwriter territory. 

“Odd Squad” is the group’s nick- 
name, and it's suitable, since their 
music covers a wide range of creative 
territory, winding its way through 
many a style, with a few right turns 
along the way. 

While all of the members play in 
different bands throughout the city, 
bassist Trav Short explains that 
AUDio SQUADron is the project 
where they get to do the wildly cre- 
ative things that they can’t do in their 
regular gigs. 


.. 


As) SH MAY 20) 
= | AUDIO SQUADRON 
ee | LUNE 


The band is set to release their new 
album, Ne Plus Ultra, at the opening 
event of Latitude 53’s Visualeyez 2006 
exhibition. 

The art show seems like the perfect 
setting for AUDio SQUADron’s instru- 
mental creations and Short agrees, 
saying that the idea first came about 
when someone suggested that their 
music sounds like the soundtrack to a 
painting. 

“Basically, the whole place is going 
to be dolled up with everyone's new 
work, and we're going to play a set of 


music,” Short explains. 

“After that, the gallery's open fo; 
everyone to mingle and view, and 
we're going to play ambient ‘ari 
show’ music while they're doing 
that.” 

The art show music will likely be a 
little quieter then the songs on the 
album, but the creation will be much 
the same, with the band improvising 
new sounds. 

“The way we write Is that we 
improvise it all and record it,” Short 
says. 

"Then we go back and take what 
we like and put it all into a tune. It's 
always born out of a jam, so you 
come up with things that you would 
never write normally, because it’s 
stuff that you just do on the fly.” w 
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PRIDAY JUNE 23 


RED'S 


DOORS 6 PM - ALL AGES 


TICKETS : 


WNIONEVENTS: : 1M ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 


ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 


Ednotons Bec Rik ie fm 
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FS (WEM) & RED'S 
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Remember 
Unplugged? 
Well, so do 
the Doers 


ws THE DOERS 


ee WITH DOWN NORTH, THE SECRETARIES 
cx | SIDETRACK CAFE, $8 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweckly.com 

ome bands have their eyes set 
S: sold out concerts in massive 

football stadiums, dreaming of 
the day when the spotlight shines 
bright on them and they can crank out 
a setlist that has been planned and 
tweaked for maximum enjoyment by 
the masses. 

The dream is somewhat different 
for the Doers. Guitarist Sean Maxey 
and bassist Barry Higginson have 
played loud electric instruments in the 


past, but with fellow Doers singer 


Sarah Jane and new drummer Joy 
Mullen, they travel light, using 
acoustic instruments and playing 
pretty much anywhere. 

“That was why we started playing 
acoustic instruments, so we could 
play anything,” Maxey says. “We don’t 
even need to amplify our instruments 
if the place doesn’t need it. That 
allows us to play anywhere. Café’s, 
house parties, anywhere that'll have 
us, we'll play.” 

Playing different venues means that 
the band faces a variety of crowd 
types. A café gig demands a different 
performance than a bar, so, rather 
than relying on an unchanging set of 
songs, Maxey says that the Doers dis- 
pense with the setlist entirely, feeding 
off of the audience and calling out 
songs in the moment. 

Maxey admits that he likes the 
spontaneous nature of the shows, 
and he believes that it’s good for the 
audience, too. “It makes it more 
exciting for us,” he says, “so it should 
in tum be more exciting for the peo- 
ple at the show.” 

That freeform spirit has even found 
its way into the band’s recordings, 
with the sound branching out to 
include Sarah Jane’s baritone recorder 
on a few tracks, but Maxey says that 
anything new has to be essential to 
the songs. 

“There's nothing decorative about 
what we're doing,” Maxey explains. 
“We don’t want it to come across like 
We're accessorizing our sound here 
and there.” w 
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You should always listen to the driver ... and the composer 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vuewoekly.com 


any musicians play Astor 
Piazolla because of his 
amazing compositions that 


fuse orchestral music with the 
Argentinean tango. 

Musician René Gosselin, however, 
not only dedicates a portion of his 
career to playing with Quartango, a 
chamber group specializing in tango 
music, but has had the honour of 
riding in the back seat of a car while 
Piazolla was in the front comment- 
ing, “you should always play Piazol- 
la" while listening to the group's 
new CD. 

“There are a lot of similarities 
between tango and classical cham- 
ber music,” Gosselin explains, evi- 
dently agreeing with his musical 
inspiration-cum-driver. “The ban- 
doneén was conceived to bea 
portable organ to play music for 
events outside of the church.” 
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Comprised of four members from 
the Montréal Symphony, Quartango 
is René Gosselin on double bass, 
Richard Hunt on piano and arrange- 
ments, Denis Plante on bandoneén, 
and Noémi Racine-Gaudreault play- 
ing violin. They play the regular 
Montréal Symphony season in addi- 
tion to touring as Quartango with a 
variety of symphony orchestras all 
over North America, Hunt is the 
mastermind behind many of the 
group's arrangements and is known 
to mix in a variety of elements such 
as piano solos extracted directly 
from Chopin concertos. 

“[Pianist] Richard is such a musi- 
cian; all his life he did Debussy and 


Ravel, and he is a doctor of music,” 
Gosselin enthuses. “He has a lot of 
knowledge and is a man of humour 
which is what Quartango is about 
We play like kids with the material, 
though it’s very classy.” 

This playful enthusiasm for music 


and all its genres is what keeps Gos- 
selin passionate about his work, and 
his upcoming performance with the 


Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 


(H [oluls[eKY BICWULE[s) concents® 


CANADA 


—— 


Feeling reminiscent about his 
beginnings as a rock and roll electric 
bassist, Gosselin muses, "I’m quite 
old now. | don’t know if I'll get back 
to rock and roll, but I still love it, I 
still have that soul 


Whether it is Piazolla tango music, 
Chopin 
and Quartango promise to 


ncertos or rock, Gosseling 


their 


talents and their soul together and 
rock out with our ESO. v 
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Adair digs the St. Louis Blues, ee 


Pompeii and other catastrophes 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

r ately it seems that all of 
Edmonton is running a little 
more slowly. People are show- 
ing up bleary eyed to work after a late 
night, hoarse voiced from screaming, 
with bruised palms from multiple high 
fives, and when they actually do get to 

work, nothing is really getting done. 

Countless hours are wiled away 
discussing what an awesome guy 
that Peca turned out to be or the 
ineffectiveness of Georges Laraque in 
the “new” NHL. Not even cynical, 
smirking music journalists are 
immune: when I called St. Louis’s 
Adair, who play Red’s May 25, my 
mind was on topics decidedly unre- 
lated to their brand of post-hardcore- 
flavoured emo. 

“Hockey?” asked frontman Rob 
Tweedie, a little taken aback by what 
was, admittedly, an unusual question 
in a world where team sports are 
often eschewed for more solitary pur- 
suits, like skateboarding or writing 
sad songs in the basement. “I'm a big 
fan, although we [The Blues] haven't 
been doing so well since the strike.” 

Lest the interview degenerate into 
chants of “Pronger, Pronger, Pronger,” 
1 asked about the band’s new album 
The Destruction of Everything is the 
Beginning of Something New, the 
cover art of which features a rather 
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frightening looking gentleman who, 
depending on your perspective, is 
either riding or fighting a tiger. 

“Il was really fascinated by Pom- 
peii,” Tweedie explains, referring to 
the ancient Roman city destroyed by a 
volcanic eruption in 79 AD. “That art- 
work came from Pompeii.” 
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The allusion follows the mood of 
the album, Tweedie says, which “goes 
with the theme of destruction and 
starting over.” And while the band 
won't get to visit any beautiful palaz- 
ZOs or piazzas on the Canadian 
prairies, they have other ways to kill 
time on the road. 

“On our off days, we usually go to a 
mall,” Tweedie says. Hockey and 
malls, eh? You think they're looking 
forward to Edmonton? 

“It’s the biggest one in the world,” 
he laughs. “I’m sure we'll be there.” v 
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REBEL MEETS REBEL 
i MEETS REBEL 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Stomp. That about describes 
Rebel Meets Rebel. It's not 
fancy, but it gets the job 
THIS ROCKS Gone in brutal style, much 
like this musical fusion between 
three-fourths of Pantera and country 
singer David Allan Coe. 

While plenty of artists have been 
pegged as outlaw country, there’s no 
one more suited to the title then Coe, 
who spent much of his 20s in prison 
before finding a career in Nashville. 
Coe also happens to be well suited to 
this pairing with the boys from Pan- 
tera—not only was Coe riding his 
Harley onto stage long before Rob 
Halford ever did, but he’s not afraid to 
share the stage with some of the 
heaviest players around. 

The late Dimebag Darrell churns 
out riff after riff over top of a thunder- 
ous rhythm section, and Coe takes 
complete control of the mic, often 
sounding rougher than Pantera’s 
Philip Anselmo. The album doesn’t 
create a new genre, but the band sure 
has fun with a couple of old ones, and 
it’s the closest thing we'll ever get to 
another Pantera album. 


THE CR AVERY BAND 
CHAINSMOKING BLUES 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

CR Avery is a singer/song- 
writer who refuses to suc- 
cumb to predictability. Sure, 
THES ROCKS the songs are number one 
here, with Avery laying down his soul- 
ful vocals over grooves that sway 
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back and forth, but he also uses a 
beat-box, trumpet and, that ‘80s clas- 
sic, the keytar, creating a multilayered 
album that constantly reveals some- 
thing new. 

The first 10 songs flow together 
nicely, but Avery pushes it one further 
and wraps it up with “Pocketknife,” a 
dark and deeply disturbing tune with 
a mean bass groove and a vocal per- 
formance that builds from tender to 
viciously frustrated. It's a powerful 
track addressing some of the world’s 
evils, but it throws the album off bal- 
ance right at the end, tearing every- 
thing back down and leaving us 
teetering on the brink, But maybe 
that’s the whole point: no matter how 
much we dream, there will always be 
darkness lurking just around the cor- 
ner. Maybe Avery is reminding us to 
keep our eyes open, just in case. 


KD. LANG 
RENTARNATION 
ARN 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
Upon the release of Reintar- 
nation, a collection of coun- 
try-and-western hits from 
TEESIRDGS early in the career of k.d. 
lang, I can’t help but think of politics. 
You see, among the many, many 
reasons Albertans have to be 
ashamed of their long-reigning 
provincial government, the 1993 
refusal of the so-called Honourable 
Members of the Legislature to-offer 
official congratulations to the Gram- 
my-winning lang on account of her 
lesbianism and vegetarianism (seri- 
ously) may seem fairly minor—snub- 
bing an artist sort of pales in 
comparison to raping and pillaging 
our social safety net, admittedly—but 
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come on you bastards: as stupid and 
drunk as you are, how can you deny 
the aching, heartbreaking sincerity 
and beauty of lang’s music? 4 

No one since Ian Tyson has more 
eloquently and accurately musicalized 
life in rural Alberta than lang does on 
tracks like “Big Boned Gal” or “Pullin: 
Back the Reins.” Sure, she long ago 
abandoned her country-punk sound 
(and, for that matter, Alberta) for 
more cosmopolitan pursuits, but fo; 
those of us who love this province 
and all of its small-town country 
kitsch in spite of ourselves, lang 
reminds us why we haven't given up 
on this place just yet. 

So fuck the Alberta government— 
they can keep pounding back tne 
cheap rye and cranking the Toby Keith 
in their pickup trucks until some brav: 
member of the Strathmore RCMP 
detachment forces one of them to 
blow into a breathalyzer. The rest oj 
us can rock out to Reintarnation, and, 
you know, vote for someone else. 


THE PAPER CRANES 
THE PAPER CRANES 
UNFAMILIAR 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 

On their self-titled debut EP 
@ Victoria quintet the Paper 
Cranes firmly establish 
THISSUCKS themselves as yet another 
band seemingly obsessed with the 
new wave sounds of their youth. Yes, 
they sound like they listened to the 
Clash and Talking Heads when they 
were growing up, but more contem- 
porary comparisons could be made 
with Clap Your Hands Say Yeah! and 
local rivals Hot Hot Heat, except with 
out the dynamics that make those 

bands relatively easy to stomach. 

This release has all the dandy 
musical features of a band carrying 
the new wave revivalist banner: stac- 
cato guitars rapidly alternating 
between the same two notes and 
yelped-out vocals rapidly alternating 
between the same five notes (think 
vowel sounds). 

The Paper Cranes don’t attempt 4 
wide range of styles or approaches to 
their craft on this EP, which makes a 
listener thankful for its 18-minute 
length. Any longer and it would be a 
terrible waste of time ... and Paper. 


CITIES 
CITIES 
YEP ROC 
DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Although Vue's three-choice 
«y rating system certainly sac- 
rifices a degree of subtlety. 
THSISOK there are times when sim- 
plicity can be a beautiful thing. In the 
case of Cities’ self-titled debut, ther¢ 
is simply no more apt word 0! 
description in the English languag¢ 


than “Okay.” This isn’t an album that 
warrants florid descriptions of pros or 
cons, or even equivocal titles like 
“mediocre” or “vanilla.” This album is 
okay—nothing more, nothing less. 
Cities make music that’s catchy 
while you're listening to it, but drifts 
out of consciousness so rapidly you 
can probably hear the same song six 
times, each listen inspiring a new, 
"Shit, this isn’t bad, who is this?” As 
soon as the last yearning guitar note 
hits, though, the semi-pained lyrics 
and dark soundscapes go right back 
into the ether, as affecting as white 
noise 
But they’re really not bad at all. 
"ooc” has a fairly beautiful little inter- 
lude with singer Josh Nowlan’s voice 
coming from the abyss, building over a 
staccato guitar, building over a rolling 
drum bit, and “a theme” and “barri- 
cades & garrisons” bookend the album. 
But, you know, like the rest of the 
album, none of it is quite enough to 
catch—it’s just sort of a place holder 
until the CD changer flips to something 
better. That’s okay, though. 


JUST MY LUCK 

UNIVERSAL/ISLAND 

AOSS MORDZ / ross@yueweokly.com 

Elsewhere in this edition of 
Vue, interested readers can 
find a less-than-glowing 
THs SUoKS review of the film Just My 
Luck, in which Lindsay Lohan falls for 
the hapless manager of McFly, a 
teenaged nouveau Brit-pop act 

Seeing as the film is a work of fic- 
tion, upon receiving a copy of a CD 
by McFly called Just My Luck, | natu- 
rally assumed it was some kind of 
clever marketing tie-in. But then I 
made a shocking discovery: McFly is, 
well, real. Like, really real. They 
aren’t actors (which, according to the 
aforementioned review, isn’t much of 
a revelation, | know), but an honest- 
to-goodness band, with fans and 
albums and whatnot that are com- 
pletely independent of this film. They 
even had a number one hit in the UK 
in the spring of 2004. 

However, upon actually listening to 
Just My Luck (the album), I can’t help 
but feel I’ve been had. Sure, it’s giving 
the producers of Just My Luck (the film) 
a whole lot of credit to accuse them of 
setting up an elaborate maze of fan 
Websites, year-old reviews, entries on 
iTunes and the like just to fool us all 
into believing that McFly exists in the 
real world, but after hearing their 
watered down, slickly produced, dis- 
passionately executed, paint-by-num- 
bers pop rock, I refuse to believe that 
this “band” is a anything more than 
the product of a casting agent working 
overtime. At least, | hope so, because 
if this really is what teenage bands 
from England sound like of their own 
volition these days, well, shit. 


Glen Erickson discusses 
Hayden's Everything I Long For 


= | DISTANT REPLAY 


STEVEN SANDOR 
CH | distantteplay@vueweekly.com 


Glen Erickson is certainly a DIY kind of 
guy. As the frontman for local alt- 
country outfit Easy Life Club, Erickson 
doesn't like to compromise when it 
comes to the music he makes. And, as 
the head honcho of Shameless 
Records—the Edmonton label that 
puts out records for not only Easy Life 
Club but a slew of other local bands— 
he knows all about the hard work 
needed to not only make music, but to 
get it to waiting fans. 

So, maybe it’s only fitting that 
Erickson chose a classic Canadian DIY 
album as his Distant Replay choice. 
For Erickson, Hayden's Everything | 
Long For is the record that most influ- 
enced his musical career. 

That album came out a decade ago 
and, at that time, Erickson had 
become a cynic, at least when it came 
to music. 

“| was musically lost,” he recalls 
“At the time, | had been into grunge like 
so many others. But | had grown disen- 
chanted with it, and | was desperately 
looking for something to fill the void.” 

Everything | Long For was a collec- 
tion of songs played on acoustic gui- 
tar, self-recorded in a suburban home. 
lt was music at its most direct, and it 
led Hayden to a short-lived major- 
label deal. 

Some of the songs are now indie- 
rock classics. The lead track, “Bad As 
They Seem,” saw Hayden voice his 
fears about being trapped in the sub- 
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urbs for life; “Skates,” an epic track, is 
a lament for a dead loved one, told from 
the perspective of a department store 
clerk. But the most haunting and memo- 
rable track from the album, “When This 
is Over,” saw Hayden take on the grue- 
some tale of Susan Smith, the South 
Carolina mother who murdered her two 
children by strapping them into the fam- 
ily car and then guiding it to the bottom 
of a lake. He tells it from the perspec- 
tive of a drowning child, and, even 10 
years later, it's gut-wrenching. 

“It really turned me on to a person- 
al style,” Erickson says. "What it 
showed me is that you could record an 
entire album by yourself in your house 
And even though the sound js not per- 
fect—you can hear the strings buzz 
and he strums too hard—having good 
songs will win out.” 

While Hayden had a major-label 
deal thanks to the rave reviews the 
album received across North America, 
he was never able to recapture the 
magic (or the success) of his debut 
Maybe there's something about that 
bedroom that a cushy recording studio 
couldn't provide. w 
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What can you do when 
the straighties invade? 


=| TOTALLY GAY 


=> | LUKE FOSTER 
SH | iotallygay@vueweekly.com 


My friend Erin is the prettiest dyke you'll 
ever see—mostly because she doesn't 
look the least bit like a lesbian. She has 
natural Barbie-blonde hair, the face of a 
chegub, and she covers up her curves 
with flattering, ultra-feminine skirts and 
patterned blouses. As such, she tends to 
get picked up by random dudes in malls 
and at bars. 

This kind of attention obviously 
annoys her, but lately it hasn't been 
those guys that are pushing her buttons. 
She's far more frustrated by the random 
chicks that aren‘t picking her up. It 
seems that they just don’t believe Erin 
actually likes the ladies. 

Her frustration came to a head a cou- 
ple of Saturdays ago while we were 
waiting in line at the Roost. Behind us, 
one of those punk-dykes with a black, 
asymmetrical bob looked straight in 
Erin‘s direction and said to one of her 
friénds, “Seriously, what's with all the 
straight girls here tonight?” 

Erin's face immediately scrunched up 
as she uttered in disgust, “Did you hear 
that?” Yes, | did. And | began to under- 
stand what she’s been complaining 
about. With her girly-look, it’s one thing 
to be mistaken for a hetero in a straight- 
establishment, but it’s another thing 
entirely to be “de-sexualized” in one of 
the only places in the city where she 
shouldn't: the gay bar. 

If you've been to one of the city's gay 
bars recently, you'll probably notice that 
some of them aren’t so gay anymore. It 
seems as though straight folks have fig- 
ured out that gays know how to have a 
good time. That's fun and all, but should- 
n't gays and lesbians have at least one 
place all our own where we can drink, 
dance and, most importantly, ogle the 
same-sex without restraint? 

My pal Josh feels that way. After just 
getting over a serious case of straight- 
dude syndrome (involuntarily being 
attracted to and/or hitting on straight 
guys), he hates it that at the gay bar he 
has to think twice about making a move, 
or even looking in the wrong direction. 

“t's just an uncomfortable situation 
all around when I've (inadvertently) hit 
on straight guys,” he says, “They'll 
either take it as a compliment or get 
freaked out, but either way, | still feel 
stupid.” 


ADMITTEDLY, straighties at the gay bar 
is nothing new. | remember hearing from 
my older gay-couple friends that, back in 
the day, the influx of non-gays is one of 
the reasons some of Edmonton's previ- 
ous gay bars failed: they became too 
trendy and inclusive. But that sounds a 
bit hypocritical to me. | always thought 
that there was a “straight but not nar- 
row-minded” clause somewhere in the 
GLBTO acronym. Gays should be the 
most inclusive minority there is. 

But when it comes to the gay bar, it’s, 
“Get the fuck out of here. There’s no one 
for you to hump.” Why? Because the 
gay bar exists for one reason: to facili- 
tate man-on-man or girl-on-girl action. 
Not so straight people can feel right- 
eous or like they can relate to and 
understand what it means to be gay by 
simply dancing to outdated techno and 
Top 40 amidst a cloud of hair-product, 
sweat and hormones. 

My advice to combat the straight 
invasion? Hit on them. Send the straight 
boys and the most heinous of offend- 
ers—the fag-hags—a come-hither look, 
tell them that you think their t-shirt is 
sexy, ask them to come back to your 
place; basically, send them all the hints 
you can short of ramming your tongue 
down their respective throats. On the 
off-chance that they actually accept your 
advances ... well, just go with it. They're 
probably not as straight as they thought. 

As for my friend Erin, who happens to 
be in a serious relationship, she just 
wants to be looked at “that way”; she 
just wants to be more visible. So on our 
subsequent trips to the bar, Erin’s been 
Wearing more denim. Thank god she still 
draws the line at fleece. 


IN OTHER NEWS, May 17, 2006 was the 
fourth National Day Against Homopho- 
bia, when groups from all over the coun- 
try gathered to combat discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. This year's 
edition focused specifically on discrimi- 
nation within the workplace and the 
sports world. 

So, to show your, albeit belated, soli- 
darity, get out sometime this weekend. 
Ditch the gym for the park. Toss the fris- 
bee around, kick a soccer ball, or play 
some catch where everyone can see 
you. Then on Monday, when you head 
back to work and someone inquires 
about your tan or why you're tired, you 
can tell them that you were playing 
sports. And having gay sex. w 
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EVENTS 
WEEKLY 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 428.2889 
OR E-MAR. GLENYS AT 


LSTINGSGVUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BALKANIZATION OR EUROPEANIZATION? 
Senate Chamber 326, Old Arts Building, U of A, 
canslav@yahoo.ca * Presentations, and a panel 
discussion regarding the Montenegrin referendum, 
Serbia, and the future of the Wester Balkans, fea- 
turing speakers Dr. Srdja Pavlovic and Dr. Emilian 
Kavalski Thu, May 18 (3-5pm) * Free 


CANADA'S DEFENSE POLICIES City Arts Centre, 
10943-84 Ave (604-3120) © Public meeting with 
MP Dawn Black (NDP Defense Critic) * Tue, May 
23 (7:30pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton 
Church, 13212-106 Ave ® Meeting presented by 
Rev. Yvonne Racine ® Every Tue (1-3pm) 


KEITH HARDER Art Gallery of Alberta Lecture 
Theatre (426-0072) © Alberta Society of Artists, 
slide presentation and lecture presented by Keith 
Harder @ May 25 (7pm) © Free 


LIFE BEYOND ADDICTIONS Royal Alberta 
Museum, 12845-102 Ave (488-1160) ¢ Lecture by 
Earnie Larsen ® May 26 (7:30-Spm) and May 27 
(10am-ipm) * $75 {for two lectures) 


NO MORE BULL NAIT's Shaw Theatre (469-1448) 
Presentation by Howard Lyman, ex-farmer, 
rancher and feedlot operator, featuring his latest 
book and video documentary Mad Cowboy * Fri, 
May 26 (7pm) * Free (donations) 


ONE WORLD WORSHIP St. Andrew's United 
Church, 9915-148 St (452-4454) e Pentecost 
Celebration * Sat, May 20 (6:30pm) Free 


REAPPEARANCE OF THE WORLD TEACHER 
StillPoint Healing Centre, 110, 10350-124 St (452- 
9388) ¢ Lecture about the public emergence of 
Maitreya and the Masters of Wisdom ¢ Wed, May 24 
(7pm) ® Free 


ROMANCE WRITERS OF EDMONTON Grant 
McEwan, Rm 5-238, www.romancewritersedmon- 
fon.com ® First and third Thu ea. month (7- 
9:30pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
www.boreal.net/wta * Meet at Abbottsfield Mall 
by MacDonald's, 30 St, 118 Ave (469-1949); free 
guided hike, approx. 10km at Elk Island; May 21 
(9am) * Meet at Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 
Ave (469-7948), free guided hike, approx. 10km at 
Hastings Lake South; May 28 (9am) 


WELCOME TO CO-HOUSING EDMONTON Stanley 
Milner Library, Centennial Rm © Information session 
on building a centrally located, environmentally sus- 
tainable co-housing * Sat, May 27 (1-3pm) 


WHAT'S AT THE HEART OF CREATIVE 
EXPRESSION IN OUR LIVES? Orange Hall, 
103358-84 Ave (990-2033) © Explore the meaning 
and dynamic interplay between Life and the Arts 
with Markus Alexander and Carrie MacLeod « 
May 1B, 25 (8-10pm) @ $5 (drop-in) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers* Market ® Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd 
Sat ea month, stand in silence for a world without 
violence * Sat, May 20 (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton © 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 
2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) 
* Large tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: Wet Undies Contest 
(12:30). with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no # Fri: DJ 
Alvaro dance party, male strippers * Sat: Theme par- 
ties, leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool touma- 
ment, DJ Arrowchaser * Sun; Stardust Lounge with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair (11pm), Du Eddy Toonflash 
DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
‘Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 © 
Www.gayedmonton.com 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 


EVENTS 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


business community ¢ Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7/@hivedmon- 
ton.com * Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses, Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns 

INGLEWOOD HALL 12515 116 Ave (488-3234) « 
Spring Fever Community Garage Sale and Flea 
Market * BBO and concession by the Pride Centre 
of Edmonton * May 27 (11am-Gpm) * $2, proceeds 
from this event are a fund raiser for the Pride Centre 
of Edmonton for programming 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus ¢ Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 
ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series, 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edm- 
livingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) © 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV © Every Tue (7-Spm); Support group © 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and 
other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat 
(Sam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) * 
Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) ¢ Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm * 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
6pm, TV room) © Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 
intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
Ist, 31d, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody © 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group; Mens social 
and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night Movie nights with themed 
movies and discussion afterwards; every Mon © 
Community Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month (7pm) 
® Womens Spirituality Group: Drumming circle 2nd 
Wed ea month (7pm), in Rm 1 with Kucutzi ¢ Bisexual 
Discussion Group: Mixed social and discussion group 
drop-in; 1st, 3rd Tue ea month (7pm) Rm A, with 
Vanessa edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com * TTIO 
Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, 
intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In: 
Every Wed (10:30am-3:30pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488- 
3234 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu 
(7pm) © In Together Out Together Get Together: A 
welcoming group for GLBT members in their 20s, 30s 
and 40s 1st and 3rd Fri ea month, hosted by Robert 
Blatchford * Youth Understanding Youth; Youth sup- 
port and social group; every Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy « NDP 
LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 « 
Parents Rock the World Workshops: PFLAG series for 
parents and questioning children; Feb-June, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) ¢ Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) ¢ Open Sun- 
Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Bpm-4am * Wed: Amateur 
strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: 
Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game 2nd and last Thu with DJ Jazzy 
Fri: Upstairs; Euro Blitz: New European music with 
DJ Outtawak Downstairs: DU Jazzy * Sat: Every Sat 
like new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with 
DJ Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and 
Mike ¢ Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show: Every long weekend with DJ Jazzy © 
Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) ¢ Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7- 
12pm) ® Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


AIDS MEMORIAL Front of the Alberta Legislature 
Building, 10800-97 Ave © Candlelight memorial 
hosted by Living Positive © Sun, May 21 (8pm) 


BECHA KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA Muttart 
Conservatory, 9626-96A St (496-8755) ¢ A celebra- 
tion of Ukrainian art featuring folk-art, choral con- 
certs, pysanka demonstrations, traditional weaving, 
dancing and more © Until June 4 


BLOOD BOWL RUMBLE Avenue Skatepark, 9030- 
118 Ave (885-8338) © Featuring The smoking’ 45s, 
Rocketone, The Firebrands, DJ Dan Electreau; 
demonstrations on how a true greaser treats a car 
by the Kreepers Car Club; artworks in the lobby * 
Sat, May 20 (3pm) ¢ $6 


(CARNIVAL OF SHRIEKXING YOUTH (499-1271, the- 
atresqured.com © PCL Theatre, Trans-Alta Arts Bams, 
0330-84 Ave; New Play Festival; until May 28 ¢ Queen 
Alexandra Hall, 10425 University Ave; Live and Loud 


IV: New Musicy May 19-21, 26-28 ¢ Red Strap, 10305 
97 St, Expressions’ Visual Arts; until May 30° Metro 
Cinema, 9828-1014 Ave; Film It May 29-30 
COMMUNITY DAY Hawrelak Park, 9330 Groat Ra 
(437-2913) © Free entertainment featuring bands, art 
displays, games and more * Sat, May 20 (noon-4pm) 
ETHICS AND HEALTH-AN ETHICS OF ASPIRA. 
TION Westin Hotel (447-1180) * A conference pre 
sented by the Provincial Health Ethics Network, 
focusing on the ways organizations can move beyon, 
formal ethics structures/processes towards creating 
authentic spaces for moral reflection and action » 
May 19 (Sam-4:30pm) # $25 (early registration) 
AN EVENING WITH WAYNE NEWTON Shaw 
Convention Centre (1-866-309-7771) © Dinner and 
performance Proceeds to the Lunk Association (Ag 
and NWT) © Thu, May 18 (6:30pm door) 

1AM BEAUTIFUL BECAUSE... Red's (450-1757) 
Fashion show and silent auction * May 18, Gp 
(door) 7pm (show) ® Tickets available at Red's, 11 
on the Square 

LORD OF WAR Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq (439-8725) © Free screen 
ing, part of Global Week of Action Against Smail 
Arms ® Tue, May 23 (7pm) 


PAN FAIRE City Arts Centre, 10934 84 Ave (456-204) 
© A Pagan/New Aye metaphysical faire featuring 
Pagan art, supplies, jewellery; fair trade products and 
environmentally friendly products * May 20-21 « s2 
RAINMAKER RODEO St. Albert, www.rainmak 
erab.ca ® May 26-28 


RELAY FOR LIFE Foote Field, U of A Campus, 
www.cancer.ca (437-8419) ® Fundraising event « 
Sat, May 26-27 (7pm-7am) 

RUSSIAN ARTS FESTIVAL St. John's Cultural 
Centre, 10611-110 Ave (240-5886) © Russian music 
showease, art exhibition, and traditional Russian 
food ® May 28 (2pm) * $10 (adult)/$5 
{student/senior)/free (child under 5) 


ST. ALBERT GRAIN ELEVATOR PARK AND 
TRAIN STATION 4A Meadowview Dr, St. Albert 
(459-4404) ¢ ALL ABOARD... © Sat, May 27 (i- 
5pm); opening ceremony (4pm) 

SKATEBOARD DEMOS WITH DARKSTAR TEAM 
West 49, Kingsway Mall/WEM, www.West49.com ° 
Autograph signing at Kingsway Garden Mall (1pm) 
Skateboard demo at WEM (3pm) | Am Flow West 4: 
DVD showing at WEM (5pm) ® Sun, May 21 © Free 
SMALL ARMS TRADING INFORMATION FAIR 


Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (439-8725) © May 22-29 


KARAOKE 


CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 15753-100 St * Every Tue 
(9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) 
© Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns fd 
(472-7696) ¢ Every Thu 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millboume Rd * 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave © Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


(GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue 
Wed (9:30pm): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) « 
Every Fri (Bpm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot 
Karaoke Productions 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave © Every Thu (8:30pm) 
with Prosound Productions 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St(461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing 
Show 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) ¢ Fridays 
karaoke (5pm-late); with Chris 


MO0J0’S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) 
© Every Thu (Spm-tam) 


ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (Spm-lam): with Off 
Key Entertainment 


ORLANDO'S 3 6104-104 St © Every Mon (Spm- 
am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (W), 135 St, 113 Ave 
(451-8022) © Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord 
from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A 
Campus © Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, 
baby: every Wed (9pm): with Colin and Darrell 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-10! 
St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily 
(9:30pm) © Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211): 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; evely 
Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 19710-104 St (472-6336) © Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
{7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 


YESTERDAY'S St Albert © Every Thu (9:30pm-2am 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


/R5 ASTROLOGY 
‘{reewill@vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

The general consensus is that Americans 
are getting dumber. A recent study, for 
instance, reported that more people can 
name the characters in The Simpsons TV 
show than know the rights guaranteed by 
the First Amendment. Yet an article by 
Malcolm Gladwell in The New Yorker 
notes that Americans’ 10 scores have been 
steadily rising for a long time—so much 
so that a person whose |O placed her in 
the top 10 per cent of the population in 
1920 would be in the bottom third today. 
One possible explanation: our “growing 
stupidity” may better be described as a 
difficulty keeping up with the ever-growing 
mass of facts, whereas we're actually 
becoming better at solving problems. 
You're in a phase that’s favourable for 
upgrading your intelligence—by which | 
mean improving your problem-solving 
skills, not accumulating more facts. 


TAURUS (APA 20- MAY 20) 

This is a time when you must put one 
concern above all others: being true to 
yourself. Don’t you dare elevate other 
people's needs above your own. Don't you 
dare let their guilt trips manipulate you 
into watering down your interesting 
quirks. You have simply got to devote 
yourself exuberantly to your idiosyncratic 
dreams. You owe it to yourself to learn all 
you can about your innermost secrets and 
ripening mysteries. You need to be ingen- 
iously obsessed with serving your deep- 
est, wildest, most noble longings. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“It is not possible to get the blessing with- 
out the madness,” wrote Norman 0 Brown 
in his book Apocalypse and/or Metamor- 
phosis. “It is not possible to get the illumi- 
nations without the derangement.” His 
words ring true for you right now, Gemini. 
Lately you've been pursuing (and getting 
pursued by) wickedly twisted yet fertile 
opportunities, and now you're near the cli- 
max of the madness and derangement. 
Next stop: blessings and illuminations. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

According to the Bible, Jehovah gave Adam 
the job of bestowing names on everything. 
But in Ursula Le Guin’s story “She Unnames 
Them," Eve decides to reverse her mate's 
work. She yearns to return to a primordial 
state when the misunderstandings caused 
by words no longer stand between her and 
the rest of creation. So she unnames all the 
animals, from the sea otters to the bees. 
When she's done, she marvels on haw they 
feel “far closer than when their names had 
stood between myself and them like a clear 
barrier.” Take your inspiration from Eve, 
Cancerian. Bypass the ideas and language 
you use to cage your raw experience, and 
instead commune with the primal essence 
of everything. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Even if you're in your 20s or 30s or 40s 
now, someday you'll be an elder. At that 
time you will be in a position to guide and 
inspire younger people with the wisdom 
you've gathered. You will have learned to 
move with relative grace in and out of 
periods of darkness and uncertainty. You'll 
be less inclined to look back toward your 
own personal childhood and more oriented 


toward the future of your immortal soul, of 
your family and of the human race. In the 
coming days, you have an excellent oppor- 
tunity to tune in to the elder you will ulti- 
mately become. You have the power to 
prophesy your own evolution. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP22) 

When lightning strikes a human being, it's 
usually bad news. Not so in the case of a 
Tan from Maine named John Corson. After 
experiencing a whitish-blue bolt shoot 
through his body during a thunderstorm, he 
testified that his health became better than 
it had been in a long time. “I feel lighter 
and 100 years younger,” he marveled. | pre- 
dict a comparable (though less shocking) 
rejuvenation for you, Virgo. What you're 
going through or about to go through might 
cause a breakdown in some people, but for 
you it will lead to a breakthrough. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

“Dear Rob: In my dream last night, it was 
my wedding day and | was flying like a 
superhero over hills made of millions of 
jewels and jelly beans. My superhero 
sweetie was soaring alongside me, and 
we were headed toward an ocean-side 
amusement park with a futuristic theme. 
Unfortunately, we overshot our landing 
and ended up plunging into the sea. Fortu- 
nately, we could breathe underwater just 
fine. We swam down to a superhero con- 
vention that was taking place in a museum 
on the ocean floor. When we arrived, we 
were given a wedding cake shaped like a 
giant key. What does my dream mean? — 
Mind-Boggled Libra.” Dear Boggled: Like 
many members of the Libran tribe, you're 
currently enjoying tremendous opportuni- 
ties to blend adventure and intimacy. Your 
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reared (eet CLASSIFIED AD IN 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


CLASSES 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
Two-for-One Family Rates. Call Northern River Karate 
School 707-3693 to watch a class! 


Drop in Meditation Classes —Thursdays 7-9pm 
Practical guided meditations, teachings discussion and 
break. A warm community with resident Buddhist monk. 
Everyone welcome! Gameau United Pl. 11148-84 Ave 
Ph: 412-1006 www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


HELP WANTED” 


_ OPA! Souvlaki Of Greece on Whyte Avenue seeking 

immediate full and part time employees. No fast food 

experience requited. Speedy and fun atmosphere. Call 
Rima at 457-6560 or 436-1442 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed, 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


EDS 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 


able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


National Company expanding 
Edmonton Operations in 
many divisions 


e 15 Days - Full Time 
e 20 Days - Part Time 
e 25 Afternoon and Evening - 


Full and Part Time 
— Excellent Income 
— Paid Weekly 
— Health Benefits Available 
— Training Provided 


CALL NOW 
702-5519 
482-5859 


Help Wanted 


Are you a music fan looking 
for part-time work? 
Come join our team! 


Please drop a resume off in 
person Tuesday through 
Sunday after 8p.m., and 

Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 


10030-102 St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 


Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room and 
Velvet Underground 


dream reflects how wide open your imagi- 
Nation is to the possibilities. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

“We should take astrology seriously,” says 
zoologist Richard Dawkins. “No, | don't 
mean we should believe in it. | am talking 
about fighting it seriously instead of 
humouring it as harmless fun.” In his view, 
astrology is a bogus discipline that fosters 
Superstition and undermines clear think- 
ing. Opposing Dawkins’s perspective was 
that of seminal psychologist Carl Jung, 
one of the 20th century's greatest thinkers. 
“Astrology represents the summation of all 
the psychological knowledge of antiquity,” 
he wrote. He routinely used astrological 
birth charts to help understand his psy- 
chotherapy patients. Dawkins and Jung 
can't both be right, can they? | suggest you 
entertain the possibility that they are, 
Scorpio. Experiment with what happens 
When you assume that both sides of every 
story have a piece of the truth 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Did you know there are about 200 mass 
protests in China every day? The Chinese 
people's enthusiasm for righteous com- 
plaining puts the rest of us to shame 
How could we have become so passive 
in the face of all the crazy injustices that 
are going on in the world? According to 
my reading of the astrological omens, 
you're currently the astrological sign with 
the most potential to unleash construc- 
tive criticism. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

An old African proverb says that cattle are 
wealth, and there are no cattle without 
dung. This idea is applicable to you right 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi @ 
483-1658, 1-780-632-3515, Therapeutic massage 
Licence: 7439417-0017439415-00' 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION = 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


flow. The source of your greatest riches 
has produced some waste matter that 
needs to be cleaned up. Take a hint from 
the Masai people, who use cattle dung as 
plaster in building their homes. The scent 
helps repel lions, who dislike the smell, 
from venturing too close. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

Albert Lexie has shined shoes at Pitts- 
burgh’s Children’s Hospital since 1982 
From the beginning, he has taken portions 
of his meagre earnings and contributed 
them to a fund for sick kids who are poor. 
Recently, his donations topped the 
$100 000 mark. He’s your role model, 
Aquarius. The astrological omens reveal 
you will have everything going for you if 
you choose this time to launch 2 long 
slow ascent toward a goal that may now 
seem improbable. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 


Excessive consumption of junk food has 
contributed to rising obesity levels in 
humans. Now wildlife experts report that 
bears are suffering a similar fate. The ani- 
mals are so fond of the greasy, sugary 
Scraps they scrounge at campsites and 
dumpsters that many are getting fat. The 
Weight gain has had a surprising side 
effect: many female bears are giving birth 
to three cubs at a time instead of one or 
two. You can draw metaphorical gititance 
from this vignette as you meditate on your 
own life, Pisces. Is there an instinctual part 
of you that has become overly fond of arti- 
ficial sustenance and clever but worthless 
confections? !'m not accusing, just asking 
In any case, it's high time to give the wild 
woman or wild man within you some gour- 
met soul food. w 


SERVICES 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
FANTASTIC RATES 

GUARANTEED APPROVAL. 

SWITCH 10 EASY RECONNECT. GET RECONNECTED 


1-877-446-5877 | 


| 
| 
| 


l 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Gnefish Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 
Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St. 


Overseas Job 
Guaranteed? 


(Calgary Trai) Southbound 


Across from Save-on-Foods) % 
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Rabbits and dildos and porn, oh my! 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA EMERSON 
Htsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA: 

| recently bought my first “rabbit” vibrator 
from a nice feminist sex-toy vendor's 
clearance sale and | love it. 

| had no idea how much | really bought 
into the woman-friendly approach until | 
went to the Pleasure Place in Washing- 
ton, DC to buy a dildo and couldn't make 
myself buy a thing. Why does all the 
packaging on toys meant for my pleasure 
have to have a fake woman on it? Like 
that would turn me on? 

Anyway, | protested with my wallet 
and didn’t buy a dildo, but now | have no 
dildo, so | thought | would ask you for rec- 
ommendations. What are the qualities | 
should be looking for in my new friend? 
LOVE, DISGUSTED 


DEAR DISGO: 

What, they didn't have any of those boxes 
where a well groomed MiILF-type holds 
the toy up to her neck or cheek while her 
eyes close and her mouth drops open in 
inexplicable ecstasy? | guess not—those 
pics are generally found on “therapeutic 
massagers” and the like, not static space- 
fillers like dildos or butt-plugs. 

OK, so what's bugging you is the big- 
haired, big-boobed, bleached, shaved and 
shiny-mouthed porn starlets on the dildo 
boxes, who are clearly there to attract a 
certain sort of male interest and purchas- 


ing power? | can sorta see your point. 

So it's more a sort of “hostile atmos- 
phere” problem, where you feel a little 
threatened by the aggressive sleaziness 
of the packaging? Despite my nearly irre- 
sistible urge to snap, “Butch it up, babe,” 
and leave it at that, it's clear that a lot of 
women do mind sleazy marketing, hence 
the many jobs for many of my friends at 
many woman-owned clean, well lit 
places for sex toys over the years. If that’s 
the sort of atmosphere you prefer and you 
can't find one in your area, just hop online 
and read up at one of the places (Babe- 
land, Blowfish or Good Vibrations) that 
have extensive descriptions, recommen- 
dations and even in-house reviews of 
every product on the premises. 

Be prepared to spend some money (sil- 
icone outperforms latex and jelly rubber 
by nearly every measure, for instance, but 
if you want it, you're gonna pay). You 
don’t need to drop the bucks right out of 
the gate, though. Unless you're positively 
set on a certain shape (Corn Goddess! 
Buck Rogers Ray-qun!) or know for a fact 
that the “Mr Big Stuff” model is the one 
for you, consider buying some cheaper 
disposables and experimenting. 

But you're still wondering why those 
bimbos are gasping fake-orgasmically all 
over the box for a toy you plan to use for 
your own special secret female purposes? 
Heck if | know. | do know people in the 
business, though, so | passed your ques- 
tion on to my friend, the writer and 
anthologist Thomas Roche (visit him at 
www.skidroche.com), who currently edits 
Eros-Zine but has more than paid his dues 
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flacking sex toys for the manufacturers of 
exactly the sort of goods you're wonder- 
ing about. Here's his answer: 

| have no idea what the people who 
design sex-toy packaging for the big four 
are thinking, but | can take a wild guess. 
There are 10 bazillion of these friggin’ 
products released every 10 minutes. | sus- 
pect the packaging designers are given 
vast folders of digital clip art bought en 
masse from porno houses and have like 
15 minutes to design each package.” 

| suspect that the majority of people, 
when they go to buy a sex toy, are less 
concerned with the packaging than with 
the fact that they are buying a sex toy. 

People in the “alternative” sexuality 
market are fond of expressing outrage and 
bewilderment that the adult industry 
doesn't cater more to the needs of whoev- 
er they think the companies aren’t cater- 
ing to, but successful businesses tend to 
do things based on the bottom line, and if 
it ain't broke, don’t fix it. | don’t like it any 
better than anyone else does, and | have 
no idea who's “supposed” to buy it, but 
they sure buy a lot of it. 

Smaller manufacturers and boutique 
shops are much better about coming up 
with tasteful packaging (and also tend to 
offer higher quality product), but, having 
been to so-called boutiques all over the 
country, | can say that most of those 
smaller shops stock the same tastelessly- 
packaged dildos as the porn shops, 
though that is starting to change. 

Thanks, Thomas, and good luck, Dis- 
gusted. 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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PERSONALS 


Bi-sexual male wiccan athlete seeks other wiccan 
athletes, male or female. Must be in shape, focussed 
and self-disciplined. For fun, friendship and sex mag- 

ick. No drugs, no head games. 
In Edmonton call Garbo @ 780-238-3382. 
e-mail garbo@ bell. blackberry.net 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


TIFFANY 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 
BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


Kathleen Escorts 
Independent Ladies 
Lynn - Blonde, blue-eyed beauty 
Amanda - Petite, natural busty blonde 
Heather - Exotic, blonde, hard tanned body 
Teeza - Egyptian, blonde, tanned, toned body 
Donna - Dark hair, greeneyes, busty 
Danielle - Tall, busty European, brunette 
Suelee - Asian, long silky brunette hair 
Flat Rates Quoted - 442-3030. 
Bonded 05-3816197-002 


ADULTS 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 30 min FREE 
using code 1752. (780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! (780) 


413-7144. Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!! Make $799 US per month 


with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEW: 
702.2223 


ie Safe ¢ Discreet + 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


aS 
Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 sp 


Great Downtown location at the Great West 
Saddlery Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092 


FOR RENT 


Roommate wanted! 1 bedroom available in this 
Spacious 11C0 sq. ft. 2 bedroom highrise, $470 - 
includes all utilities at 10350-122 St. 

Call Rory @ 447-1739. 


FOR RENT: June 1 — Live/work studio apt. in 
ArtsHab. #306, 10217-106 St, 858 sq ft, plus 160 
sq ft. loft area, 14 ft ceilings, south facing expo. 

sure. $780,00 +utilities. All artistic disciplines we)- 
come to apply. Download application at 
www.artshab.com. Call 439-9532. 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 


2 bedroom bungalow. Hardwood 
floors, age living room, 
a 


bedroom and bath in basement. | 
Steel fence. $132,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


WORKSHOPS 


Intuition workshop - May 27, 9:30am-4pm. $75.00 
Lear to be more intuitive. Call Ross M. - Psychologist 
at 484-1368. 


Conquer your fear of public speaking, Join City Lights 
Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at 
noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE® FREE® FREE® FREE® FREE 


FREE® FREE® FREE FREE® FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
providing the ad is non-profit. 

Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ 
ing, in person or by fax, Duplicate ads will not be 
published, except by mistake. Free ads will run tor 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
office@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 
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ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Maton ore ten ae 


WWw.roguespeare.com 


and volunteers needed a.s.a.p. for bene- 
fit concert against violence. (June 15) 
Contact Natalia 907-3353. 


Performers Workshop: Musicians, Actors, 
Conetiens, ae: No Experience Mecca 
‘May 20-21 (2-5pm) FREE registration: 
3568. FUNNYLAFTERS Ass, 


screenwriter - sitcoms. Looking to write 
something rich. Mike 634-1134. 


Bo Eee 
Sia arts, May 18,25'0 6 10pm at the Grange Hal 
pm at the Orange Hall, 
ao 10335-84 Ave; $5 (drop-in). 
carrie@expressiveorigins.com / (403) 990-2033. 


artists 15-19 interested in creati 
‘echo os atl a cot 
for more info. 


ESL Tutors mruently nested. Call PALS., 424- 
5514. Help someone learn English as a second lan- 
guage. Training materials provided. 


The Alberta Arts Support Society needs friendly, 
outgoing individuals to sell listings to art venues for 
their upcoming Art Seen guidebook. 477-6892. 


BE AN ESL TUTOR to new immigrants, daytime, 
weekdays. Ph Judy 424-3545, iat 


Local Food Basket Seeks Volunteers 
Wecan Food Basket, Ph (780) 413-4525 
Www.wecanfood.com 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind 
« and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, or call 
451-8331. 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area 


International Children’s Festival (May 30-June 3) 
Deadline for volunteer registration ls May 24. 
www<hildfest.com, Volunteer Hotline, 459-1694. 


Society of Seniors Caring About Seniors (SSCAS), 
drivers needed to assist frail seniors to appoint- 
ments; $8/ride. Ph Val 465-0311 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth in a drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947 or e-m 
osyc@telus.net 


Becol Ride for Heart: Sun, June 4 (10am) at 
Laurier Park. Canada's largest one—day cycling event 
Celebrate a victory against Heart Disease and Stroke. 
Wwww.heartandstroke.ca/rideforheart, or ph 451-4545, 


Vinok Worldance is offering FREE dance classes 
for anyone interested in learning various world dance 


forms. June on Mon and Thu, 7-9pm at 
the Chateau Louis on creer For information/regis- 
ter Ph Doyle Marko at (780) 454-3739 or email: 
doyle@vinok.ca. 
Northern Theatre is hosting general audi- 
tions: Fri, June 2; Sat, June 3 (11am-5pm); 
Third Space 11516-103 St. 


Info Ph Jason Magee at 471-1586 


Yc lente seeking experience for the 2006 
INGE FESTIVAL. If you are looking for an extra 
actress please call Alicia 458-8725 


Romance Writers of Edmonton meet 1st and 3rd 
Thu ea month at GMCC, Rm 5-1238, 7-9:30pm, 
Wwww.romancewritersedmonton.com 


Harcourt House Arts Centre Call for Submissions: 
Artist in . Submit a proposal before 
May 31. Ph: 426-4180 for info. 


You're an artist, actor, musician, you need/want head- 
shots. |'m looking for portrait practice. Will trade time 
for photos. Call Robert: 916-4662. 


Call to Enter, ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV, Artist state- 
ment. For into Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Non-union, trained actor and singer seeks role in 
Fringe play. Age range 24-38. Call Elaine at 439-8238 
or email Eelrod@shaw.ca. 


MUSICIANS 


Female rock vocals needed for recording project. 
Contact lan at Chrystal Sound Recording Studio 


Mervyn Albin is currently seeking career orientat- 
ed hard rock drummer, able to alot three nights a 
week for rehearsal. 721-8993 


Post hardcore band 
the Dream and Underoath. 


frontman. Infl: Bleed 
I Ryan at 918-5992 


Help celebrate the diversity of francophone culture 
and heritage by volunteering at Edmonton Chante, 
Edmonton's francophone music festival, June 23-25, 

Natacha Beauvais at 459-4401 or email 
benevoles@edmontonchante.ab.ca 


Sierra Club of Canada-Prairie Chapter. 
Volunteers required to help raise awareness on 
protecting the prairie’s water resources. 
Landsay@sierraclub.ca, Ph 439-1160. 


_ Siorra Club of Canade—Prairie Chapter: 
Join the Community Trainings team. Help people gain 
skills and information, Contact Meredith James, 
Meredith@sierraclub.ca, Ph 439-1160. 


Brain Neurobiology Research ram at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from: ARTUM 
D ON for research study. Ph 407-3906. 

Reimbursement provided. 

Healthy volunteers required for research studies 
with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at U of A. Call 407 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement will be provided. 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor wanted at Strathcona 
Place Senior Centre, 
Ph Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


Literacy Tutors Needed. Assist adults with devel- 
opmental disabilities to acquire basic reading and 
writing skills. Sue Mere 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 

models needed to share time and interests with kids 

in care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. 
Various locations. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357, 


Human Rights City Edmonton: Take part in a new 
survey: www. johnhumphreycentre.org 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at edu- 
cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Volunteer for The Works (June Z3-July 5). 
Ph 426-2122 for info. 


Procol Harum tribute band looking for k 
oe synthesizer, piano) with lead vocals, bass 
jead guitar, and 3 back-up singers. Call Gary: 
413-6835 (evenings at 989-0599). 


Ifyou like Celtic music, like to sing and harmonize, 
come and join our group. Call Marie at 435-6795. 


__ Hard Rock Metal Band '80s Style 
Looking for vocalist between 30-40 to complete band. 
Serious inquiries only. Call Dean 465-1646 


_- VOLUNTEER 


inst violence (June 15) need 
volunteers 4.s.a.p. contact Natalia 907-3353. 


Mennonite Centre is seeking volunteers for English 
tutors, part-time van driver, and High School science 
and XCALM tutors. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


Call the Pride Centre telbeck a table at the Spring 


Fever Community Garage Sale and Flea Market (May 
27) at Ingl Hall, or donate items to the garage 
~~ ssale Ph 488-3234. 


PALS. Donets your gouty used books. Drop-off 


at Coles, Chapte: igo (until June 15). 


Expand your horizons this summer! In its 21st year, 
Isekngtatopeenh vourtearte ile 
1s looking for te volunteers to fill a 
Positi rg Hate fend gain new skills as 
8 tis eng dion festival 
‘on Churchill Square. Call Volunteer 
itor Mary Elizabeth Archer at 426-2122, ext. 
3 230 or e-mail © = 
lunteer@theworks.ab.ca to sign up today! 
eee 


eo 


30 Volunteers needed for HIV Edmonton. Casino 
shift Aug. 19 and 29, Call Michelle before June 5, 
2006 488-5742, ext. 227. 


Living Positive, looking for volunteers to help with 
programs and fundraising activities. Ph 488-5768, e- 
tm: info@edmlivingpositive.ca for info, 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs vol- 
unteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis Line. Ph. 
423-4102 for training dates. 


Master Composter Recycler Program; 496-5991, 


www.edmonton.ca/waste 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


Become a distress line volunteer. Training classes 
begin in Sept or Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732- 
6648, ww.thesupportnetwork.com 


Clerical Assistant needed, help with telephone 
and filing, 1-2 days/week. dare Ph Judy 424-3545 
~ — ext 249: 


Relay for Life: The Canadian Cancer Society requires 
volunteers to assist with this event (May zn. Ph. 
437-8419 for info, to register online at www.cancerca 


TAKE A BUS AND SHOPPING TRIP, assist new 


immigrants on a bus trip to a grocery store to shop for 
q essentials. Ph tis 424-3545. 


Nekuruteation Grou. Ph 400-7570 o-m 
; cad@transcena.com 


nee 


TEACH COOKING: Share recipes with immigrants, 
Thu or Sat. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


CONVERSATIONAL ESL AT A CITY LIBRARY, 
teach English to adult immigrants, 1-2 days/wk. Ph 
Judy 424-3545 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. 


Brain a Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from ATTACKS for 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SO! PHOBIA for 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


LET'S GO! Help newcomers learn about their commu- 
nity. Summer only. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. Volunteers 
needed in the Bonnie Doon area to help process food 
orders. Ph 413-4525. 


INFERTILITY? WANTED: Females 
18+ encountering infertility for year or more, describe 
experience of infertility for research study at the U of A 
Rachel at 451-9005 or infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
Cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


Volunteers needed to help schoo! aged immigrant 
children with homework and activities after school 
hours 3-5pm . Call Heather 462-6924 ext.306 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must he accepted as awarded 

- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the night to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 

- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
‘unclaimed after 15 days _ 
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ONDO WITH... 


* DOWNTOWN RIVER VALLEY VIEW. 
* 1065 SQ. FEET, 10 FOOT CEILINGS 
* HARDWOOD FLOORS, 

’ S APPLIANCES, 

* AIR-CONDITIONING. 


PLUS: 2 BEDROOMS, ONE BATHROOM, 3 BLOCKS FROM 
DOWNTOWN AND LRT STATION, IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO RIVER 


UNDERGROUND PARKING 


$1000/ MONTH 


AVAILABLE AUGUST 


Contact Quentin at: 428-8458 
or QSViewCondo@yahoo.ca 


fol a Job Tomorrow 
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Free Info Session in: 


EDMONTON 


Thursday, June 8th 
Call Now to Attend 


MAY 18 - 24, 2006 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 
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From the ashes of blink-182 rises IGEL featuring Tom DeLonge (blink-18 Ey 


Atom Willard (The Offspring), Ryan Sinn (The Distille avid Kennedy (Box Car Racer). The debut 
| J), \ \ 


album ‘We Don’t Need To Whisper’ features 11 cluding the first single “The Adventure” 


rom 


Sam Roberts featuring “The Gate IN CO 
- 


‘Snow PATROL BO hCN ne: us 7 
Mona o® Mf | ~~ | WOLFA@THEE 


Brand new album 
“An epic musical statement. 
YEAH*YEAH YEAHS 


fe turing the firs st single 
He ands { Open” Wolfmother play larger-than- life 
— i P heavy rock with som@garage” 
» ) Pa y g 
a a al thrown in: Black Sabbath Led 
Zeppelin and a touch of the MCS” 


Rolling oe 


- OQ Magazine 


“An 11-song masterpiece" 
~ A Music Guide — 


Includes “Womai 


WHITE TRASH 
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the hits 


Toby's brand new studio albu 
“Get Drunk } 


‘Unfaithful 
And Be Somenody includes the hit single “What Hurts The Most) 
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